SIXTH GUAM LEGISLATURE
1962 (FIRST) Special Session

Guam Territorial L
a
141 San Ramo:'failhrw
‘Agana; Gnam 96910

This is to certify that Bill No, 319(1-5), "Anm Act
to amend Sections 19302, 19312, 19394, 19399, and
19402, Govermment Code of Guam, and to add mew {
Sections 19312,1 through 19312.3 and Sections 19330,1 '
through 19330,11 to Chapter 4, Title XX, Government

Code of Guam, to raise the real property tax, to

provide a home exemption under the real property tax

law, to provide a triennial valuation, a&nd for other

purposes”, was on the 28th day of February, 1962,

duly and regularly passed.

-

¥V, B, BAMBA
-Legislative  Secretary ...

This Act was received by the Governor this ___:‘_ﬂay
of /L gty 1962 at__m_,o cloclg__:z__. l.

-~ i 1 -

/s/ Manuel FlL. Guerrero

MANUEL F, L. GUERRERO
Secretary of Guam

APPROVED: | {

/s/ BTLT, DANIEL m

g BBR 05 1985 ¢ '

€overnor of Guam
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SIXTH GOAN LEGISLATURE
1962 CFIasT) Special Session

Bill Ne, 319(1-5)
Introduced by :
Comaittee on Rules, by request
of the Governor in mccordance
with Section 6(b) of the
Ozganic Act of Guam,
AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 19302, 19312, 19354, 193%%,
AND 19402, GOVERNMENT CODC OF GUAN, ARD TO ADD NEW
SECTIONS 19312,1 THROUGE 19312,3 AND SECTIONS 193301
TIROUGH 19330,11 TO CRAPTER 4, TITLE XX, GOVERNMENT
CODE OF GUAN, TO RAISE YIE REAL PROPERTY TAX, TO
PROVIDE A BONE EXENPTION UNOES THE REAL PROPERTY TAX
LAY, TO PROVIDE A TRYENNIAL VALUDATION, AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES,
BC IT ENACTED BY TIE PECPLE OF TRC STRRITORY OF GUAM:
section 1, Section 19302, Government Code of Guem, i3 hereby
amended to veads
»section 19302, Levy. There is hereby levied on sll
property in Guon » yearly tex st the vate of three per cent
mqrthnluw.“mﬁdlhm:d
collected in the manner prescribed ia this ehapter, All
proceeds derived by the Government under say provision of
this chapter shall be deposited in the Tressury of Guas to
the credit of the general fusd,”
section 2., Section 19312, Goversment Code of Guem, is bheveby
smended to read:
*section 19312, Swmme: sssessment, Assually, on or
before the first day of July, the assessor shall ascertais
all the taxsble property in Guan and shall assess it to the
mmouﬂngordﬂdnhuthﬂutmutm
of that year at the value as detemsined in socordance with
section 19312,1,"
‘Soction 3. A mow Section 19312,1 §s bevehy added to Chepter 4,
Title XX, Goverment Code of Guas, to vead as Sollowss
*section 19312,1, Samet triemsial valustion, The

assessor shall ascertain the walue of all property in Gusm
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as of the Cfirst Monday in l-mop. 1962, and as of the first
Monday in March every three years thereafter, and such
valuation shall be used as the basis for assessment during
each year of each such period, subject to the provisions of

Section 19312.2."

Section 4, A mew Section 19312,2 is hereby added to Chapter 1,

Title XX, Government Code of Guam, to read as follows:

"Section 19312,2, Same: intervening years, In each
year other than the year of the triennial valuation the
assessor shall ascertain the value of all property as of the
first Monday in March which shall have become taxable since
the last valuation, including new improvements or additions
to old 1lprov¢-ont§. or which shell change in value
becauseof & change in use; and in case of the destruction

or injury by fire, flood, typhoon, storm or otherwise, or

" removal of any improvements of eamny kind, or of orchards,

timber, or ornamental trees, the velue of which shall have

“been included in the former valuation of the property, the

assessor shall determine the value of such loss and reduce
the valuetion accordingly,”™ -

Section 5, A mew Section 19312.3 is hereby added to Chapter 4,

Title XX, Goverxmment Code of Guam, to read as follows:

"Section 19312,8, Report, :Any person claiming a
reduction in the valuation of property below that of the
prior year, by reason of a change in the use of the property,
or the destruction or injury by fire, flood, typhoon, storm
or otherwise, or removal of any improvements of any kind, eor
of orchards, timber or ornamental trees, ;ha value of which
shall have been included in the former valuation of the
property, shall file a report thereoi with the assessor in
such form as ke shall prescribe. Such report shall be

signed and sworn to by the person making the same, and his

-2-

AL TS

PP e .




e LI HULL‘_\;‘.‘ TADTS it )
” IOPS. 9q s op i "
. L ¥pe y35dg

O O 4 & 0 A W W -

= e e e e
ah @ W >~ O

£ g 3 83rBREBERBERSR

sigosture thereon shall censtitute = sertificetion to the
truth of the focts therein set forth under the penalty of

perjury, Such repert shall be filed prier to the nnt;

Monday in Narch of the year for which the veduction is

sought, and 2 failure to file suck report shall effect

a forfelture of any right so any such reductiop-is the

valuatien,”

Section 6, Sections 19330,1 unqh 19330,11 are hm sdded to
Chapter 4§, Title XX, Government Code of Guam, to vead as follows:

"section 19330,1, Home Exemption, The owmer of a
home shall be estitled to an exemption ir determialing the
value thereof for the purpose of assessing ml property
taxes, subject to the provisions of Sections 19330,1 through
19330,11, to the following extest:

The first two thousand five bundred dollars ($2,500) of
the appraised value of isprevements, sensisting of @ building
usel g 8 dwelling mnd sny outbuildings, snd the lend on
which 1t 45 locsted, the exempties being applish fizst o -
the improvements, and the balance, 1f any, %o uul-d.

-Section 19330,2, «Befinitions, As used {2 Scetions
19330,1 through 19330,11:

{a) ‘Home' memns s bullding used snd occuplied by the
owner thereof as his permanent residesce, including out-
buildings, and the land on which it is located &I such land
is owned by the sumer of the building.

) *Owner' refers to mstural individual persens,
excluding corporstiens, purtnerships, and associstions,

(¢) ‘Own’ and *owmer® vefer to owserskip in fee
simple, including & purchaser of 2 fee uader 2 vecorded
purchase gontract, or s bencficial owmership,

(@ ‘Comsercisl purposes’ does mot imclude
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sgricnisuval purposes, including grazing; or use in
connection with fishing. |

te) ‘Appraised value® means appraised value as
defined in Ites (f), Section 19301,

Section 19330,3, Lisitatien, The exemption shall mot
be allowed for more than one home Hor any onc owner,

" Sectien 19330,4, Same: md_»id and ¥ife, A busband
and wife shall be permitied one home exesption, where entitled
thereto, whether the home is community property or mot, aad
shall not be permitted ez exemption for separsie hemes for
eack of them, unless they sre living separste and apart, in
which sase the smount of the sxemption shall be divided
equally between them,

Section 19330,5, Same: Commercial Use. A persen
whose hose comprises property that is wsed in part for
comacrcial purposes sball not be entitled to an exesptios,
except @5 to ia. building, or a separate portion thereof
or sparipent therela, that is nllul»lyu@ndmhd
by kiz as his pemsasent residence; provided, further, that
in she case of a separate portion or spartaest, the mwoust
of the excaption shall be prorated on the basis that the
sppraised value of the separste portion or spartment bears
to the sotal appraised value of the bullding.

Sectien 19330,6, Same: Owmership ip Comssu, where
property is owned iz common, the exemption shall be prorated -
aaong the owners.

Section 19350,7, Application for Heme Exesption,

(a) Ino order te ebtain sn exemption, the mrézlt
file a clala with the assessor listing the property isvelved,
in suck fors and constaining such information as the essussor
shall prescribe, %o such sxemption shall be allowed maless
the clalm therefor §s filed ox or before the fizst Nondey

ede




M&’?ﬁ*ﬁ?ﬁﬁu, WCNTT MY Dn £ e o .

s
Ld i Firr yYiouoyeofe
% R

FELy f_."'x{n-'--; trxbosng’ f‘a".‘."f*"-—. -

-

P BLeey oy L BPE A

O © g4 & o, A W N =

B R 8RB REB8 S S &R &R ES

£ 3 8 8 R

of March of the year for which such exemption is slaimed,
except that once a claim is filed it shall have continuing
effect as a new claim for the exemption for each subsequent
year, unless it is iilnllo-od or voided,

(b) Whemever a person has filed a claim for exemption
covering any property, it shall be his duty, in the event he
ceases to be the owner, or ceases to occupy the same as his

home, or in the event of any change in the facts previously

reported in his claim as to the use of the property pertain-

ing to his entitlement to an exemption, to make a report
thereof within thirty deys after any such event occurs, Such
report shall have the effect of voiding the cleaim for
exemption previously filed, The report shall be sufficient
if it identifies the property imvolved and states that the
claim for exemption prevloisly filed iqy be voided, In the
event the property comes into the hands of a fiduciary, the
fiduciary shall make the report within thirty days after his
assumption of his fiduciary duties. Ahy person %ho is under
a duty of laking'i rapof# under this lnhsection-and who
fails to do so within the time required by law, shall be
lisble personally to a civil penalty, im the amount of
$25, In addition to this penalty, real property taxes.“
including penalties and interest, shall be assessed against
the property.

Section 19330.8, Action by Assessor., The assessor

shall examine each eclaim for exemption filed with him and

- shall allow the same if found to be in accordance with law,

In every case the property shall be assessed nmotwithstanding
the exemption may eliminate any tax,
Section 19330,9, Denial, If the assessor shall find

the applicant mot to be entitled to the exemption applied
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for, be shall camplete a motise of disappreval, giving his
roasons therefor, and serve s sopy thereof upon the
spplicant either by personsl delivery or by registered

or certified mall so the post office sddress given by

the spplicant wpon Ais spplicstios.

Section 19330,10, Time for Astion, The assessor
shall sct wpon every slaim for exemption on or before the
first day of July.

section 19330.11, Appeal, When @ chl-‘tor exemption
has been denied the spplicant may file Bis eopy of motice of
disapproval with the Board of Equalizetion o or before
August 15 of the sume year, Yhe Board shall review the
clainm and the evidence presemted to the assessor, and
shall give the applicant an epportunity to be hesrd. The

Board shell reverse the decision of the assessor and gram
the clain for exemption if it finds the spplicant is entitled
thereto, or affirm the decision of the assessor. The
decision of the Boawd shall be final mnless the applissat
or she sssesser shall, within fifteen days from the date
of the decision of the Board, file an action for veview in
the Island Court,”
section 7. Section 1939, Goversment Code of Gumm, is hersby

smonded to read:

vsection 19094, Doed 1o the govermmest. If smy sax
sold property shall mot have been redeemed within ﬂyc
years from the dato of its sale to the Goversment, the Sax
collestor shall make to the Govermmest s deed to such

 property, which deod shall be mumbered snd recorded in the
Aand vecords of the Department of Land Management, Such
deed shall be scknowledged before the Secretary of Guam
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1 4 or before any officer authorized to take acknowledgments,”

2 Section 8, Section 19399, Government Code of Guam, is hereby
3 smended to read:

4 *Section 19399, Terminating rights of redemption;

5 notice, (a) At lcu} 21 days before a time to be fixed

6 by him, the tax collector shall give notice of intention

7 to terminate the right of redemption,

8 (b) Such motice shall be given by personal service

9 if the last assessee can be located by due diligence in

10 Guam, and if said last assessee cannot be so located then
11= by registered or certified mail to the address of the last
12 assessee, and shall be published once in a newspaper of

13 general circulation in Guam, and shall be posted in one

14 public place in Agana and in one public place in each

15 ﬁuniclpality in Guam,”

16 Section 9, Section 19402, Government Code of Guam, is hereby
17 amended to read:

18 "Section 19402, Same: proof of motice, Proof of

19 notice shall be made and filed with the Secretary of Guam
20 in the manner provided in Section 19387(b) hereof, with

21 like effect,”

22 Section 10, Item (f) of Section 19301, Government Code of Guam,
23 is hereby amended to read:

24 *(f) 'value,’ *full cash value,' and ‘cash vaule’

25 mean thirty-five per cent of the appraised value;

26 'appraised value' means the amount at which property would
27 be taken in payment of a just debt from a solvent debtor;"”




