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Public. Law lO~,-,Thlrd Guam LegislaturE

1956 (SECOND I Regular Session

G. L 237

AN /I CT

An Act to amend ~ctions 13500. 13502, 13503. 13505,
13511, 13512, 13513 and 13514 of Chapter 6, Title XIV.
Government Code of Guam, to repeal ~ctions 13506 and
13507 of Chapter 6, Title XN, Go~ernment Code of Guam,
and enact ne'ft' Sections 13506 and 13507 in lieu tbereof,
to add Dew ~ctions 13526 and 13527 to Chapter 6, Title
XIV, Government Code of Guam, to repeal Sections 19432,
19433, 19434, 19435, 19436, and 19437 of Chapter 4, Title
XX, Govemmenr Code of Guam, for disposition of applica­
tions to purchase or Jease government-owned real property
artd for otber purposes.

Be it enacted by th, People of the Territory of Guam:

Section 1. Section 13500, Chapter 6, Title XIV,
Government Code of Guam, is hereby amc:ndeq to read as
follows:

·Section 13500. Land Transfer Board:
Composition: Cha·rman. There is 'Within the
government of Guam the land Transfer
Board. The Board shall consist of five mem­
bers appointed b)' the Governor b}' and ~'ith
the advice and consent of the Legislature.
The GOTernor shall designate one of the
rrembers to be chairman of the Board. The
appointed members shall serve, for terms of
three lears; pro,- ided, h01i ev et, that of the
members first appointed, one shall be ap­
pointed for a term of one year and two shall
be appointed for terms of t'Wo ~·ears. Ever)'
member of the Board .•ho is not in the ser­

vice of the government, for ,.'hich he re­
ceiTes an annual compensation, shall be
pa.id S 10.00 for each attendance of a meeting
upon his duties.·
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Section 2. Section 13502, Chapter 6. Title XIV,
\jovernme:nt Code: of Guam, is hereby amended to redd as
folio ••·8:

v • v 6
~CCtlllll':;. Sc:ctlon 1~506, Chapter 6, Title XIV,

GlIVt:rnnlC:JU CoJe of (;U.1I\1, is rc:pealed in its c:milety, .\lId
a lie,", Seci ion I \506 is c:nlJcted in lieu thereof. to rt:dU M.
follows:

"Section 13506. Sallie: procedure. (Ipon
ti,e filing of an appl ication to lease or pur­
chase govt:rllmcm real property, the Execu­
live St:cret,lry shall promptly:

(a) Transmit a copy of the applIcation
to Ihe Director of I.and Mal,la~emel1t for in­
vesli~"'tion in accorJanct: with the rules of
Ihe BOdrJ, and

$c:cllon 6. St:CIIOII 1'\507. Chapter 6, ride XI\',
Government Cod~ of Guam, is repealed in its entirety, dlld
a new Sc:ction 1\507 is etlacted in.lieu thereof. to read dS
follows:

·Section 13502. Same: Clerical and
other assistance. The: Department of Land
Management shall prov ide the Doard with
such technical and clerical personnel and
office facilities as may be reasonably ne­
cessary. includinl( an EAecutive Secretar)
who shall maintain the office of record for
the Board.·

Section 3. Section 1350.~. Chapter 6. ride XIV.
Government Code of Guam. is hereby amended to read as
folio," II:

·Section 13503. S••IIIe: rules. Th. Board
18 authorized to make. subject to approval

b)' the Governor. reasonable rules not in­
consistent Ytith laYt ro effectuate the prov i­
s ion8 of this chapter.·

(I.» Place

dgt:nda for Ihe
BOard .•

Ihe applicallOlI upon the
lIexl re!;uldC meeting of tht:

Section 4.
Govemment Code
follows:

Section 13505. Chapter 6. Tide XIV,
of Guam. is hereby amended to reltd as "SC:CIiOIl I ~S07. Same: sallie:: Notice:

and hear ing rcqu ired: cons ideration by the
Board.

·Section 13505. Applications to lease: or
purchase land: hoYt filed: fee. Any person.
firm or corporation wishing to lease or pur­
chsltc any government real property shall
file a written application for such Ie:ase or
purchase with the Executive Secretary of the
Roard. The appHcation shall be in such
form and shall contain such information as

prescribed by rule made under authority of
Section 13503 of this chapter. A WinK fee
of five dollars (S5.00) shlill be paid with
coldl application and shall not be returned;
prov lded. however, that the Board may in its
discretion, waive the filing fee for any des­
IIIUIc: person.·
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(a) Each applicatiun filed shall be given
prdiminiuy consideration. by the Board al
us fir~l regular meeting following the filing
of the applic.tlion. IJpon such preliminary
cOllsidt:riHIOII. the Board shall determine:

(I) Whether the applicdlioll is complete and
In prope:r form; (2) the time and place for
public heitf1llK uphn thc: application; (:I,)

what topecial inve!ttigatlon, if any, is 10 be
wade prior (0 Ihe puIJLh.: hc:arlng.

(II) A pul,lIc hedrln!o\ ~hall be hdJ byd.e Ou.ml upun c:acll dpp! ication, at which
I he "I,\,II,-oilll .111\1 all interested pc:r:-'OIlS
:011 • .1111 ••• (; .tlll'I'I'Ulllllljty tu be heard.
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(c) At leluit ten days notice of such
public hearing shall be given to the appli­
cant. the public of Guam, the Governor, and
all heads of departments and agencies of the
governmcnt of Guam. Such notice shall be
in the form prescribed by rule of the 30ard
and IJIhall contain the time and place of the
hearing. the name and addrcss of the appli­
cant, the dcscription of the land applied for.
and such othcr information as the Board con­

siders appropriate. Notice to the applicant
may rcquire the applicant to attend. Notice
to the public may be givcn by publication in
a ne."ipapcr of gencral circulation in Guam
or by posting 11\ at least t-wo public places
ill each v illage in Guam. Notice to heads
uf Jepiutment9 and agencies of tbe govern­
ment of Guam may prov ide that unless ob­
jection is made or information furnished by
such dcpartments and agencies at or before
the public hearing, (he Board will presume
that th'e land applied for is OOt in use by and
not e8sential for the use of suchdepartmems
and agencies.

(d) Promptly after the public hearing
upon an application the UoarJ shall cOlIsiJe:r
the application, make the fiodin!(s required
by this chapter to be made. and make: its
decision upon the application. The deci­
sion of the Board may be: w approve the ap­
plication, to disapprove it. or to defe:r it for
furdu:r investigation. If the: application is
defe:rred for further investigation, the re­
lluire:d investigation shall be made -without
del.iy.-

Sc:ction 7. Section n511, Chapter 6, Tide: XI\'.
1.<I"crOOlclI[ Code: of Guam, i" hereby Rmen.ted to read as
t(,!lows:

4
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·Se:ction 13511. Samc: appliclitionti:
retitrtCtlOIUI.

(a) No pe:rlion, firm or corporation shall
be iillowe:d any priorit y -who shall hue pre­
v ioutil y, on th~ same facts establishing the:
priority, claillle:d and been allo-wcd any pri­
ority under (hill Tide. or any priority or pre­
fercoce: equivale:m thercunto authorized
unJe:r any other provision of la-w, -whether or

not thc transaction in which such priority
-was claimed and allowe:d -was evcr completcd.
prov iJed an opportunity to complete sucl.
tranliliction -was offcrc:d.

(11) Under the: application procedure, not
IIlore dlan one: lot. tract, or parcel may be:
s,>ld to auy one person or married couple;
provided, howe:ve:r, that the Board may gram
eJ.cc:ptions to this limitation when such (OX­

ce:ptions are: -wRrranted by hardship. la.quity.
or the public inte:rC:!tt.

(c) Exce:pt as may be required 10 effectu­
ate the provisions of Section 13S12, the ap­
plication procc:dure: prov ided in this chapter
may be use:d only to lease or purchase indi­
vidual residentiltJ, comme:rcial, or indus­
trial lots. or rural or agricultural pRrcd", not
cJtce:edin8 five (5) hectlU'CII in size; provided,

ho-we:ve:r, tlllU for gooJ cause Ihe Board may
,»luke liuch exceptions as .ill materially con­
tribute to the: public interel!lts. Unle ••s Hueh

exceptionb be IIIltde, sales or leases of lar!l;cr
tracts shall be made only at public auction
or upon sc:ale:d bids a8 provided in Secdon
13515. -

Section 8. Section nS12. Chapter 6, Tide: XIV,
Goverlllllcnt Code of Gu,un, is hereby amended to reltd I\t!i
follo~ s:

5
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"Section 13512. Conveyances to reli­
gious and non-profit organizations and cer­
tain des ignated clalises of persons. The
Governor of Guam is authorized to sell par­
cds of land to religious or charitahle non­
prufit organizations at the fair value thereof
and to the following designated classes of
pertllons under the terms therein set forth:

One, persons or surviving spouse or
children now occupying government land who
originally went intb possession of said land
under the terms of a lease with the Navill
Government of Guam or the Uniced States
Government fot the improvement of the said
land by the tenant and which lease was

thereilfter cancelled by Military Government
general order 3-46, dated February 9, 1946.
Such sales shall be at fair .,alue less ap­
proptitue credit for the 'nlue of the unexpired
portion of the lease term had said lease not
been cancelled.

Two, pcrllluns or survIving spOutlie or
children who have constructed Or added im­

provements to government-owned land having
originally occupied the same under color of

right or express government permission andwho are now occupying the same. Such sales

shall be .at fair value but the price to be
paid shall not include the value of said im­
provements.

Provided, huwever, that only land held
by the government of Guam in fee simple or
to which hereafter the government of Guam
may be able to pa8S tide with the consent
of the: Secretary of the Interior shall be suh­
ject to the prov isions of thiS lJIecdon. Any

religious or charitable non-profit organt~.t­
tion or persons designated in this section

6
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Jc::,;iClII~ 10 procure: land pursuant to the term:;
hc:rc:uf sh811 make application in accordance
wid. Section 13505 and the rules of the: UourJ

<iU.! shall pay the filing fee as provldc:J
dlC:rC:1I1. Each application filed tJy a rc-li­
giouiS ur charitable non-profit or!(anizlition
!lhdll be: accompanied by the cert ificate of
the Director of Finltnce that the organization
has be:en properly created and regi!ftered in
Guam as such rc:1igious or charitable non­
profit organization.

Applications filed under this section
shedl be acted upon in accordance with d,,:
procedure prescribed in applicable ~ecti(>f\s
of this chapter; provided, however, that no
priority csti\blished by Other sections of this

'ride shall affect or be: applied t" appllcn­
tions filed under this section.

In addition to the cond.itions precedellt
10 die approval of tiny application tiet forth
in Section 0508 hereof, the Doard mUst find

as It condition precedcnt to the approval of
any application filed undcr this section by it
rc:liKious or charitable non-profit orgcuPza
tioll,. Ihat the land is reasonably neces~ .••trY
(u cllable the orgdllizilHion to carry Out ,11/'

{unctions for which the organizatiun w""
e:stabl i:oheJ.

No laud sh ••11 lit: conveyed or transfe:rred

IlercunJer to religIOUS or non-profit orgall".<\­
lions for agClcultural, commcrcial, industrictl
lIr dllY other purpose outside the /!ICOpe of
the functhHls (or which the: orgalllzdtion WdS
estdblisheJ dnd In which the orgdnizalioll
CusHllI1drily Pdrticilldte:S. It is the tntent of
this seclioll thdt conveyances or transfer'i
uf land hereunJer to these orl(ctllizatiolls
uhirn.udy shall accrue (0 the bc:nefit of (~Il:
people: uf GUdl1l by as/!IiNting in provisH>lIs

7
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c
for their religiouli, moral and social welfare,
lind not for the personal gain of members of
the orgl1llizations.·

Section 9. Section 13513, Chapter 6, Title XIV,
Government Code of Guam, is hereby amended to read as
follows:

·Section 13513. Report of Board: actioo
thereon.

(a) If the Board approves an application
it shall report its findings and recommenda­
tions thereon to the Governor.

(b) The Governor shall either approve or
Jisapprove each application that has been
approved by the Board; if the Governor ap­
proves an application, he may accept or re­
Ject, in whole or in part, the Board's re­
commeAdations for specific terms and condi­
tions to be included in the lease, deed, or

contract; he shall notify the Board in writing
of his decision.

(c) Immediately upon receipt of notice
dldl the Governor has approved an applica­
lion, the Executive Secretary shall give
wrHten notice of approval to the applicant
and to the Director of Land Management.
Upon !>uch notice of approval, the Director
shall proceed to complete the transaction,
HI compliance with the provisions of this
..::haph:r and the recommendations of the

Board as approved by the Governor.

v
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v u
or lender paYlllenl uf Ihe price fixed by the
130ard which price IIId)' take into considera­
tioll the: price: received by Ihe applicant from
the NllVdl Governmellt of Guam or the Govern­

lIIenl of thc United Stutes for lands previous­
ly take:n fmm him by these agencies or shall
elUer d purchase contr.tct in accordance with
Section l3'5J6. If the: applicant fails or re­
fuses so to make or tenJer payment or to
cntcr it contract, the action of the Board anJ

of tlae Governor upon his application shall be

of no dfcct, and the application shall be
dec:me:J to havc been disapproved without
prejudice other than loss of priority rights
as prov ided in Scct ion 13511."

Secti9n to. Sc:clion n514, Chapter 6. Tide XI\'.
Guvernmt:Ol Co,le of Guam, i~ hercby amendc:d by a,ldillfo(
Ihereto subsection (g) to reaJ as follows:

"(K) Ledses fm terms not exceeding five
(5) ye:ars lIIay he made by the Director of
LanJ Manilgellle:1It with the approval of the
Governur; ledses fur lerm" longer than five
(5) yeiUs 1II.1Y he wade: Oldy upon approval by
Ihe UOilrd dlld Ihe Govcrnor in accordance

witla thc: proceJure c:lsewlacrc in this chaptcr
pII)\'I.le,1. Providcd further that the Governor
ill III" ,11:.erc:tioll IIIUYrde:r to the 80ard for
It:. f in.llUgs dlld rccollllllcndutions and appli­
e.llion lu ledse l.tHO for il Icrlll of five years
or less."

Seelloll II. The:re I:. held)y dJded to Chaplcr 6, Tidt.:
XI\'. GUVCfllIllClI1 Cude: of Guam, St.:ction 1~526 the:rc:o', to
rCdd .IS folio",,,:

"/

(J) Within ninety (90) days after an
applicant receives wrinen notice of filial
approval of his application, he shall make

~

"~c":IIUII 13526.

r1?-;hl to reJce:1I1 hilS
lIf: "pe:c ia I !,rlur ity.

Propen y on ,..hich the
expired: sale or lease

')



c
(.s) If tid(:, poss(:ssion or comrol of .sny

property owned. posse~sed or controlled !>y

the /(ovcrnmem, vested in the governmem or
its predecessor!ll. or such propert)' became
subject tp sllle by the government or its pre­
decessors by reason of nnn-payment of taxes
prior to Oecember 8. 1941 by the last private
owner thereof or by reason of mortgage fore­
cloliurc, such' property is deemed to be
government real property 'within the meaning
of this chapter.

(b) The property described in subsection
(a) of this sec;tion may be sold or leased in
accordance with this chapter in the ~all1e
manner as other government real propert y.

(c) Provided. however. that notwith­

Iitanding any other prov ision of this chapter.
with reference to ea~h lot, tract. or parcel
of such propt:rty as described in subsection
(a) of this sectio~. the last private owner or
his heirs shall have fir~t priority to lease or
purchasc such lot. t(act. or parcel.

(d) This section shall not be applied so

as to Jepriye any person of rights acquired
through any transaction prior to the effectiyt~
date of thi. section.

Section 12. There is hereby added to Chapter 6, Title
XIV, G~.ernment Code of GUllm, Section 1~527 thereof, to
read a •• follows:

·Section 13527. Board to submit annual

report: contents. Annually, on or before
September lst, the Board shall subn1H to· the
Governor and tbe Legislature a written repufl
of its wor" during the fiscaJ year last ended.
The report shllll cover appLicat10ns filed,
"Pi'licaLionlI disposed of, applications pend-

10
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inK at the end of the fiscal year, any re­
cOlJlmendations as to legislation, and such
other information as the Board considers of...
111I crest.

Section n. Sections 19432, 19433. 19·iQ, 19.HCj.
19·06. an.! 19437. Chapter 4, Title XX. Governmel\[ CO(!e
of Guam, are hereb) repealed in their entirety.

Section IL rhis ..\ct IS an urgency measure:.

Approved August 9. 1956.
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