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Introduced by _

J.lT ACTTOADDSECTIOn17203 TO THEGOVEEWdr;t~:r
CODEOF GUAMAIm SUBSIDTION(e) TO SECTION
17300, SUBSECTION(j) TO SECTION17501, .AND
SUESECTION(e) TO SOOTION17502 ANDSUBSIDTION
( e) OF SECTION19330 OF SAD) CODERELATEiGTO
BUILDING AIID BUILDING HEIGHT RESTRIOTIONS .AND
YARI1u.7CES TBFJ1H;TO AT THE BEACHES OF THE TERRITORY.

.BEI~ EJ."i.ACTED BY mE PEOPLEOF THETERRITORYOF GUAM:.

Section 1. Section- 17203 is hereby added to the Gover.c:mentCode of

GuaIa to read as follows:

"Section 17203. Statement of Purposes; Bu:ilding and Building

Height Restrictions in Beach Areas. (a) The Legislature finds

that the indiscriIai.nate bui1ding of structures on the beaches of

the territory of Gu.e.mcreates a menace to the we~being of the

people of the territory by increasing the pollution of tidal

waters, that such construction, :in addition, deprives the people

or. GUSIJof their right to the 1mi;rs:l~1ed.: use of beach areas

beyond the high water mark, and finally, that such construction

destroys the natural beauty or Guam. t s beaches, one of the territory's

iJreatest natural resources. Accordingly, it is the purpose of the

restrictions herein.af;t;er contained to 'Drotect the beaches of Guam~ -

for future genera tiona, to s.1J.evia te the hea.1th problems caused

by canstra.ctian near tidal areas, and to make certain that the people

of Guamremain free to use the beaches of the territory to the

l:Ifl:rinmrn extent not incCDpatible with private ownership of the lands

adj oining' said beaches.
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(b) Along a::J.y oeach in ~he territory of GUaD, no building

1n.8Y be constructed within thi..:.--ty-five feet (35 t) of the meanhigh

water me.rkboundi.ng said beach, :lor may e.x;[ building higher than

twent-.ffeet (20') be constructed within sevent'-.f-i"1va feet (75')

of the said !!leanhigh water IJ.ark; provided, however, that if thirty

per cent (30%) or !:lore of the land area of any 1crt bounded by a

beach is a:fi'ected by the pravisions hereof than as to such lot,

the build..ing restriction is I'Bduced fr(l;1 thirty-five feet (35')

to twenty feet (20'). For the purposes of this section, the tern.

'beach I does not include those areas where the shoreline is a c1~

or b1i.L."""fhi.g..l1.erthan t'••e."1t--J-:five(25 t), nor shall :.1t include those

areas mere the shoreline is bounded by village lots contAiTlinp'

no !!lore than a thousand square !!leters in those villages Wherein

I'Bsidences have been constr.lcted along the shoreline since prior

to the Second World War, and the teIE 'building' includes fJI:q'

structure except a retaini:lg ~l that cannot be seen. II

Section 2. Subsection (e) is hereby added to Section 17300 of

the GovernmentCode oJ: Guamto read as follows:

,,( e) A building nonconfoDning as to restrictions set forth

in Section 17203 of this Title !!laYbe maintained and repaired but

rJJZ3' not be enlarged, and in the case of its damageor partial des

truction by :fire, flood, wind, earthquake, or other calamity, to

the extent of not more than fifty per cent (50%) of ita repil.8.cem.ent

coat at the'-,time of such damage or destI"tlCtion; then it mAy be ,·,,""c

restored, if the total cost of such restoration does not exceed

fifty per cent (50%) of the replacement cost of the buil~ at the'

time of such dac1ageor destruction. Where the damage or destru.ction'"

exceeds said cost, the building shall not be re'paired or NOons-

truoted."

Section 3. Subsection (j) is hereby added to Sec.tion 17501 of

the GovernmentCode o":fGuamto read as follows:

- 2 -

04:

i

j,,-.

.\



~ w
T

1
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

-II
H/.
I!
'II.
!~-

~ .;:- - - r '. -. "do __

mn 1'6 ~~eq .-.:r~~~Ae ~~ (~i!.) ~ ~.-u~' I(p) 'tT0mt ••..::\. pC'"~ :r-.1 ~ ~~:r+ca O~ ~. x;o p.n:jTq:p:rn 1

i

It ( j ) permit the construction of bu1.ldings in violation of

the restrictions or Section 17203 of this Title. It

Section 4. Subsection (e) is hereby added to Section 17502 of

the GoveI'IJI!l.entCode of Guam.to read as follows:

"( e) That, as to variances from the restrtctions of Section

17203 of this Title, the proposed buildiIlg will substantially

enhance the recreational, aesthetic or commercial value of the

beach area upon which the building is to be constructed, and tha.t

such building will not interfere \ri th or adversely a:ffect the

surrOHrlnine property ownersf or the public f s rigilt to an \mtrcr:me1ed

use of the beach and its natural be811"t'J."

Section 5. SUbsection (e) is hereb"'Jadded to Section 19330 of

the Gove.I"!ElentCode of GU&l to read as follows:

tt( e) Propert--J upon which the provisions of Section 17203

of this' Code prohibit the CO!lstrJ.ction of buildingS."
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