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BE IT EL"iACTEDBY THE PEOP~'1 OF TltE TERIUTORY OF GU.AN:

Section 1. Statement of Policy. The Legi31ature

AN ACT TO ADD A NEW CHAPTER XV TO TITIJE X
OF THE GOVERNMENT CODE OF GUA!.\i TO PROVIDl:
FOR PROMPT AND EFFECTIVE RESOLUTION OF
HEDICJ\L HALPRACTICE CLAINS.

finds that:
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(a) The heal~~ of the territory's people is

the foundation of the territory's productivity,

strength and well-being;

(b) Adequate medical care for all Guam citizens

is a necessity of living;

(c) r~sulting from the provision of compre­

hensive health care is an incidence of rising medical

practice claims;

(d) Higher judgments, settlements and the

filing of suits are incraasing the costs

of malpractice insurance and making it ~navailable

altogether;

(e) It is essential to assure the resolution

of malpractice claims witl1 opti~~m efficiency both

for the benefit of tho consumer and the medical

profess! on t

(i) Nandatory Screeninq of r?.adical 1\1alpractice

claims and mandatorJ arbitration of valid claims, will
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: provide wi effec~ive alternati'ro to litigation;

(g) Arbitration is widely acc8pted as a fOrQ~

24 I
! for the settlement of such disputes; and

25 (h) 'rhere.is a definIte rola in th!~maluractice..
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: problmn for th~ Government of Gu~~.I,
! Section 2. A now Chapter A~ is hereby added to Title
!

: X of the Gov~rnment Code of Gua~ to read as follows:

! "rnM~R~,i
! Medical ~alpractice Claims Mandatory Screening and

Handcitory Arbitration Act

Section 9990.1. Definitions. As used in this

Arbitration Act'.

Section 9990. Title. This Act nay be cited 'as the

•Malpractice Claims Mandatory Screening and Handatoxy

'Health 7?rofe~sional' mean:.;any person(a)

Chapter:
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care facility or hoalth maintenance organization

licensed or certified to ?ractica the healing arts

within t~eTerritory of Guam.
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(b) 'Health Car~ Institution' n~ans any heal~~

by a health professional or health care institution

services rendered or which 3hould haV2 been render.ed

of contract based on h9alth care or profcssional

operated primarily to provide the service3 of health

professionals.
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:Any civl1 uctionCivil Action.

'Malpractice' means any tort or breach(0)

to a patient.

Section 9990.2.'

malpractice on tha part of any h~alth prQfe~H1ional or

from a claim for damages on, account of alleged medical
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heal th C..'ire institution may be in9ti tn'tod in thC':.~SUPQrior

Court of Guam only after there ha3 been a screening and

arbitration of the! clai!:",t.>Thich foXT."S the basis for such

action in accordance \'li th this Cha?b""!r,except ar: provided in

S'Ub~ection (b) of Sec,tioAl 9990.9.

- ") ­.•.

.,,',
~'~



wi th t..~e Superior Court of (:;uam,except 'When the United

States 13 a party. In cases involving the United States

Section 9990.3. Initiation of Screening ProceS3.

The screening of any claiQ under this Section shall be
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claim~ The court shall inform the hea1t.-l-t professional

the petition shall be filed with any court having

jurisdiction to hear a civil action based upon au~~

or health care institution against which the claim is

made of ~le filing of such petition, and send copies

initiated by filing a petition requesting such screening
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of the petition to the Gu~~ Board of Examiners of

l~dicine and Osteopathy and the medical directors of

all hospitals within e\e Territory of Guam.

Section 9990.4. Composition of the Screening Panel.

All hearings, as hereinafter provided for, shall be

before a five (5) member p~~e1, hereinafter referred to

as the t Pa.."lel', composed of the fOllowing:' the President

of the Commission on Licensure to Practice the Healing

Art in Guam, one (1) person a~~itted to the practice of
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medicine in t..1-te territory of Guw"'I1; one (1) person

admitted to the practice of law in the territory of Guam;

one (1) lay parson selected from the petit jury panel
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of 'the Superior Court of Guam and a Judge of the Superior

Court of Guam who shall be the presiding member of the

panel anc1 shall be appointed by a blind system.

Section 9990.5. Appointment of Screening Panel.

(a) The prcsiding judge of the Superior Court of Guam

shall prep~re a list of persons to serve on Nedical i'-Ial-

practicescreeninr~ Panels, whose purpose shall be to 1~ear
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and .Eacili tate the deposition of all m{2dicalnalpractice

actions ari3ing ,~ithin the territorj of Guam. The number
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of parsons on the list shall be determined by the

presiding judge, but shall be in sufficient n~~bGr to

efficiently carr/-out thG intent of this Section.

(b) A list of physicians licensed to practice

madicine within the territory of Guam shall be prepared

by the presiding judge of the Superior Court. In ~~{inq~

the list, the presiding judge may accept the recoro~anda­

tions of recogl1ized professionals of the r.\edical society.

The list shall be divided into lists of physicians

according to the particular specialty of each. The ~anel

members shall be selected from this list.

(c) A list of practicing attorneys shall be prepared

by the presiding judge of the S\I',t>erior Court. In ma3~ing

the list, the judge may accept the recommendations of

recoqnized professionals of legal associations. The panel
members shall be selected from this list.

(d) The names of panel members may be added to or

taken off the panel IS list at any time by the presiding

judge of the Superior Court at hig discretion provided,

however, that all names added to the list shall be placed

at the bottom of the list.

(e) A panel member selected to be on the hearing

p~lel for a particular case shall serve unless good caua&

is shO'rln for his excuse or challenge. To shcr...., good cause

for relief from serving, the panelist shall present an

affidavit to the presidi~g judge of the Su?erior Court

of Guamthat service would const! tute an unreasona..;lo

burden or hardShip. A decision on requests for dis-

qUi31ification ::lhall be Iaade by the presiding j\.1dge, while

a docision or challenga shall be by agreement of the

parties or by the presiding judge.

- 4 -

!
!
i

, c

I

II

I
I
iI
i
I
i

I!
:

"



1
"!•..

3

4

5

6

7

3

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

. 17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

I.
l

!
I!

I

I,
i,r
!~
I,.:
j:
iI
I
!.
!
"

d

ii
j'

It,.
"

i!dr

IiI
H

Ii
Ii
Ii
I;.1
I'
I;

j:,I

n

t
I;

j;

Ii
11

~~,.
,.'
",I

::
f

L

;,

I
!.
,I

i
;;
I,
I:
i:
Ii

I:j
\'

(f) If both parties agree upon a doctor and an

attorney to sit upon the hearing panel they may so

stipulate. In the event that no agreement is reached

within thirty (30) days of the filing of the petition,

the clerk shall mail to the partie3 and the panel members

her~inafter described, the names selected at r~~dom of

five (5).attorneys who are members of the hearing panel

and the names selected at random of five (5) physicians

who are members of the hearing panel. Thereafter the

panel members so selected have ten (10) days within

which to disqualify themselves and the parties shall have

the same time in which t.o challenge the panel members

for cause. If there are disqualifications or cha1lengen

for cause, the Court shall appoint additional par~l

membersas required. Thereafter from the list of five (5)

attorneys and five (5) physicians the parties shall agree

on one (1) attorney and one (1) physician to serve on

the hearing panel. If the pa~les are unable to agree,

each side shall strike names alternately from the

a~tornays' list and from the physicians' list separately,

with the claimant striking first, until each side has

strlk2n two (2) names from each lif1t. The remaining

attorney and physician shall serve on the hearing panel •

(g) The la.y member of the panel shall be selected

by the court from the Superior Court petit jury panel.

Section 9990.6. Effect on Statute of Limitations.

The ona (1) year statute of limitations during which a

tort claim must be instituted in the co~rt of law shall

be suspended during the period of screening and

arbitration and ufl'til the panel issues its opinion.

Section 9990..7. Hearing Procedures. (a) Beforo
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h2t\ri':1g a:1''.1 t~5ti!:\ony tho roomDe):"::; of: the scroening !Ja.nl!)1.

shall b~ 9\:lorn to hcar tho claim .~nd rend0r a clec.i~ion

fai·thfully and fairly b7 .an. officer authorized to

ad:nini3ter M1 oath.

(b) The presiding roerobar of the panel shall appoint.

a time l'.nd place for the hearing and notify 't.;'opan(!l --

J:1emoorsand the pnrtics by i:team; adequate to assure their

presence. The presiding panolist shall excrci~e all

power~ relating to the conduct of the hCilrj.ng and l:1ay

direct tho p~"1el to proceed ?rO!!l?tly with 't:.he hearing or

postponaor adjourn th~ hearing as necessarJ.

(c) The partieg are entitl!!d to be heard, to present

evidance and to cross-e)::amine 't1itn~$geS t but rules of

evidence and the rules of judicial proc~dure noed not

ba o'o5crvad. On the rcq'U~st of any part1' to the screening

procedure, tr~ testimcny of witnesses 5h~~1 be given

under oath. Members of tha panel, once sworn, shall have

the pO'.I'!t,":r to rl~~~linistor ooth::o_

(d)'rha presiding pan~l ~enber shall rule on the

admission and excluai~~ of cvidenc~ a~d on questions of

hearing procedure and shall exercise 4111 pcwors r:!!lating

to the conduct of tho h~aring.

(c) The screening ptulcl r.'..:l~' is::Jue or caUJ9E: to 1>0

iosued uubpcenasfcr the attend;:m~ of wi tnessa3 and 'for

tho production of book::;)I ~cord~, dccumenta and oth¢r

evic.c!1ca. Suo;?cnntW 30 i{1:~med Bhi111 be served". a.."1d upon
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to testify are applicable.

(f) On application of a party and for use as

evidence, the screening panel may permit a deposition to

be taken, in the manner and upon the terms designated by

the Rules of Civil Procedure for the Superior Court of

Guam, of a \>dtness who oannot be subpoenaed or is unable--

to attand the hearing.

(g)' A party has the right to be represented by

an attorney and may claim such right at any ti~e as to

any part of the screening process which has not taken

place. A waiver of this. right may be revoked, but if a

party revokes such waiver, the other party ig entitled

to a reasonable continuance for the purpose of procuring

an a'ttornay.

(h) The hearing shall be conducted by all members

of the soreening panel but a majority may detenaine any

question and may render a decision pursuant to Sectio:1

9990.8.

Section. 9990.8. Decision of Screening Panel. (a)

Within thirty (30) days after the com?letion of the

soreening hearing, the panel shall ~ile a written decision

with the clerk of the court who shall, thereupon mail copies.

to all parties conoerned and their counsel. The panel

shall decido the issue of liability and sha11 state its

conclusion in substantially the following language: 'We

find the defendant was actionably negligent i~ his care

and/or treatment of the patient and \,le, thf.~re:Eore, find

for the plaintiff', or 'Hc find the d.efendant \-la3 not

actionably negligent in ld.s care and/or tr~atment of the

patient and \'i'e, therefore, find for the defendant'. The

decision shall be signed by all members of the panel,
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however, any member of the panel may indicate a dissenting

opinion.

(b) After a finding of liability, the panel shall

serve as arbitrators within the meaning of this Chapter

if there is no findings of liability the plaintiff may

appeal the panel's findings in the Superior Court of Guam.--
(c) No member of a screening panel shall be liable

in damages for libal, slander or defamation of character

of any party to the screening proceedings for any action

taken or recommendation made by such member acting within

his official capacity as a ~2mber of the screening panel.

Section 9990.9. Law Governing Decision of

Screening Panel. (a) Except as provided in Subsection
r

Cb), the decision of the screening panel shall be in

accordance with the law of the territory of Guam as

applicable to civil actions for medical malpractice.

(b) No party to a screening procedure under this

Section shall be required to produce expert testimony

as prerequisite to a decision in his 'favor. The screening

panel may consider the absence of such testimony along

with other relevant factors and evidence~ in determining

whether the applicable burden of proof has been sustained.

Section 9990.10. Mandatory Arbitration Proceedings

Subsequent to Decision on Liabi1i~y. (a) After a finding

ofliabili ty, t':i8' panel shall continue proceedings for the

purpose of assisting the parties in reaching a settlement.

In such event, the panel:

(1) May hold such hearings as are deemed

necessary.

(2) Hay order the submission of \'lritten briefs

wiL~in thirty (30) days of the close of hearings.
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In the briefs each party may sU!:l.'1tarize the evidenco

in testimony and may propose a co~prehensive award

of re~~dial or co~pensato~J elements.

(3) Hay by vote of a majority of the panel

grant any relief dee.ned equitable and just, including

money d~~ages, provision for hospitalization, aedical-.
or rehabilitation procedures, support or any

cOIabination thereof.

(4) Shall file a \1fritten statement of a\'lard

1'lith the court in which the petition for screening

was filed. The award shall be signed by a majority

of th·a !.'nemhgrsof the panel and shall include a

determination of all questions submitted to arbitra·-
tion by 9ach party, the resolution of 'ylhich is

necessilry to determine the dispute, controversy or
issue.

(5) Shall, in addition to tlle statement of

award, render and iilea ,.,ri tten opinion \'Thich states

its reas.oning for the finding of liabili ty and thereasoning for t.he amount and kind of award, if any.1'1. panel Ii1€liber who disagrees with the majority maywrite a dissenting opinion.

(6) Shall render its award and opinion within

thirty (30) days after the close of hearings or the
SUhlt1ission of vlritten briefs.

(7) Shall !3erve a signed copy of the statement

of C\"JJi;1rd ana. th(:.! opinion on each part:! to the pro-

ceedings, personally or by registered ~~il.

IIIi
t

i,I
I!
~

2.9 't.),..... The panel, upon v/ri tten application of a party

30

31

to thG arbitr<:ttion, It.BY corroct the a~lard upon any of

th~ ground3 set forth in 3ubdivisions (1)'and (3) of Sub-
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section (k) not later than thirty (30) days after service

of a signed copy of the m'lard on the applicant.
Application for such correction shall be made not

later than ten (10) days nfter service of a signed" copy

of the ~iard on the applicant. Upon or before making

such application, the applicant shall deliver or mail a __

copy of the application to all of the other parties to

the arbitration.

Any party to the arbitration ~ay make written

objection to such application. The objection shall be

made not later than ten (10) daY9 after the application

is delivered or mailed to the objector. Upon or before

making such objection, the objector shall d~liver or ~~il

a copy of the objection to the applicant and "to all other

parties to b~e arbitration.

The panel shall either d~ny the application or

correct the award. The denial of the application or

the correction of t..'-tea\lard shall he in "1riting and

signed by the panel concurring therein, and the panel shall

serve, _a signed copy of such denial or correction on each

party to the arb!tr~tion personally or by registered or

certified mail or as providad in the agreement. If no

denial of the ap?lication or correction of the award is

served within the thirty (30) day period provided in this

Sw)section, the application for correction shall be

deemed denied on the last day thereof.

(0) Any party to an arbitration in which an award

has be8n made Eay petition the court to confirm, correct

or vacat~ the award. The petition shall name as respon-

dents all parties to the arbitration and may name as

respondents any other persons bound by the arbitration
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a~-lard .

(d) A responsa to a petition under this Chapter

raay request the court to dismiss t..'1e petition or to

confirm, correct or vacate the award.

(e) A ?etition llilder this Chapter shall:

(1) Sot forth the substance of or have

attached a copy of ~1e agreement to arbitrate unless

the petitioner denies the existence of such an

agreement.

(2) Se~ forth the naDeS of the panel me~er9.

(3) Set forth or have attached a copy of the

award and the written opinion of the panel members,

if any.

(f) Unless a'copy thereof is set forth in or attached

to the petition, a response to a petition under this

Chapter shall:

(1) Set forth the substance of or have attached

a copy of the agreement to arbitrate u.'1.less the

respondent denie~ the axis tence of such an agreement •..

(2) Set forth the names of the panal members.

(3) Set for~~ or have attached a copy of the

award and the written opinion of the panel members.
. ~..

(g) A petition to correct or v~cate an award, or a

re3pOnS'9 requesting such relief, shall set forth th$

gO'.ll1d3 on 'nhich the request for such relief is based.

(h) If a petition or respon9a under this Chapter is

duly 3erv~d and filed, the court shall confir~ the a~ard

a:3 mad") !l..'11essin acc0rdance with this Chapter it corrects

the award and confirms it as corrected, vacates the

a'tlard or dismi!33eS th~ proceeding.

(i) Subject t:o SUb:5l~ction (j) of this f,ection, the
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court shall vacate the a·~/ardif the court tJeterIl'J.n03 t.hat:

(1) The award W83 procured by corrup·Uon,

fraud or other undue :ncamJ i

(2) There was corruption in any of the panel

me'illbeI."s 1

(3) The rights of such pi\rty were substantially

pr9judiced by ndsco~duct of a panel ~eli0or;

(4) ~,;hepanel lOOmbers exceeded their PO'tlerJ

and the award cannot be corrected wi thout affecting

tt~ merits of the decision upon the controversy stili-

rnittedi or

(5) The rights of such party were substantially

prejudiced by the refusal of the panel members to

postpone the hearing upon sufficient cause being shmin

therefor or by the refusal of the panel n:-embers to

hear evidence material to the controversy or by other

conduct of the panel ITh~moers contrary to the provisions

of th.is Chapter.

(j) The court may not vacat:e·an a'Nard unless:

(1) A petition or re3ponse requesting that the

award be vacated has been duly sdrvod and filed; or

(2) A petition or re5ponse requesting that the

award be corrected has been duly served and filed

and:

(i) All petitioners and respondents are

bef.ore the court; or

(11) tlll potitione~ and ~~3pondents have

baen given reason~)le notica that tho court. will

bg req1..1estod at the hf";}<:1rins; to vacate the a'"ard

or that. the court on i tu Ot~n motion has

dGter:;'\.ined to V;)C.:lte th~ mn\rd ilnd all peti-

- 12 -
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tioners and. respondents have been given an

opportunity to shey,r{ why the a:>lard should not be
vacated.

(k) Subject to Subsection (1) of this Section,

the court, unless it vacates the award pursuant to Sub-

section (i) of this Section,. shall correct the award and-·
confirm it as corrected if the court determines that:

(1) There was an evident r.~scalculationof

figures or an evident mistake in the description of

any person, t...~ingor property referred to in the

award;

(2) The prole! rnernber3exceeded their powers

but the award may be corrected without affecting the

mer!ts of the decision upon the controversy sub-

rei. tted; or
(3) The award is imperfect in a matter of form,

not affecting the merits of the controversy.

(1) The court may not correct an award unless:

(1) A petition or response requesting that

the award be corrected has been duly served and

filed; or

(2) A petition or response requesting that the

award be vacated has been duly served and filed and:-

(i) All petitioners and respondents are

before the court; or

(it) All petitioners and respondents

hava been given reasonable notice that the

court Hill be reqnested at the hearing to

correct the award or that the court on its

own motion has determined to correct the

ffivardand all petitioners and reapondGnts
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(q) l''I. petition to confirm an award shall be served

entered has the same force and effect as, and is subject

to all the provisions of law relating to, a judgment

in a civil action; and it may be enforced like any oe1er

judgment of the court in which it is entered.

(p) An award that has not bean confirmed or vacated

i
i

-i
!

!

j,II,,
I

--
vacated on the grounds set forth in Subdivision (4) or

(0) If an award is confirmed, judgment shall be

If the arbitration agreement requires that the

the court determines that such person was not bound by

have been gi van an opportuni ty to Sh<YN ""hy

a rohearing before new panel reembers. If the award is

(m) If the award is vacated, the court may order

the award should not be corrected.

award be made within a specified period of time, the

tha parties to the court proceeding may order a ra-

rehearing may nevertheless be held and the award ~ade

the arbitration award and was not a party to the arbi-

hearing before the original panel members.

not be frustrated by the application of this provision.

(n) The court shall dismiss the proceeding under

entered in conformity therewith.' The judgment 50

tration.

determines that the purpose of the time limit agreed

upon by the parties to the arbitration agreement will

date of the order for rehearing but only if the court

this Chapter as to any pOr3on named as a respondent if

wi thin an equal period of time beginning 'td th the

between the partieg to the arbitration.

has the 6&u9 force and effect a3 a contract in writing

(5) of Subsection (1), the court with the consent of

1
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(r) A reaponse requesting b~at an award be vacated

or that an award be corrected shall be served and filed

(s) No petition may be served and filed under'this

Chapter until at least ten (lO) days after service of

and filed not later than four (4) years after the date

of service of a signed copy of the award on the petitioner.
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A petition to vacate an award or to correct ~~ award

shall be served and filed not later than one hundred

(100) days after the date of the service of a signed

copy of the award on the petitioner.

not later than one hundred (100) days after the date

of service of a signed copy of the award upon:

(1) The respondent if he was a party to the

arbitration; or

(2) 'rhe respondent's representative if the

re3pondent was not a party to the arbitration.

the signed copy of the award upon the petitioner.

(t) If an application is made to the panel for

corraction of the award, a petition may not be served

and filed under this Chapter until the detormination of

that application.

(u) If ~~ application is mad~ to the p~~el for

correction of the award, the date of ~~e service of

the award for the purposes of this Chapter shall be

deemed to be which~ver of the following dates is the

earlier:

(l) The date of service upon the oetitioner.. -

of a signed CO~j of ~le corrsction of the award

or of the d~nial of the application.

( 2) The date that s neh application iG deemed

to be denied under Subsection (b) of this Section.
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Section 9990.11. Reporting of Screening Decisions •

(a) Decisions rendered by screening panels pursuant

to this Section with respect to claims made against

any health professional shall be reported to th3

director of the Departrnentof Public Health and

Social Services, the President of the Commission on

Licensure to Practice the Healing Art in Guam and

the Medical Directors of all hospitals within the

territory of Guam.

(b) The Co~ission on Lica~~ureto Practice the

Healing Art in Guam shall investigate all incidents

which have resulted in an affirmative finding by the

screening panel, pursuant to the Licensure Commission's

Obligation ~~der Title XXVIII of the Government Code

to ass ure a quali ty practice of medicine in Guam.

(c) The Medical Director of any hospital in Guam

shall revi~w or cause to be revi~led eaoh petition

filed with the screening panel which relates to a

person or persons yho perform any healing arts in his

or her hospital, in order to determine the conditions

which caused the petitio~ to be filed and to seek methods

of improving the practice of medicine in Guam.

Section 9990.12. Witness Fees and ~lileage. Counsel

fees or other expenses incurred by a party for his own

benefit shall be paid for by that pal~Y.

Except for the parties to the screening proceedings

and their agant5, officors and employees, all witnesses

appearing pur3u<.mt to subpoena are anti tIed to recai va

fees and mileage in the sror.e amount and. under the same

circumstances aG prescribed by 1m., for 't'li tness,as in

civil ~ctions in the Superior Court. The fee and
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mileage of a witness subpoenaed upon the application

of a party to the arbitration shall be paid by such

party. The fee and mileag9 of a \titness subpoenaed

solely upon the debermination of the screening panel

shall be paid in the ~anner provided for in Section

2114 of ~~e Code of Civil Procedure •

Section 9990.13 •. AgreeMent for Binuing Arbi-

tration. Nothing in this Section shall be construed

to impose any limitation on the right of any person

to enter into- an agreement to arbitrate adisputa or

to be bound by the·decision of the panel. The provision

to submit. to mandatory arbi trai".ion any· controversy

arising be~~een the parties is valid and binding asa

proper exarcia2 of public policy.

(a) It is the express intention of this statute

to preserva to every litigant the right to a trial by

jU~J, foll~wing the decision of the Arbitrator. This

right is guaranteed by this Statute. All Regulations

adopted under this Statute ghall prescribe the pro-

cedures to be follm.;ad in the guarantee of the right

to trial by jury.

(b) In any action for such injurJ against a

govenlm·ant health professional, or government healb'i

car •.~inGti tution, allegedly based on pr.ofc3sional

negligence, the injured party shall b~ entitled to

recover non-economic 103009 to compensate for pain

w,d suffering and other non-economic or non-peclli,iarj

damage. In no event shall the anlou..,t of damages in

any action for non-cccno~ic 103se5 exceed Fifty ~hoU9and

Dollars ($50,000.00).

Professional negligenco is defined herein as an
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to different circu:::st:.a"'lces ~hall not be affected thereby."

or th~ application th~reoi to ~~y person or circumstances
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action for ?er$onal injury, fat~l or non-fatal, pro-

xir-mtcly cm.l:;~d ~y a gO"'''''~r:1;.!ent health profe3sional£

or govern~~nt h~alth care in5titutions ncgli~~nt or

carelcg::; a.ct or o~1.i5:sio:1 to act in the provicling of

p~ore30icnal 5crJices.

S~ction 9990.14. General ?rovisions.

(a) r-~~ealer. ~11 Acts ~~d part~ of ~cts are. '

r~p.~aled insofar il3 t~cy a1:"u int::onsis tent wi th thi3
,\ct.

Cb) Effective D.!ltc. Thi:J :~ct shall take effect

in~ediatcly upon enactment.

(c) Severability. If any provision of thin Act

is held invalid, the rc~inder of ~~ig ~ct and tha

application to other pergOn3 net 9iJ'!'cilarly aituat.9d or
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