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FI~ GUAM ~bXSLArUKh

1959 (FIRST) Regular Session ]~

1 Bi 11 N•• B6 IDtroduced by -C-omm~i:-::t:-::::t:::e=E:-:on;;-jltuulilees,s,;-1b>JY'
request
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4 1/ AN ACT '1'0 REPEALCHAPTEB3. TITLE nIt
GOVERNJIEr\"'TCOOE OF GUAI, AND TO ENACT A

5 II NDl CBAPTEE 3 RELAnVE TO THE ADltINIS-

TRATION or PUBLIC WELFARE If\ GU~.
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8
BE IT ENACnD BY mr PEOPLE Of mE TERRITORY OF' GUAJ5:

Section 1. Chapter 3, Title YII, Government Cod~ of GU~I

9 II is hereby repeal ed.

10
Section 2. There is hereby en!c~ed a new Chapter 3, Titlf

11 II VII, GoYernme~t Code of Guam, to read a. lollow.:
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.Public Welfare

Subchapter A - General Provisiont

Sectio~ 6200. Director of Welfare. There is hereby

established B Diyjiion of Public Welfare of the Department

of Finance to be administered by the Dir~ctor of Finance,

as Director of Welfare ex officio, or by such other officer

of the government as the Governor may designate.

Section 6200.1. Personnel. The Director is authorized

to appoint such personnel and fix their duties, under and

in accordance with Title V. Government Code of Guam, Sf roay

be necessary for purposc~ of this Chapter.

Section 6200.2. Duties Generally. It shall be the

~uty of the Director to:

. (a) Administer public assistaDce and child welfare

serviceE in Guam, and in accord therewith to adopt such

rules aDd regulations subject to the approval of the

Governor. as may be aecessary or desirable.

(b) Cooperate with the Federal Government in

carrying oat the purpose! of the Social Security Act in

matters pertaining to public welfare, public assistance
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and child welfare servIces.

Section 6200.3. Federal grants. The Director shall

comply with all Federal requirements pertaining to methods

and standards of administration and shall make such rules

and regulations and follow such procedure as may be required

for the receIpt f~o~ the Federal Government of grants or

grants-In-aid for public assistance Bnd such administrative
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costs as are provided in connection therewith.

Section 6200.4. Prevention and treatment of conditions

giving rise to need. The Director may carryon or administer

or cooperate ~ith other public or private agencieE in work

or activities for the purpose of preventing or treating

conditions givinQ rise to the need for public assistance in any

case in wbich such work or activIties may prevent, shorten

or eliminate the need of public assistance. Such work or

activities, if any, shall be taken into consideration tn

deciding upon or deferring action upon any application for

public assistance.

Section 6200.5. Assistance payments inalienable.

All assistance payments shall be inalienable by any assign-

ment, sale, attachment, garnishmen~, execution or otherwise.

Section 6200.6. Frauds, penaltiet. (a) Any person

who, by means of 8 wilfully false statement or representation,

or by impersonation or other fraudulent device, obtains or

attempts to obtain, or aids or abets any other person to

obtain, public assistance to which he 1s Dot justly entitled,

or a larger amount of assistance than that to which he iE

justly entitled, or any recipient who buys or disposes of

real property or any person who knowingly aids or abets a

recipient in the purchase or sale of real property without

the consent of the Director, in order to qualify for public

assistance or a continuation of such assistance, shall be
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guilty of misdemeanor.

(b) Any Bssistance or portion of same obtained by

Bny fraudulent device, and 8DY assistance paId after receipt

of resources which kave Dot been reported to the Director

shall be recoverable by the government of ~uam for the use

of the Welfare Division.

Section 6200.7. Cancellation or revision. If, at

any time during the continuance of public assistance, the

recipient, or Bny person legally liable for the support of

the recipient becomes possessed of any property or income

in addition to that available at the time the grant was

made, the Director may either cancel the assistance or

change the amount thereof.

Section 6200.8. Assistance payments, subject to change

or repeal. All public assistance granted under the provisionE

of this Chapter shall be deemed to be granted and held subject

to the provisionE of any amending or repealing act that may

be passed and no recipient under this Chapter shall have any

claim fOJ: compensation or otherwise by reason of his assistance

being affected in any way by any such amending or repealing

act.

Section 6200.9. Incompetency of recipient. If the

recipient 1s found incapable of taking care of his money

or himself, the Director may direct Bssistance to be paid to

a legal guardian or any other reputable person for his benefit

or may suspend assistance for such period as he deems fit.

Section 6200.10. Misuse of lists and records. It

sball be unlawful, except for purposes directly connected

with the administration of this Chapter and 1n accordance

with regulations, for any person or persons to solicit,

disclose, receive, or make use of, or authorize, knowingly

permit, participate in, or acquiesce in the use of any list
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of, or Dame6 of, or 8ny information eODcernIng, persons

applying for or receiving public Bssistance, directly or

indirectly derived from tbe records, papers, files, or

communications of th~ Vivision of Public Welfare, or

acquired in tbe course of performance of official duties.

Any violation of thiE section sball be 8 misdemeanor.

Section 6200.11. Gifts for welfare purposes.

The Director iE 8utborized to accept, on bebalf of the

government of Guam, gifts, bequestE and donationt for

welfare purposeE, and may expend any sums so rec~ived for

tbe pRrposes set out i~ thi~ Chapter, in addition to the

regular appropriations made for such purpose&.

Subchapter B

Specific Provisions CoveriD~ Public Assistanc~

Section 6201. ApplicatioDE for public assistance.

Applications for public assistance under this Subchapte~

shall be made to th~ Oirecto! by the applicant, or by someanr

acting in his behalf, in the manner, place and forw prescribed

by the Director.

No applicant shall b~ ~ntitled to public assistance

under this Subchapter who has sufficient income or ether

resource, to provido n subsistence compatible to decency and

health, or who i~ an inmate of any institution established

primarily for tuberculosis or mental illness, or for deten

tion or forcible eonfineme~t or correction; or who is an

inmate of any public institution of B Don-cur&tive character1

but an inmate of sucb an institution mentioned in thi, section

may apply for assistance to begin after his discharge from

such aD institution.

In determining the Beeds of ~ blind applicant the

Director, so long as sucb exception is a requirement of the

Social Security Act that mutt be complied with in order for

- 4 -
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the territory to recejye federal matching fundE under the

program of aid to the blind, shall not take into consideration

the first $50 per month of earned income of such blind applicant,

Section 6201.1. Aged persons. A person shall be eligible

for public assistance who:

(8) Is iL D&eC 8na ha6 not sufficient income or other

resource~ tc provid~ a subsis~encE compatibl~ with decency

8nd healthj and

(b) Ii sixty-five (65) years of age or morej

provided that, in the event that the minimum age for determining

eligibility fo~ ole age assistanc~ under the federal laws it
reduc~, the mintmur. age prescribed by this paragraph shall

tL~~ebj aut~atic&ll} he reduced ~o conform to such federal

minim~t but in no ca5e belol. sixty (60) year,.

Section 6201.2. Blind persons. A person shall be eligible

for public assistance who:

(a) IE in need and hss Dot sufficient income or other

resourceE to provid~ n subsistence compatible with decency

bnd healthj provided, that 50 lon~ B~ sucL exception is &

requirement of the Social Security Act that must be complied

with i~ order for Gu~ to re~eive federal matching funds under

the progr~ of aid to the blind, the first fifty dollarz

($50.00) per month of earned income of such person shall net

be taken into account in determining needj and

(b) Ba~ no visio~ or WhOSL viEion with corrective glasseE

is so defectiv€ as to prevent th6 perfo~ance of ordinary

activities for which eyesight is essential.

Section 6201.3. Children. A child shall be eligible for

public assistance who:

(2) Is in n~~d 80d haf not sufficient income or other

resource~ to provide care and support compatible with decency

and healthj
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(b) Has Dot attained the age of eighteen (18) yearsi

(c)Is depri~ed of parental support or suitable care

by reason of the death, continued absence from home, physicalor mental incapacity, or cruelty, neglect or depravity on thepart of a parenti Bnd(d)

Is living in 8 home witb hiB fathe~f mother, grand-

father, grandmother, brother, sister, stepfather, stepmotheI,

stepbrother, stepsister, uncle. Bunt, first COUSiL, nephe~

or niece, in B place of residence maintained by soch relative

as his 0WJj home.

Section 6201.4. Permanently and totally disabled persont.

A perso~ shall be eligible for publi~ assistance who:

(a) Is in need and has not sufficient income or other

resourceE to provide £ subsistence compatible with decency

and hen! th i
(b) Bas attained the age of eighteen (18) years; and

(c) Is peDnBnently and totally disabled. as such may

be defined from time to time in the Social Security Act Bnd

Federal rules and regulations pertaining thereto.

Section 6201.5. Determination of amount of assistance. The

amount of public assistance granted, including funds received from

the federal Government, shall not exceed in tbe case of any applicant

an amount iL excess of that determined upon investigation or by the

decision of the Director to be compatible with maintaining decency

and health. In pranting public assistance to a person the Director

may tak~ into account part or all of the Deed, of such person's

dep~ndentSt provided they also are eligible for public assistance.

In the event that sucb grant bas tBke~ into consideration Gnly part

of th~ need! of such other eligible persons such grant shall be

without prejudice to 8 separate grant of 8lsi.taBce to stich persons

or any of them, at may be proper upon consideration of their remain-

lng needs and in compliance with the provisions of this Chapter.
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In determining the needs of B blind applicant the Director shall

not take 1nto consideration the first fifty dollars ($50.00) per

month of earned income of such blind applicant so long as such

exception 1s B requirement of the Social Security Act that must

be complied ~ith in Drder for Guam to receive Federal matching

funds under the progr~ of aid to the blinc.

Subchapter C

Child ~elfarc Services

Section 6202. Purpose. It is th~ purpose of this Subchapter

to establish, extend, and strengthen public welfare services for

the protection and care of homeless, dependent and neglected

children, delinquent children, and children in danger of becoming

delinquent, in order to provide adequate child welfare services

for GualL.

Section 6202.1. Cooperation with Federal Government.

The Division of Public Welfare of the Department of finance iE

hereby desiQnated 8£ the agency to cooperate with the Federal

Government, or any agency or instrumentality thereof, in establishing,

extending and strengthening child welfare services.

Section 6202.2. Plan for child welfare services. The Director,

through the Division of Public ~elfaret 1s hereby authorized:

(8) To develop jointly with the Federal Government,

through itE appropriate agency or instrumentality, a plan

for the purpose specified in Section 6202 and to make such

rules and regulations as may be necessary' or desirable for

the administration of ~uch plaD Bnd the provisions of this

Subchapter.

(b) To receive and expend in accordance with such plan

any funds made available by the Federal Government for such

purposes.

(c) To develop services for the encouragement and as

sistance of adequate methods of community child welfare
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orgaDlzatloD fa accordsDee with luch plaD.

Subchapter D

Geaeral Aalll~aace

SectJOD 6203. Geaeral Aillatuce. The Director shall

admiDlster public ••slltaace to thole Deedr per.oa. Dot othe~.e

provided for uDder \hI. Chapter. who lor aD1 re.loaa .atllfactor,r to

tbe Director are unable to prowl••• atflcleDt support tor theace!yel

or UsOIe depeltdeJlt apoa Usell.

SectiOD 6203.1. ApplJeatloaa. Applleatloas fer veaeral

ass! stnce shall be lIZ8C1ebr tile appUc•• t er h, ICIIIeOH IIc~lag J.
bb bebalf fa the __ 1'. place ad tom PI'ftCrlbed b, the Director.

Seetin 6203.2. Amou~ot granu. Dpn receipt of •• appllca

tloa for veneral .a.Jataace. \be Dlrecter •••al1 .1JIyeatlvate ad
prepare a complete record of the c1rcautaace •• f \be applleDt

aDd hi. dcpelldeJlt •• If 11II1. tIIe ••.• t er n1" of .ucIaanlltuee
Ihall DOteaetwl ncll .1aJJR. as 1. tlte Jlldg.eat of iIIe Dlnctor

.111 prOY!de for tile 8111s.. lINda laclvdbG lood. ue1t.er.elotJabtg.

atllftJu aDdfacJdedall compatible with tile Ilall1teJ1aee .f deceJlC1

ad Ua1tll of ••• appllcaat. ad hi. depudeah ••

Sectl •• S. 11111Ac' I•••uve., _sore.
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