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Bill No. 123 

FIRST GUAM LEGISLATURE 
195~ (SECQND) Regular Session 

Introduced by -.,,,.-----------­
Joaquin s. Smtos 

An Act to revise tre powers, qualifications, 
responsibilities and duties of notaries 
public; to provide for commissioners of 
deeds and to repeal Chapter 36 of the Civil 
Regulations with tre Force and Effect of 
Law in Guam. 

BE IT ENACTSD BY 'IHE PEOPLE OF 'lHE TER.llrl'ORY OF GUAM: 

ARTICLE I 

Section 1. Chapter 36 r:L the Civil Regulations with the 

Force and Effect of Law in Guam is hereby repealed. 

Section 2 . The Governor may appoint ani commission such 

number of notaries public for the territory of Guam as he shall deem 

necessary for the public convenience. 

Section 3. Every person appointed as notary public must be, 

at tre time of appointment, a citizen of the United States residing 

in Guam, and twenty-one years of age. 

Section 4. The term of office of a notary public is two (2) 

years from and after the date of his commission. 

Section 5. It is the duty of notaries public . 

(a) To take the aclmowledgmert. or proof of powers of 

attorney, mortgages, deeds, grants, transfers , and other instruments 

of writing executed by any i:e rson, and to give a certi:i'icate of such 

proof or acknowledgment; erxiorsed on or attac°"d to the instrunent; 

(b) To take depositions and affidavits, and administer 

oaths and affirmations, in all matters incident to the duties of the 

office , or to be used before any court, judge, officer, or board in 

this territory. 

( c) To keep a record of all official acts done by them; 

(d) To keep a record of the parties to, date, and 

character of every instrument acknowledged or ?' oved before them; 



l (e) Woon req00sted, and upon paymmt of ~.heir fees trerefor, 

2 to make end ·ve a certified copy of aey record in their office . 
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(f) To provide and koep official se. 1"1, mi ch seal shall be in the 

form. prescribed by law. 

(g) To authenticate with their official seals all official acts. 

Section 6. If any notary die , resign, is dis qualified, rerx>ved 

from office, or re;noves from the territory, his records on ill public 

papers must, within thirty days, be delivered to tra Secret y of Guam, 

who must deliver toon to the notary' s successor , when q.ialif"ed. 

Section 7. Every notary having in his possession the r ecords 

and pa:p3rs of his predecessor in office , :may grant certificates or give 

certified copies of such r cords and p:i.pers, in like manner nd with the 

sane effect as such predecessor could have done . 

Section 8 . Subject to the provisions contained in this section 

hereinbelow, every notary public shall be entitled to demand arrl receive 

the following .fees : 

For te.king an ac:Knowledgement or proof of a deed, 

or otrer instrunm. t , to include the seal a:rrl the writing 

of the certificate , for ths first two signatUr'es, one 

dollar each, md for each additional signature , fjfty 

cents. 

For administering a..'l oath or afi'iri:mtion, one dollar . 

For every certificate, to include writing the sane , 

and tm seal, one dollar. 

Provided, however, that in no event IllDY n notazy- public deI!l.a.71.d 

or r eceive any fee or compensation of any kind, for i:c rforminJ any duty of 

a notary public during hours of work, or during the course , of his employ­

ment by the government of Guam or the United States. 

Section 9. Each notary public must execute an official bond in 

tm sum of one thousand do llnr s, which bond must be appro vod by the judge 

of the District Court of Guarno After approval the said bond must be recorded 

filed and kept in the office of the Secretazy of Guam. 
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Section 10. Each notary must pay his amual. lice me fee, file 

his official bond, and take, subscribe, and file his oath of office in the 

office of tm Civil Re&tstrar within twenty days from the d'lte of his 

cc:mmission or 'd thin twenty days after the eff ctive date of this lawi 

whichever is later, and must transmit a certificate of the facts, under 

tre hand and seal of the Civil Registrar, togetrer uith a copy of his 

officicl. oath, si..11ed by him l'rith his own proper si grn. ture, to tre office 

of tm Secretaiy of Gual!l, to be filed trere:in 'tdthin thirty days from the 

date cf his ccmnission or tre effective date of this law, whichever is 

later . 

Section 11. For tre official misconduct or neglect of a notary 

public, he and tre sureties on his official bond are liable to the parties 

injured thereby for all dal!lages susta~ d. 

Section 120 Tm cpalif ications set forth in Sectian 3 cf this 

law slk1ll not deprive any :r:erson who i::s a notary on too effect.ive date of 

this law from serving out his tenn of office ; provided, th t such i:erson 

shal 1 conform to all other provisions of this law. 

Section 130 lfotarie s public shall pa~ an annual license fee of 

C5 . 00. 

ARTICL~ I I 

Section 14. Tm Governor l!lay appoint in each st te , territory 

or insular possession af the United States, or in any foreign state one 

or l!lore conunissi.oners of deeds , to hold office for the term of two ye !rs 

from and after the date af their commission . 

Section 15. Every commissioner of deeds has power , within tre 
jurisdiction for which he is appointed : 

(a) To administer md certify oaths; 

(b) To take end certify depositions and affidavits; 

(c) To take arrl certify the ackna-1ledgment or proof of 

poi:ers of attorney, mortgages, tramfers, grmts, deeds , or other 

instruments for reccrds; 

(d) To provide and keep an official seal, which seal shall be 
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as prescribed in Section 8 of Public Law 33 , Tenth Guon Congress, except 

th.at the WOl'ds shall be, "Conmi.ssioner of Deeds for the territory of 

3uam," mid the name of tm jurisdiction for which he is com. issioned; 

(e) To auth~ticate, with his official seal, all h.:.s official 

acts. 

Section 16. lUl oaths aclninistered, depositions end af fi1avits 

taken, md all acknowled~ents md proof cert:ified by commis"ioner of deeds, 

have the same force md effect, to all intents md p..i:rposes , as if done and 

certified in this territory by any officer authorized by law to :r:erform such 

acts. 

Section 17. Tm affi.cful oaths of commissiomrs of doeds must be 

filed in tm office of the Secretary of Guam within si~ m"nths after trey 

are taken. 

Section 18. Tm fees of coimnissione rs of deeds are the SB.m3 as 

those prescribed for notarle s publ ic . I 
Section 19. The Secret'lry of G1xi.n must transmit , "ith the commissicr 

to the ~po:intee, a cert:if .ied copy of this article and of Section 9 of this 

law. 

Section 20. This is an urgerey measure and shall be effective upon 

the approval by the Governor . 


