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This certifies that Bill No. 620, "An Act to re
number Article IV of, and to add a new Article IV
to Chapter 2, Ti tIe Ill, Part 4 of Division Third
of the Civil Code of Guam to regulate the keeping
of inns, hotels, apartment houses, and other
transient dl'Jelling places", loWSon the 9th day of

July, 1968, duly and regual~ly passed.

A>1/ ~ t~P-.'~~ FlO ES• Vi. D. L.

Vice-Speaker

ATTESTED:

F. T. RAltlIR[

Legislative Secretary
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Is! David D. L~ FJores

~

ThiS~S received by the Gpvernor this -<~ -IJayof _~ ' 1968 at -1l: d.::> o'clock • M.

/13/ MANUEL F. L. GUETIRETW

/J~

AP PROVED:

Governor of Guam

DATED: .. ~ _ I ~ /91. P

~ • S'" fJ 1'1-1. •. 0 .

Secretary of Guam
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rmHH GUti;\1LEGISLATURE

1968 (SECOND) Regular Session

Bill No. 620

Introduced by
R. F. Tai tano

MJ ACT TO RG!Uj:BEn ART!CLE I V OF, Af~D TO
AD[) A Nf:.l,:1M~TICLE IV TO CHAPTER2, TITLE
III, PART 4 OF DIVISION THIRD OF THE CIVIL

CODt.OF GUN·1TO REGULATETHE KEEPH1GCF W~JS,
HOTELS, !;PARH1UJTHOUSES,AND OTHERTRAi,;SID~T
D:iELLI NG PLACES.

BE IT Eh~.(CTED EW THE PEOPLE OF niE TERRITORY OF GUAf.i:

2 II Section 1. Article IV of Chapter 2, Title. III, Part 4, Division Tllird

3 If of the Civil Code of Guam is hereby renu]bered Article V and a new Article IV is

4 " hereby added to Cllaptc-r 2, Ti tle I I I, Part 11, Divi si on Thi rd to the Civi 1 Code of

5 II Guam to read as f 011 m'ls:

6 Ii "/;f{TICLE IV

7 II Innkeepers'

8

9

10

11

12

13

Sec. 1859. Liability of innkeepers, etc.:

Linitatio:'ls'as to a:nOL..'1t: ASSL1.11ption

of greater liability. I Ij
Sec. 18W. Notice of nonliability for articles

of unusual value and small compass:

-
Effect: Limi tat ion of liabili ty.

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Se'c. 1861. Lien of innkeepers, etc: extent of lien:

Enforcement of lien: Notice of sale:

Disposition of proceeds: Deposit of

surplus: Effect of sale: Sale of

property of third persons: App1j-

cation of s~ction.

Sec. 1861a. Lien of keepers of apartment houses,

etc.: Enforcc4I1ent of liens: Pub1i-

c3tion of notice: Conduct of sale:

App1 ication of procE~ds: Exemptions.
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2

3

4

Sec. ]862. Sale of l.nc]aimed baQ';Jage.

Sec. ]863. f~eeper to ~,osl ratts of charges.

Sec. ]864. I(ec; J to maintain register.

Section 1859. Liability of irHikeepers, etc.: Limitations as to

j
1

!
j

I

5 II amount: AssllJption of greater li2bility. The liability of an innkeeper, hotel

6 II keeper~ operator of a licensed hospital, rest home or sanitariu'1TI, furnished apart-

7 \I r.1ent rlouse keeper, furnished bungalOl<Jcourt keeper, furnished mobile flcme keeper,

8 II boardinghouse or lodging house keeper, for losses of or injuries to personal property,

9 II is that of a depositary for hire; provided, hm'Jever, t!lat in no case shall such

10 II 1i abi 1i ty rxceed the su:-;-;of one hundred dollars ($100) for each trunk and its contents,

Jl II fifty dollars ($50) for each valise or traveling bag and contents, ten dollars ($10)

12 II for eaci, box, bur,c!1eor package and contents, and tl·jo hundred fi fty dollars, ($250) for

13 II all other personal property of any kind, unless he shall have consented in writing

IIJ II I·:i th the o;·mer thereof to aSSLIT.ea greater liability.

15

16

17

18

19

Section 1860. Notice of nonliability for articles of unusual value and

small compass: Effect: Limitation of liability. If an innkeeper, hotel keeper,

operator of a licensed hospi tal, rest heme or sani tarium, boardinghouse or lodging

house keeper, keeps a fireproof safe and gives notice to a 'guest, patient, boarder or

lodger, either personalJy or by putting up CJ printed notice in a profl;inent place in

j
~..
.;•!

20 II the office or the roqm occupied by the guest, patient, boarder, or lodger, that he

21 Ii keeps such a safe and will not be liable for money, jewelry, do~~ents, furs, fur coats

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

and fur garments, or other articles of unusual 'value 2nd s:nall compass, unless p12ced

therein, he is not liable, except so far as his own acts shaJl contribute thereto, for

any loss of or injury to such articles, if not deposited !'Jith him to be placed therein,

nor in any case for more than the SU~i of t\·10hundred fi fty dollars ($250) for any or

all such property of any individuaJ guest, patient, board~r, or lodger, unless he shall

have given a receipt in I'Jriting therefor to such guest, patient, boarder, or lodger.

Section 1861. Lien of i'nnkcepers't etc.: Extent ;of lien: Enforcement

of lien: r'!otice of sale: Disposition of proceeds: Deposit of surplus: Effect of sale:

Sale of property of third persons: Application of section. Hotel, motel, inn,

boardinghouse and lodging house keepers shall have a lien upon the baggage and other
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12 II brief description of the property to be sold, and t~e time and place of such sale, in

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

property belonging to or legally under the control of their guests, or boarders, or

Jodqers \1!hicilmay be in such I:otel, motel, inn, or boarding or lodging house for tile- I

proper ClllJrgesdue from such guests, or boarders,· or lodgers, for thei'r acco:TiI':1odation,

board amJ lodging and roa:l rent, and such extras as are furnisflcd at thei r request,

and for all money paid for or advanced to such guests, or boarders or lodgers, and

for the costs of enforcing such lien, with the right to the possession of such baggage

and other property until such charges and ~oneys are paid; and unless such charges and

moneys shal) be paid wi thin 60 days from the time when the same become due, said hotel,

motc), inn, boardinghouse or lodging house keeper may sell said baggage and property

at public auction to the highest bidder, tJi thin ten days after giving notice of such

sale by publication of a nqtice containing the tia:neof tiledebtor, the amount due, a

1•Ii.
1
tI,

·13 II a nn';spaper publislled in Guam, and also by mailing, at least fifteen (15) days before

14 . II such sale, a copy of such notice addressed to such guest, boarder or lodger at his

15 II post-off ice address, if k'nm~n, and if not knOl'm, such not ice stlall be addressed to'

16 II such guest, boarder or lodger at the place where such hotel, motel, inn, boardinghouse

17 II or lodging house is situated; and after satisfying such lien out of the proceeds of

18 II such sale together with any reasonable costs that may have been incurred in enforcing

19 II said lien, the residue of said proceeds of sale, if any, stla11 upon demand made ~Iithin

20 II six f'!onthsafter such sale, be paid by said 110tel, motel, inn, boardinghouse, or lodging

21 II house keeper to such guest, boarder or lodger; and if not dcmandld wi thin six months

22

23

from the date of such sale, such residue shall be paid into the treasury of Guam; and

if tilesame be not claimed by the O\·mcr tI-lereof,or 11is legal representatives, \'/ithin

,,
jI
~

24 II one year thereafter, the same slla11 be paid into the general fund of said treasury;:

25 II and such sale shall be a perpetual bar to any action against said hotel, motel, inn,I

26 II boardinghouse or lodging house keeper for the recovery of such baggage or property or

27 II of the value thereof, or for any damages growing out of the failure of such guest,

28 II boarcier or lodger to receive such baggage or property; provided, hOHever, that jf any

29 II baggage or property becoming subject to the lien herein provided for does not belong

30 II to the guest or lodger or boarder ~/ho incurred the c!larges or indebtedness secured

31 II thereby# at the time ~;hen such charges or· indebtedness I'JJS incurred, and if the hotel,

- 3 -



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

motel, inn, boarding or lodging house keeper entitled to such lien receives notice

of SUCi1 fact at any time refore the sale of such baggage' or property her~under, then,

and in that event, such baggage and property which is subject to said lien and did

not belong to said guest, boarder or lodger at the ti~e when such charges or in-

debtecncss L'WS incurred shall not be subject to sale in the r.1annerhereinbefore

provided, but such baggage and property may be sold in the manner provided by the

Code of Civil Procedure for the sale of property under a writ of execution, to satisfy

a judgjent obtained in any action brought to recover the said charges or indebtedness.

This section does not apply to:

1. Any musical instrLJ.TIentof ,any kind or description I"Jhichis used by the

owner thereof to earn all or a part of his living.

J
1

12 II 2. Any prosthetic or orthopedic appliance personally used by a guest,

13 II boarder, or lodger.

14

15

16

17

18

19

Section 1861a. Lien of keepers of apartment houses, etc.: Enforcement'of

liens: Publication of notice: Conduct of sale: Application of proceeds: Exer.iptioJ1s.

Keepers of apartment houses, apartments, cottages, mobile hc)"nes,or bungalolv courts

shall 'have a lien upon the baggage and other property of value belonging to their

tenants or guests, and upon all the right, ti tIc and interes~ of thei r tenants or

Quests in and to all property in the possession of such tenants O( guests \'Jhichmay be

~
1,

A

,
, '

20 II in such apartment house, apartment, cottage, mobile home, or bungalow court, for the

21 II proper cflarges due from such tenants or guests, for their accomrJOtiation, rent, services,

22

23

2L1

neals, and such extras as are furnished at their request, and for all moneys expended

for ther,1,at ttleir request, and for the costs of enforcing such lien, I'Jiththe right

to the possession of such baggage and other property of value until such charges are

J

)l
•

25 II pai~, and such moneys are repaid. Unless such charges shall be paid and un~ess such

27 /I pectively, become due, said keeper of an apartment, ..cottage,tilObilehOi.le,or bungalOl'j

26
moneys shall be repaid within 60 days from the time when such charges and ~oneys,res- !i

28 II court, may sell said baggage and property, to the highest bidder, at a public auction,

29 II held within ten days after giving notice of such sale by publication of a notice con-

3D taining the name of the debtor, the amount due, a brief description of the prope~ty

31 to be sold anq the time and place in a nel'lspaperpubl ished in Guam and also by mail ing,

32 " at least 15 days prior to the date of sale, a copy of such notice addressed to such

- 4 -



1 II tenant or guest 2t his post-office address, if kno/ln, and if not knot'ln, such notice

2 II she11 b:: addressed to such tenant or guest at the place ~Jhere such apartment house,

3 II apartn:ent, cottage, mobile home, or bungalo~i court is situated; and; after satisfying

4 II such lien out of the proceeds of'such sale, together \"lith any reasonable costs, that

5 II may have been incurred in enforcing said lien, the residue of said proceeds of sale,

6 II if any, shall, upon demand r.1ade \-Jithin six r.lOnths after such sal.e, be paid by said

7 I! keeper of an apartment house, apartGcnt, cottage, mobile home, or bungalo~ court to

8 II such tenant or guest; and if not demanded \.Ji thi n si x months fro~ the date of such sale,

9 II said residue, if any, shall be paid into the treasury of Guam; and if the same be not

10 II clair.1ed by the OI·;ntr tllereof, or his legal representative\'Ji Ulin one year thereafter,

11 II it shall be paid into the general fund of the said treasury; and such sale shall be

12 II a perpetual bar to any action against said keeper of an apartment house, apartment,

13 II cot tage, mobile hO~i:e, or bungalOl'J court for the recovery of such baggage or property,

14 II or" of the value thereof, or for any da::1ages, grm'Jing out of the failure of such tenant

15 II or guest to receive such .btJggage or property.

16 II This section does not apply to:

17 II (a) Any musical' instrUITlent of any kind or description \~hicll is used by the

18 II o~'mer tllereof to earn all or par.t of his living.

19

20 II gues 1.

(b) Any prosthetic or orth6p~dic appliance persohally used by a tenant or

21 II (c) Table and ki tchen furni ture, including one refrigerator, \'Jastling

22 II machine, sf\.;ing machine, stove; bedroom furni ture, one overstuffed ctlai 1', one daven-

23 II port, one dining table and cllai rs, and also all tools, instnJ:T:ents, clothing and books

24 II used by the tenant or guest in gaining a livelihood; beds, bedding and bedsteads, oil

25 II paintings and drawings drawn or painted by any member of the family of· the tenant or

26 II Quest, ~nd any family portraits and their necessary frtJmes.

27 II (d) All other housellold, table or ki tchen furni ture not expressly mentioned

28 II in paragraph (c), including but not limi ted to radios, television sets, phonographs,

29 " records, r:iotor vehicles tllat may be stored on tllC prefiiises ex~ept so much of any ~..

30 II SUCll articles as ~ay be reasonably sufficient to satisfy the lien provided for by this

31 Ii sec t i or.; and provi ded fur ther, that such 1 i en shall be secondary to the claim of any

- 5 -
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} II prior bona fide holder of a chattel mortgage on and the rights of a conditional seller

2 II of su:h articles, other than the tenant or guest.

3

4

5

6

7

8

oI

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Section 1662. Sale of unclaimed baggage. Whenever any trunk, carpetbag,

valise, box, bundle, taggage or other persona] property has heretofore come, or shall

hereafter co~e into the possession of the keepeY of any hotel, inn~ or any boarding or

lodging house, apartment house, r:wb; e home park, or bungalm-I court and has remained

or shall re~ain unclai~ed for the veriod of six ffionths,such keeper may proceed to

sell the sa~e at public auction, and out of the proceeds of such sale ~ay·retain the'

charges for storage, if any, and the expenses of advertising and sale thereof;.

But no suct1 sal e shalJ be r~ade un tiI the exp i ration of four I-Jeeksfro:n

the first publication of notice of suell sale in a ne~lspaper published in Guam. Said

notice shall be published once a weck, for four successive weeks in such newspaper,

daily or weekly, of general circulation, and shall contain a description of each trunk,

carpetbag, valise, box, bundle, baggage, or other personal property as near as may be;

the no~e of the o~ner, if"known; the name of suct1 keeper, and the time and place of

sal e;

And the expenses incurred for advertising shall be a lien upon such property I
18 II in a ratable proportion, according to the value of such piece of property, or thing,

19 II or art icle sold; "

20 II And in case_any balance arising from slJcllsale slla11 not be claimed by the

21 II riglillul OI"mer I-jit~linone I-jcekfro:n the day of sale, the sa:1e sh~.u be paid into the

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

3)

treasury of Guam; and if the same be no tel a irned by the Ol'mer the reof, or his legal

represe~tatives, within one year thereafter, the same shaJ) be paid into the general

fund of said treasury.

Section 1863. Keeper to post rates of charges. Every keeper of a hotel, inn,

boarding or lodging house, shall post in a conspicuous place in the office or public

roo::" and in every becroOCl of said hotel, boardingl1ouse, inn, or lodging house, a

printcd copy of this section, and a statement of charges or rate o~ charges by the day,

and for r;eals or items furnished, and for lOdging. No charge or sum shall be collected

or received by any such person for any service not actually rendered, or for any item

- 6 -
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not actually delivered, or for any greater or other su.~ than he is enti tIed to by the

general rules and regulations of said hotel, inn, boarding 9r lod9~ng house. For any

violation of this section, or any provision herein contained, the offender shall forfeit

to the injured party three t ir~es tile a;;Jount or tile Sll:a charged in excess of loJhathe is

entitled to.

Section ]864. I~eeper to maintain register. Every keeper of a hotel, inn,

boarding or lodging house, shall keep for a period of three years a register which shall

sho:! U1E: name, residence, ciate of arrival and de;-rture of his guests. Violation of

this section shall consti tute a misd~~ca~or punishable by a fine not to exceed one

hundred dollars or by ir.,prison:-nc:ntnot. to exceed ten days, or by both such fine and

iIt,p rison;:",en t. "

Section 2. This Act is an urgency measure.

i•.




