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.A"""\ ACT . ·. 
Proriding for a .Board on Utility rateE \o dete:::miil.e and recommend 

6C!hedules o!. wate!' rd~ &."ld reiai.ed c.l:uu~; modifying Chapter l! of the 
Civil Rules anrl Reg-elations wiui the Force and Drect of Law in Guam. 

Be it ena.ei-t<d by the 'Gu~n Congress 
. . 

Section 1. For the purpose of bringing the water rates and 
all reiated seniice, meter and other charg~!::ltrect in Guam in-
to coDformity with a rate strueture that is · orm and impartial • 
~·itb res!)eei t<' all users simlla:rly situated or falling within cate-
~ories of standardized designation. and for the purpose of im
proving thE \\ater service to the public of Guam, a board to be 
kriown as the Board -0n Utility Rates in Guam is hereby estab-
lished. 

Sec. 2. The Bo.'lrd shall be comf>osed of three members to be 
a,pointed by the Gm·ernor with the ad\ice and consent of the 
Guam Con~"!'ess. The Governor shall select the chairman. One 
member Shall be iamiiiar with the problems of operation, main
tenance and distribution of •vater through a public system; one 
member shall be familiar with the procedures of bining, account
ing, and record keeping es fn~lowed by the office of the Treasurer 
of Guam; and one men.her 'hall be familiar with the consumption 
of water by the public of Guam. The members of this Board shall 
• erve for a term of two years and without remuneration. 

Sec. 3. The provisions of this act and the cognizance of the 
Board shall extend to all water sold, provided, or distributed by 
the Go,·ernrnent of Guam to non-go,·ernmental consumers of 
every kind and category. 

Sec. 4. The functions of the Board shall be: To formulate. 
establish and publish. and from time to time to re,·iew and where 
nece~sary re,·ise, subject to the approval of the Governor. fair 
and reasonable s-.hedules. uniform as t.o classes, of water rates 
and of all related serYice, meter and other applicable charges for 
all water sold, provided or distributed by the Government of 
Guam. Such schedules ma~· provide for separate residential, 
commercial. industrial or other standardized categories of ra"tes. 
The Briard shall annually. and may in its discretion more often. 
upon complaint or upon its own motion, review and recommend 
revision of such Rchedules of rates and related charges as may at 
am· time be in effect. The Board shall fix or confirm and publish. 
subjeet to the approval of the Go,·ernor. a comprehensive sched
ule of water rates and related charges not later than ninety days 
after the enactment of this act 



Sec. 5. The Department o! Pubhc Work!' and the Department 
'°f Record;:) and Actounts ~hail furnish the Board all availabl£' 
information concerning all elements of costs of producing, acquir
ing, distributing and ~elling wattr as well as of the operation. 
maintenance, repair .:xtension, amortization and administration 
bf the water system 'fugether with ~ny other data or information 
pertment to the Boc..r-d'F de~ermina:i'jn of any schedule of rates 
and charges. 

Sec. 6. 1'he Board ~ autbori~ to hold under .:;uch reason
able rules as it may adopt surb open or clo~ed hearings as it may 
deem necessary or desirable in order to afford interested individ
uals, businesses, and corpora.tions an oppvrt.unity to appear and 
present e\·iaence having a oeaf.ing upon any of the business of the 
Board; and v.itb the unanimous e.onsenl ofits members the Board 
lna;t subpoena witn~sses, bOOks ana Jl"eCOrds. 

Sec. 7. E\·ery appro,-ed 8chedule of water rates, related 
charge£ or rno:lifi.cation aiereof, shall be('.ome effective on the first 
day oft.he month following the date of publi?tion thereof. 

Sec. 8. :nhe officeJ!.f the Board, unless otherwise directed by 
the Governor, shall be located at theDepartrnentofPublicWorks. 
The Department of Public 'Works is authorized to pro'\.;de the 
Boord, insofar aq is :practical, "'ith office facilities and clerical 
assistance. 
. Sec. 9. The Bo!ll'd sha1I maintain on file, open to public in
~pection during its regular hours of businesl'\, all approved sche
dules of water rates a.nd related charges. 

Sec. 10. Nothing jn this act shall be construed as relieving 
any· person, business or corporation of any liability for water 
rates, taxes or charges which under the pro\'isions of Chapter 12 
of the Civil Rules and Regula~ions with the Force and Effect of 
Law in Guam, as amended by administrath·e action of the GoY
ernor, shall have accrued p1 ior to the effective date of any new 
schedule adopted as herein prodded. 

Sec. 11. The Board is empowered, under such rules and r e
gulations as may be approved by the Governor. to validate and 
authorize the continuance of the i~suance and use of water chit 
tickets, and to determine what credit if any i:;hall be allowed to 
purchasert> thereof against any water bills heretofore or here
after lawfully issued. 

Sec. 12 This act shall become effective upon the date of it!' 
approval by the Governor. 

Approv~ December 21. 1950 
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