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KINTE GUAL LEGISLATURE
1967 (PIEST) Regular Session

Bill Fo. 24

Substitute Bill by Comhittee
on Eesources and Development

Introduced by

Committee on Rules, by
requesi of the Governor in
acoordance with Section 6(b)
of the Organic Act of Guax

umwmanwmsmmrzmnﬁ,
GOVEENMEET CODE OF @UAE, RELATIVE TC THL WATER
EESOURCES CONSERVATION ACT.
B 1T ENACTED BY THE PBOPLE OF THI TERRITORY OF GUAY:
Section 1. Chapter 5 is heredy afded to Title XXII, Government Code

of Guan, t¢ read as follows:

"CHAPIEE 5
WATEE RESOURCBS OCNSBRVATIOE ACT

Sectigom 2§400. Decleration of policy. It is hereby declared to
be the policy of the Government of Quam, ir recognition of itc duty
to conserve and control its water resources for the benefii of the
inhabitants of Guax, that comprehensive plamming and resulation be
undertaken for the protection, conservetion and developuent of the
water resources ©f Guan %0 the end thet they shell not be wasiel and
shall be used tc the fullest extent toc meet the present and future
needs for domestic, agricultursl, commerciel, industriel, recreationcl
and other public beneficizl purposes. It ie further declared thet an ._
energency condition existe with respect tc¢ the availebility of sur- |
face mné under-ground water on Guan and that restrictions are
necessary % prevent overpumping of weter fro- wells, the depletion |
of purface and underground water, the intrusion of =alt water,
sewaze and other contaminetes and the resultant permanent destruction

of underground water reservoirs and sources of potaeble water supply.
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Section 21401. Definitions. (=) 'Agency' means the !ublu
Utility Ageney of Guem.

(v) ‘'Chief Officer’ meane the Chief Officer of the Public
Utility Agency of Gusw or his suthorised repressntative.

(¢) ‘'Person' means any individual, firm, parinership, asso-
ciation or ecorporatioun.

(a) ‘water' shall be consirued tc include ponds, springs, wells
ani streais and all other boiies of surface or underground water,
naturel or artificial, inland er coastal, frest or salt, public or
private.

(e) 'Well' shall be construed to mean any hole drilled, dug, or
bored with & depth exceeding tweniy feei for the purpose of obtaining
waeter or knowledge of water bearing formations or for the disposal of
waste materials.

Sectior 21402. Well driller's licemse. (&) No person shall
engage in the business of well drilling on fuan without first
obtaining & license fron the Chief Offiver ms hereinafier provided.
Sueh licenses are regquired not only of those who made a regular
business of well drilling, but all whe may puil down welle for othere
ae an incident to any line of business activity. ILicenses &re noi
reguired for stricily privete operstions when & property owner by his
own lebor puts down & well on his own property tc supply his owm
dwelling or the neede of his animels or crops; provided, however, that
the permit prescribed by Sectior 21407 of thie Chapter shall be
required for eny such wells.

(») An =pplicztior for & license shell be msade on & form pre-
peribed and furnished by the Chief Officer providing such information
ge the Chief Officer feomc necessary for thc purpose of the issuance
of licenses, The number of the licerse musi be displayed on the
well-drilling machinery ol the licensee. The fee for such license
shall de twenty-five dollars ($25) annually, No person may be

{asued such & license who &oes not satisfy the Chief Officer thet he

is oompetent and able to drill wells In Guam,
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Section 21403. Well Brilling permits. (a) No well may be
drilled unless the owner of the land on which the well is to be drilled
shell, béfore the cormencement of drilling, have obtained & permit
therefor and filed e preliminary report with the Chief Officer.

(b) The fee for such permit shall be five dollars ($5).

(¢) The preliminary report shall be submitted en forms furnished
and prescribed by the Chief Officer and shall contain the following
information and any other information whieh the Chief Officer may
deen necessary:

(1) HNeane mnd mddress of applicant.
(2) Iocation of proposed well.

(3) Exeteh of location of proposeé well.

(4) Purpose of well. ;
(5) ILiet of existing wells on property. 1
(6) Name of @riller.
(7) Zype of pump.
(8) Proposed depth of well.

(9) Betimated smount of water for daily use.

(&) 4s a condition of the permit the Chief Officer may require
the applicant tc furriseh water samples upon his regquest.

(e) ¥eo well drilling permit mey be issued without the written
endorsenent € the Depariment af Public Health and Welfare, each
epplication therefor to be referred tc sail deparinent.

Section 21404. Vell operating permits. (&) Within sixty (60)
daye of the initial promigation of regulation:s relating to well
cperating permite pursuant to Section 21411 or, in the case of new
welle, within thirtr (30) daye fron the date of f£iling of the completion

report prescribed by Section 21405, the owner of every well shell

B

obtein an operating permit therefor.
(b) The fee for such £ pernit shall be five dollers (§5,, and

the per-it shell be valid for & period of five years.
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' Chie? Officer, indicating the log of the well, materials encountered,

(¢) Each well opereting permit shall stete the maximm smount
of water thati may be withdrawn fron the well per month, such amount to
be determined by the Chief Officer on the basis ©f the use of which
the water i$ t0 be put and such cther factors as he may deex relevant
to the public interest in the beneficial utiligetion and oonservetion
of naturel water resources. The determination ©f the Chief Officer
ghall be subject $0 review ms provided in Section 21412 of this
Chap ter.

(&) Each well operating permit before issuance, must bear the
written endorsement of the Department of Public Health and Welfare.

Section 21405. Completion report of well. Within thirty (30)
deyer after the completion or the termination for any reason of the
drilling of any well whether or mot any water §5 found, & report

shall be filed by the driller on forms furnished and prescribed by the

with depth below ground surface, water bearing beds, yields end water
levels in each, casing, screens, pumplng tesis, the sige and depth of
the well, the capacity of the pump or pumps attachel or to be etiached

thereto and such other information pertaining to the withirswel of

water and the operation of such well a: the Chief Officer mey deen
necessary. The &rillers shall at the requesi of Chief (fficer elso ‘
furnish samples of the meterials encountered in the &rilling of the |
well which shall be taken et intervals of five feet or et every change |
of formatiom.

Section 21406. Wasteful use prohibited. Ko owner of & well,

whether & pusping well or & flowing well, shall discharge froz the well

or permit the discharge froc the well of water that is allowed to run |
tc waste and not put to useful service excepi in comnecticn wiih
pusping teets.

Sectior. 21407. Right of Inspection. The Chiefl Cfficer ar hir
suthoriged representative shall h.ve the power at reasonable hours %0 |
moke sueh inspections and teke such samples 85 may be necessary for |

proper end effective supervision of the construction, repair and

seintenance of welle and to read the meter ettached to each well.
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1 Section 21408, Neters to be installed, mccess to wells. (2)

2 The Chief Officer shall instell meters $o all wells wherever necessary

3 for the purpose of recording the smount of water drawn from the wells.

4 | (b) Each well shell have en opening of not less than 3/4 ineh

5 r in Qiameter fpr the measurement of water levels in the well by means

6 | of & wettel steel tape. For sanitary purposes this opening shall be

7 sealed by means ©f a plug when not in use. The well shall be so

e constructed that this opening shall be readily accessible.

< bectvion 21405. BSealing of Tells. For the purpose of preventing
10 the contanination of fresh water aguifers the owner of & well, wpon
1 gbandonin- ¢ well or encounteringz highly mineralised water in apy
12 exieting or nev well or test hole, shall imnedistely notify the

1% Chief Cfficer end shell effectively sezl such well or test hole under

14 the supervieion of and to the satisfactiion of the Chief Officer.
15 | Section 21410, Application of chapter. Except &8s otherwise

16 | provided, the provision of thie chapter shall apply to all new wells
27 camenced after the effective date of this Act anl to all maintenance,
18 l repair, and enlargement work on 0ld wells, which is of sueh nature
19 1. or meagnitude as to require the use of well-drilling machinery; {

20 provided, however, thet e permit{ snall not be necessary $c clean & |

a | well or to puil ani repair & pump.

22 Seection 21411, Eules and regulations. The Chief Officer, with |

23 ; the epproval of the Govermor by Executive Order shall have the | '
24 | power tc make, smend end reseiné such rules and regulationc as mar be 5
25 i necessary to carry out the provisions of this chpptier, provided, that
26 | suct rules end reguletions, including the proposel forms whereby the } ;
27 | informetior andé data sought by the sgency ie given, may be made, | k
28 | eltered, amenied or repealed by the Chief Officer only after e | .r.
29 | public hearins therean. DPublic notice of such hearing shell b3 E
30 | publiskel at least twice in & newspaper of genesral circulation in

5 II Susrn, not umore than thirty (30) nor leec ther tex (10) daye prior to |

32 | the acheduled dste for such hearing, and by such other method as the :

33 Chief Officer may preseribe. |

|

T
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SBection 2141Z. Penalties. Any person who violstes any of the
provisions of this chapter or of the rules mnd regulations promilgated
pursuant theretc shall ve finel not more than $500 or imprisoned for not
more than six (6) months, or botk. In addition, the Chief Officer shall,
regaxdless of the criwinel provisions of this section, have the power to
withhold, modily, a&mend, revoke, or suspend any liecense Or permit
authorised or issued under thic chzpter, suck power to be exercisel omly
pursuenti ic ihe provisions of the Administrative Afjudieation Law, which
law is herewitl specifically madec spplicsble teo this chqter.l

Section 21413. Injunctiions. In case of nonoompliance with the
provisions of this chapier or with the terms and oconditions of sny
license or permit issued hereunder, the Chief Officer in addition to or
in lieu of proceeding under Section 21417 mey notify the Attorney General
of such noncomplisnce. The Attomey CGenersl, upon receipt of suech
notification, mey institute an appropriate a2ciion or proceeding ai law
or in equity do resirsin, eorreci, or remove such noncempliance.

Section 21414. Study of water nescurcesg Fowers of Chief 0ffiver,
{a) The Chief Officer shall eonduc: & camprehencive study of the
availability of swrfece and undergrouni water on fuan, and establish
stenderds anc programe for the protection, couservation and development
¢f the water resources ©¢f Guam. He shall cooperate witi the Feleral
Goverment in thepplanning for, and in the censtruction, repair, and
maintenance ¢, projecte designed to effectuete the purposes of the
provisions of inds chapier, shall perforz all Dunctions and exercise
ell suirority a2 required by Federsl law ir the consiruciion, repair,
and meinienance of such Federslly aidel projects, shall expeni all fumds
pade eveilaple b ie Federal Government for such pumposes, and shall
prepere ani suicii reporie wild respect 10 such activities as required

br Fetersl law.

(%]
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() The Chief Officer shell be zuthorized tc hold hesringe and
tc subpoenc and gompel the ettendance of witnesses enéd the production
of bocks, papers, records snl ollger evidence pertinent tc the scope
of his duties ani to adninieter caths and exanine witnesses under
oath. Ir the event of the feilure of exy persan to obey any such
subpoent or tc¢ teciif; before the Chief COfficer, such person mey be
punishet for contempti or &pplication therefor t¢ any court of
coupetent juriedict oun.

fection Z1415. Fees. All feees and charges colliected under this
chapter shall be deposited in the Public Utility Agency of Gusx Fumd."

Sectior 2. Thie Act is an urgency nmessure.
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