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Public Law 105--Third Guam Legislature
1956 (SECOND Regular Session
G. L. 237
AN ACT

An Act to amend Sections 13500, 13502, 13503, 13505,
13511, 13512, 13513 and 13514 of Chapter §, Title XIV,
Government Code of Guam, to repeal Sections 13506 and
13507 of Chapter 6, Title XIV, Government Code of Guam,
and enact new Sections 13506 and 13507 in lieu thereof,
to add new Sections 13526 and 13527 to Chapter 6, Title
XIV, Government Code of Guam, to repeal Sections 19432,
19433, 19434, 19435, 19436, and 19437 of Chaprer 4, Title
XX, Government Code of Guam, for disposition of applica-
tions to purchase or lease government-owned real property
ard for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the People of the Territory of Guam:

Section 1. Section 13500, Chapter 6, Title XIV,
Government Code of Guam, is hereby amended to read as
follows:

“Section 13500. Land Transfer Board:
Composition: Chairman. There is within the
government of Guam the Land Transfer
Board. The Board shall consist of five mem-
bers appointed by the Governor by and with
the advice and consent of the Legislature.
The Governor shall designate one of the
members to be chairman of the Board. The
appointed members shall serve for terms of
three years; provided, however, that of the
members first appointed, one shall be ap-
pointed for a term of one year and two shall
be appointed for terms of two years. Every
member of the Board who is not in the ser-
vice of the government, for which he re-
ceives an annual compensation, shall be
paid $10.00 for each attendance of a meeting
upon his duties.”
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Section 2. Section 13502, Chapter 6, Title X1V, Section 5. Sectuion 13506, Chapter 6, Tutle XIV,
Government Code of Guam, is hereby amended to read as Government Code of Guam, is repealed in wts entirety, and
follows: a new Section 13506 1s enacted in lieu thereof, to read as

follows:

“Section 13502. Same: Clerical and

other assistance. The Department of Land “Secuion 13506, Same: procedure. l'pon

Management shall provide the Doard with
such technical and clerical personne! and
office facilities as may be reasonably ne-

the filing of an application to lease or pur-
chase government real property, the Lxecu-
tive Secretary shall promptly:

cessary, including an Executive Secretary

who shall maintain the office of record for (a) Transmic a copy of the application

the Board.” to the Director of l.and Magagement for in-
vestigation in accordance with the rules of
Section 3. Section 13503, Chapter 6, Title X1V, the Board, and
Government Code of Guam, 1s hereby amended to read as
follows: (b) Place the application upon the
agenda for the next regular meeting of the
“Section 13503. Same: rules. The Board Board.”
is authorized to make, subject to approval
by the Governor, reasonable rules not in- - Section 6. Secuion 13507, Chapter 6, Pule X1V,
consistent with law to effectuate the provi- Governmeni Code of Guam, is repealed in its entirety, and
sions of this chapter.” a new Section 13507 is enacted in lieu thereof, to read as
follows:

Section 4. Section 13505, Chapter 6, Title XIV,

Government Code of Guam, is hereby amended to read as
follows:

“Section 13505. Applications to lease or
purchase land: how filed: fee. Any person,
firm or corporation wishing to lease or pur-
chase any government real property shall
file a written application for such lease or
purchase with the Executive Secretary of the
Board. The application shall be in such
form and shall contain such information as
prescribed by rule made under authority of
Section 13503 of this chapter. A filing fee
of five dollars ($5.00) shdll be paid with
cach application and shall not be returned;
provided, however, that the Board may in 1ts
discretion, waive the filing fee for any des-
Gtute person.”

“Section 13507. Same: same: Notice
and hearing required: consideration by the
Board.

(a) Each applicationfiled shall be given
preliminary consideration by the Board at
ws first regular meeting following the filing
of the application. Upon such preliminary
consideration, the Board shall determine:
(1) Whether the application i1s complere and
in proper form; (2) the time and place for
public hearing upon the application; (3)
what special investigation, if any, 1s to be
made prior o the public hearing.

(b) A public hearing shall be held by
the Board upon cach application, at which
the applicant and all interested persons
shiall have an upportunjty to be heard.
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(c) At least ten days notice of such
public hearing shall be given to the appli-
cant, the public of Guam, the Governor, and
all heads of departments and agencies of the
government of Guam. Such notice shall be
in the form prescribed by rule of the Board
and shall contain the time and place of the
hearing, the name and address of the appli-
cant, the description of the land applied for,
and such other information as the Board con-
siders appropriate. Notice to the applicant
may require the applicant to attend. Notice
to the public may be given by publication in
a newspaper of general circulation in Guam
or by posting in at least two public places
in each village in Guam. Notice to heads
of departments and agencies of the govern-
ment of Guam may provide that unless ob-
jection is made or information furnished by
such departments and agencies at or before
the public hearing, the Board will presume
that thie land applied for is not 1n use by and
not essential for the use of suchdepartments
and agencies.

(d) Promptly after the public hearing
upon an application the Goard shall consider
the application, make che findings required
by this chapter 10 be made, and make its
decision upon the application. The deci-
sion of the Board may be 1o approve the ap-

plication, to disapprove it, or to defer it for

furcher investigation. If the application is
deferred for further investigation, the re-
quired investigation shall be made without
delay.”

Section 7.  Sectvion 13511, Chapter 6, Title X1V,
Government Code of Guam, is hereby amended to read as
follows:

]

</

"Section 13511. Same: applications:
restrictions.

(a) No person, fiem or corporation shall
be allowed any priority who shall have pre-
viously, on the same facts establishing the
priority, claimed and been allowed any pri-
ority under this Title, or any priority or pre-
ference equivalent thereunto authorized
under any ocher provision of law, whether or
not the transaction in which such priority
was claimed and allowed was ever completed,
provided an opportunity to complete such
transaction was offered.

(b) Under the application procedure, not
wmore than one loc, tract, or parce! may be
sold 1o any one person or married coﬁplc;
provided, however, that the Board may grane
exceptions to this limitation when such ex-
ceptions are warranted by hardship, equity,
or the public interest.

(c) Except as may berequired to effectu-
ate th_e provisions of Section 13512, the ap-
plication procedure provided in this chapter
may be used only to lease or purchase indi-
vidual residential, commercial, or indus-
trial lots, or rural or agricultural parcels not
exceeding five (5) hectares in size; provided,
however, that for good cause the Board may
make euch exceptions as will materially con-
tribute to the public interests. Unless such
exceptions be made, sales or leases of larger
tracts shall be made only at public auction
or upon sealed bids as provided in Section
13515.%

Section B, Section 13512, Chapter 6, Ticle X1V,
Government Code of Guam, is hereby amended to read as
follows:
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"Section 13512. Conveyances to reli-
glous and non-profit organizations and cer-
tain designated classes of persons. The
Governor of Guam is authorized to sell par-
cels of land to religious or charitable non-
profic organizations at the fair value thereof
and to the following designated classes of
persons under the terms therein set forth:

One, persons or surviving speuse or
children now occupying government land who
originally went into possession of said land
under the terms of a lease with the Naval
Government of Guam or the United States
Government for the improvement of the said
land by the tenant and which lease was
thereafter cancelled by Military Goverament
general order 3-46, dated February 9, 1946.
Such sales shall be at fair value less ap-
propriate credit for the value of the unexpired
portion of the lease term had said lease not
been cancelled.

T'wo, persons or surviving spouse or
children who have constructed or added im-
provements to government-owned land having
originally occupied the same under color of
right or express government permission and
who are now occupying the same. Such sales
shall be at fair value but the price to be
paid shall not include the value of said im-
provements.

Provided, however, that only land held
by the government of Guam in fee simple or
to which hereafter the government of Guam
may be able to pass title with the consent
of the Secretary of the Interior shall be sub-
ject to the provisions of this section. Any
religious or charitable non-profit organiza-
tion or persons designated in this section

A
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desiring to procure land pursuant to the terms
hereof shall make application in accordance
withSection 13505 and the rules of the Board
and shall pay the filing fee as provided
therein.  Each application filed Ly a reli-
gtous or charitable non-profi¢ organization
shall be accompanied by the certificate of
the Director of Finance that the organization
has been properly created and registered in
Guam as such religious or charitable non-
profit organization.

Applications filed under this section
shall be acted upon in accordance with rhe
procedure prescribed in applicable sections
of this chapter; provided, however, that no
priority established by other sections of this
Title shall affect or be applied te applica-
tions filed under this section.

In addition to the conditions precedent
to the approval of any application set forch
in Secuion 13508 hereof, the Board must find
as a condition precedent to the approva! of
any application filed under this section by
religious or charitable non-profit organiza
tion,. that the land is reasonably necessary
to enable the organization to carry our the
functions for which the organization was
established.

No land shall be conveyed or transferred
hereunder o religtous or non-profit organiza-
tions for agriculoural, commercial, industrial
or any other purpose outside the scope of
the functions for which the organization was
established and in which the organization
customarily participates. It is the intent of
this section that conveyances or transfers
of land hercunder to these organizations
ultimately shall accrue to the benefit of the
people of Guam by assisting in provisions
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for their religious, moral and social welfare,
and not for the personal gain of members of
the organizations.”

Section 9. Section 13513, Chapter 6, Title X1V,

"

-

or tender payment of the price fixed by the
Board which price may take into considera-
tion the price received by the applicant from
the Naval Government of Guam or the Govern-
ment of the United States for lands previous-
ly taken from him by these agencies or shall

Government Code of Guam, is hereby amended to read as T enter a purchase contract in accordance with
foltoms: Section 13516, If cthe applicant fails or re-
fuses so to make or tender payment or to

-

“Section 13513. Report of Board: action
thereon.

(a) If the Board approves an application
it shall report its findings and recommenda-
tions thereon to the Governor.

(b) The Governor shall either approve or
disapprove each application that has been
approved by the Board; if the Governor ap-
proves an application, he may accept or re-
ject, in whole or in part, the Board’s re-
commendations for specific terms and condi-
tions to be included in the lease, deed, or
contract; he shall notify the Board in writing
of his decision.

(c) Ilmmediately upon receipt of notice
that the Governor has approved an applica-
tion, the Executive Secretary shall give
written notice of approval to the applicant
and to the Director of Land Management.
Upon such notice of approval, the Director
shall proceed to complete the transaction,

enter a contract, the action of the Board and
of the Governor upon his application shall be
of no effect, and the application shal!l be
deemed 1o have been disapproved without
prejudice other than loss of priority rights
as provided in Section 13511."

Secuon 10.  Section 13514, Chapter 6, Title XV,
Government Code of Guam, is hereby amended by adding

thereto subsection (g) to read as follows:

"(g) Leases for terms not exceeding five
(5) years may be made by the Director of
Land Management with the approval of the
Governor; leases for terms looger than five
(5) years may be made ounly upon approval by
the Board and the Governor tn accordance
with the procedure elsewhere in this chapter
provided. Provided further thac the Governor
i lus discretion may refer to the Board for
its findings and recommendations and appli-
catton o lease land for a term of five years
or less.”

Secuon 11, There is hereby added to Chapter 6, Title
X1V, Government Code of Guam, Section 13526 thereof, o
read as follows:

in compliance with the provisioris of this
chapter and the recommendations of the *
Board as approved by the Governor.

(d) Within amety (90) days after an - "Section 13526, Property on which the
applicant receives written notice of final right 1o redeem has expired: sale or lease
approval of his application, he shall make of: special prioricy.
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(a) If utle, possession or control of any
property owned, possessed or controlled by
the government, vested in the government or
its predecessors, or such property became

e ——
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ing ac the end of the fiscal year, any re-
commendations as to legislation, and such
other information as the Board considers of

subject tp sule by the government or its pre- intereac.”

decessors by reason of non-payment of taxes -
prior to December 8, 1941 by the last private
owner thereof or by reason of mortgage fore-
closure, such’ property is deemed to be
government real property within the meaning
of this chapter.

Secuion 13, Sections 19432, 19433, 19434, 19435,
194‘56, and 19437, Chapter 4, Title XX, Government Code
of Guam, are hereby repealed in their entirety.

-

Secuon 11, This Act is an urgency measure.

(b) The property described in subsection
(a) of this section may be sold or leased in
accordance with this chapter in the same
manner as other government real property.

Approved August 9, 1956.

(c) Provided, however, that notwith-
standing any other provision of this chapter,
with reference to each lot, tract, or parcel F
of such property as described in subsection
(a) of this section, the last private owner or
his heirs shall have first priority to lease or
purchase such lot, tract, or parcel.
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(d) This secuion shall not be applied so
as to deprive any person of rights acquired
through any transaction prior to the effective
date of this section.

|
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Section 12. There 18 herehy added to Chapter 6, Title {
X1V, Government Code of Guam, Section 13527 thereof, to {
read an follows: '

“Section 13527. Board to submit annual ¢
report: contents. Annually, on or before
September 1st, the Board shall Submit to-the
Governor and the Legislature a written report d
of its work during the fiscal year last ended.
The report shall cover applications filed, !
applicasions disposed of, applications pend- '
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