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CERTIFICATION OF PABSAGE OF AN ACT TO TRE GOVERNOR

Thie is to certify that Bill Bo. 67, "Au Act to smend
Title IX of the Code of Civil Procedure gpelative to
the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act,”
was on the 9th day of February, 1959, duly anl re-
gularly passed,
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This Act was received by the Covermor this _ /¢ i
day of s 1959, at o'clock . . M.
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Bill Neo. 67
Introduced by

Committee on Rules,
by request

AN ACT TO AMEND TITLE IX OF THE CODE OF
CIVIL PROCEDURE RELATIVE TCO THE UNIFORM
KECIPROCAL. ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ACT.
BE IT ENACTED BY THL PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY OF GUAM:
Section 1. Section 1501 of the Code of Civil Procedure of Guan
is hereby amended to read as follows:
"Section 1501. Definitioms. As msed in this act
unless the context yeguires otherwise:

(s) ‘State’' includes any state, territory or
possession of the United States and the Pistrict of
Columbis ix which this or 2 substantizlly similar
reciprocal law has been enacted.

(b) ‘Initiating state' means any state in which
& proceeding pursuant to this or a substantially similar
reciprocal law is commenced.

(c) ‘Responding state’ means any state in which
any proceeding pursuant to the procesding in the imitiating
state is or may be commenced.

(é) '"Court' means the Island Court of Cuam and
when the context reguires, means the court of any state
as defined in & substantislly similar reciprocal law.

(e) 'Lav' imcludes both common and statute law.

(f) 'Duty of support' iacludes eny duty of support
imposed or imposable by law, or by amy court order, decres
or judgment, whether imteriocutery or fimal, whether
incidental to a proceeding for divorce, legal separation,
separate maintenance or otherwise.

(g) 'Obliger' means mny person owing a duty of
support.

(h) 'Obligee' means any person to whom a duty of
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support is owed and the territory of Guam.

(1) ‘Goversor’' includes any persor performing the
functions of the office of Covernor or exercising executive
suthority within the territory of Guam.

(J) 'Support order' means sny judgment, decree
or order of support whether temporary or final, whether
subject to medification, revocation or remission regard-
less of the kind of action in which it is entered.

(k) ‘Certification' shali be in accordamce with
the lav of the certifying state.”

Section 2. BHection 1505 of the Code of Civil Procedure of Guax
is hereby amended to read as follows:

"Section 1505, Comditions of interstate rendition.

(a) Before making the demand on the Govermor of any state
for the surrender of & person charged ia this territery with
the crime of failing to provide for the support of any per-
son, the Govermor of this territory may reguire the Island
Attorney to satisfy him that st least sixty (60) days prier
thereto the obligee brought an action for the support under
this sct, or that the bringing of such an sction would be of
no avall.

(b) When under this or & substantizlly similar act, &
demand is made upou the Governor of this territory by the
Governor of any state for the surremder of a persoan charged
in auy state with the crime of failing to provide support, the
Governor may call wpon the Island Attormey to investigate or
to assist in imvestigating the demand, and tc report to him
whether any action for support has been brought under this
act or whether the bringinz of such &u action would be
effective.

(c) I1f gn sctice for support would be effective and mo
action bas been brought, the Governor mey delay homoring the
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demand for & veasomable time to permit the prosecution of
au action for support.

(€) If an action for support has been brought and the
person demanded has prevailed in that action, the Govermor
may decline to honor the demand.

(e) If au sction for support has been brought and
pursuant theretc the person demmndsd is subject to & support
order, the Governor may decline to homor the demand sc
long as the person demanded is complying with the support
order."

Bection 3. Sectiom 1508 of the Code of Civil Procedure of Guam
is hereby amended to read as follows:

“Section 1508. Mow Duties of Bupport Are Enforced.

All duties of support, including arresrages, are enforceable

by complaint irrespective of relatiomship between the obligor

and obligee. Jurisdiction eof all proceedings hereunder shall

be vested in the Island Court.”

Section 4. Section 1513 of the Code of Civil Procedure of CGuax
is heredby amended to read as follows:

"Section 1513. Costs and fees. The Island Court acting
either as an initisting or responding state may in its discretiom,
declare all or any part of the fees and costs shall be waived
or direct that auy part of or all fees and costs incurred in
the territory, imcluding without limitation by emumeration, fec
for filing, service of process, seizure of property, and steno-
graphic service of both complainant and defendant, or either, shall
be paid by the obligor.”

Section 5. Section 1516 of the Code of Civil Procedure of Guam
is hereby amended to read as follows:

“"Section 1516. Duty of the Court and Officials as the
Responding State. (a) When the Island Court acting &5 a res-
ponding state has received from the court of an initiating state
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the aforesaid copies the Clerk of the Court shall docket the
case and motify the Island Attormey of his actiom.

(d) The Island Attorney shall take all actiocnr necessary
in sccordance with the laws of the territory to give the court
jurisdiction of the defendant or of his property and shall we-
quest the Clerk of the Court to set & time and place for the
hearing."

SBection 6. Section 1517 of the Code of Civil Procedure of Guam
amended to read as follows:

"Section 1517. Purther Duties of Court and Officials
in the Responding State. (a) The Islané Attormey shall on
his own initiative wee 2ll means at his disposal to trace the
defendant or his property and if, due to imaccuracies of the

complainant or otherwise, the court camnot obtain jurisdiction,

the Island Attormey shall request the court to comtinue the casc
pending the recsipt of wore sccurate information or an smended

comrlaint from the court in the imnitiating state.

(b) If the defendant or his property is mot found withiu
the territory and the Island Attormey discovers that the defeadant
or his property may be found in any state he shall so inform the
court and thereupou the Clerk of the Court shall forward the
documents from the Island Court to & court in such state or to
the informstion agemcy or other proper official of such state
with & request that it forward the documents to the proper court,
Upon the receipt by the lsland Court of documents from auny state
whick is mot the imitiating state the Island Court snd the Island

Attorney shall have the same powers and duties under thisz act &s
if the documents had been originmally addressed to them. When the
Clerk of the Island Court retramnsmits documents to & court in
another state, he shall motify forthwith the court from which the
documents came.
(¢) I1f the Island Attormey has no information &s to the
-k -
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whereabouts of the obligor or his property bhe shall sc infors

the initiating court.”

Section 7. A mew Bection 1519 is hereby added to the Code of
Civil Procedure of Guam to vead as follows:

“"Section 1519. Hearing snd Determimation. If the com~
plainant is absemt from the responding state and the defendant
presents evidence which coastitutes & defense, the court shall
continue the case for further hearing and the submission of
evidence by both parties.”

Sectieon 8. Sectioms 151%, 1520, 1521, 1522, 1523, 1524, 1523,
1526, 1527 and 1528 of the Code of Civil Procedure of Guam are hereby
renumbered respectively Sectioms 1522, 1523, 1524, 1525, 1527, 1520, 1521,
1528, 1529 and 1530.

Section . 4 mew Section 1526 is hereby added to the Code of Civil

Procedure of Guam to read as follows:
"Section 152(. Proceedings mol to be stayed. No procesd-
ing under this act shall be stayed becasuse of the existing of
& pending action for divorce, separation, amulment, dissolution;
habeas corpus or custody proceeding.”
Sectioco 10. A mew Sectiom 1531 is heredy added to the Code of Civil
Procedure of Guam to vead as follows:
"Section 153i. This title may be cited as the Uniform
Reciprocal Enforcememt of Support Act.”
Section 11. The hsading of Title IXK, Part III of the Code of Civil
Procedure of Guax is hereby amended to read:
"Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act”
Bection 12. This Act shall take effect om the first day of the
first wmonth after approval thereof by the Govermor.
Section 13. This Act is an urgency measure.






