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AI'T ACT TO ADD A $B$i CI{APTER IV TO TITLE
IV CIF TTN GOVERNHS}IT COSr RETATIVE TO
TtiE oP$H GOVERliFffltT [Al{.

B}: IT EI{ACT3I) BY THE PEOPTN OF TIiE TNRR,ITOR.Y OF 6UA},I:

$actisn L, A new Chirpter II/ ls aCded to Title IV,

Governnerrt Code of Suan 'to rsacl:

":,:;. "chaPter rv

0pen GovernrErent L*r+ of 6uam

Section 3??5. Citation. This Chapter may tro

citscl as the t0pen Ssvern*l.ent. Law of Gua:nt.

$ectlon 32?.6. Falicy. The Legislature declares it
is the pcllcy af tlrls territery that the forciation of public
policy end eleEisiorrs ls publis *nd shall. not be csnducted

l.n sesret, Tlre i:eoplp of Cuam do not yield thelr individual
rlghts to tho public agencies which serve thesr. Tha people,

in tlelci5ating au?horlty, r1o not give thelr pubLie servants

ttre righ,t to deci4s nrhat is good for the poople to know and

wirat is not gaod for tliora to knolr. The people inslst on

renaining i:rfprrnerl so thst they nay retaln control over the

irtstrrtnants they havo croaterl.
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Section 3227, Op*n iior:tings. (a) Iivery n.;eting of
ei yublic asency slialL bcr ,:ire:r nnrl puhlic, and any persan

shal"l be ir*r:nitterl io attend airy puhlic afleacy neeting

exc*pt as ctherlvi*e pror'ldetl ln thi.s Chapter. A nenber of
the 5rub1.1c sh*11" not, be requi.r*dr fls n contlitlon to attsn-

dance ;rt a rseoting of public agency, to register }ris nane and

other in'fornstion, t*l conirS.eto il qrlo$tionnaire, of atlrerrylse

to futfilL any con,;litfon prec*dent tc his attenslanc.e.

(tt) ?hls Cha;rtcr dces not requlre that a person who

is achalttEd to a:reeting of a publlc agenc.y sh*11, because

of hls i.?efe pr€sencs, bo eccord*d fln opportmity to pattl-
cipate in such a neoting. E"rch put'lic *gency retalns tlro
right to reserve areas for the public and to exelude the

public frsn EDy area ltscessary for the orderly coneluct of
its business.

$ection 3228. ilef i^nitions:

(p) (1) rPublis agencyr i.ncluclcs sny board,

conreiss ion or corirpara'erle unlt of governnent whose

menbers ars appointecl by the fioyerr.lor or appointed

by ahe Legislature; any non*profLt corporstlon createcl

lry ano or Fr{irs puirlic agencies or tho tegislaturo srncl

whose boarcl of directr:rs ls appointed. by sucir

putrlic *g*ncies or by the Gsvernor eir Loglslsture

anEl lrlrish is f+rnsd 'Eo acquire, construct, reconstTuct,

naintain or oporate any puhlic work project $r

}:aarr*, c*r,inission, esnuritteCI or other body on

l*hiclr sfficers af a. public ageusy $srvs in thoir
offielal" capacity s"s nenbcys a.nd t*hich ls supported.

in rsliole or in part i>y funcls provicleel by such

agency, rvlretlrer such board, cotrwission, corrrrrittee
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or otli*r body is or;i.'lriie**1 aft..L oi)erate* by srlch Lucal

.lgnncy or by a 1rfi.v'*tp corF$ration.

(2) tllubllc o s?lcyI atr"so incLucles

ifny {*tlvisorl' colinlssion, ndvisory connittee

or ad.vlsory boily of a pu.blic figensy, creatcd

i,ry la:v, re$olntion,, or an7 slnilar fori;ial

;rction of a puT:lic al::*ncy. 
,

(3) The L*;1is1atrrr* is a 'pubLic agencyf

r,rlren lt is holdlng {r dail"y $ession but ::rcctings

u'f pol.ltlcal carlcu$e$ cgnpos*rl of nernbera of the

LegisLatute ars not reqr-rired to be conducted in
pubS-ic,

{4) A Cnrnririttee of a tegislature is a

tpubl"le agencyr whon it i"t halding a hearing but

connittee :neetl::gs other than hearlngs are not

r*q*ired ec bs cnndueterl in pr$!is-
(b) !?!eettng' means tirc convening of a

$overning body of a ;:uhtic sfl.r:;Icy for ro'hich ;r

{lus?r.mn is req"*rirec'l in ord.er to nake s ,iecision or

to delilrerate tosard a cl.eel.sion cn any natter.

lil*etin;; *locs not i:rclurle any onsiie inspection of
eny pr:ojeet er prollrfl::r,

fci tAction take:irt in$sns a. collective dcci-

rlon nade by a rnajarity of tl:e ncmhers cf a publtc

i-!,gency." a co}lective connit*ent or prar,rlse by s

rrajority of tlr* ne*rbers of a pu?,.lic agc*cy to irrake

s posltive or e negatirre. rlecision, or an actual

vots by rr najori*y c'f tire no::rbers of a flublic agency

rshen sltting; as a boqV ov orttitf , rrFon a ttroti.o:r,

pr*posal, resolution or erder.
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$ectio:r 3229. F,xeeptinn. A cliavtc€, $ieeting cf tt'to

sr r*ore nerih&rs sf a y.'r-rblic ilgcncy shaLL not be considercri

a pr.lbllc rneetlng. No chance rreetitg, inforrral asseriirlage,

or elestronic cofiiiir"lnic^ttlon shal-l be trse.4. to docitle or

r:lellberate publlc buslnoss in cirer.rrtventio* of the splrlt
or requirenients of this Clrapter.

$rrct{.slr 3?3$. Regular tleeti;rgxi. A public agency

shal.l yrrovl*le by approprlnte artrninistrative *ctlon rules

to govern the concluct of lts businsss. Strch rtlJ.es sha1l

provietre for tho tlrrs fqr holding ern agoncyrs regrlar

rf,.]stln.$s, If at any time a regular neeting falls on

n holt*sy, such regular ifteetlng .shal.l be hekl on the

next business cl*y uul,oss continrred until stlraE other

pubticly pnn$unced *late hy a-ction cf the agency. If,
by r*a$flrl o'f $n einsrgency, it shal1 be unsafo te neet

*t the tlue tlesignates, tlre nsetlngs nay be Sreld for

the dr.rratlon of the en€rgeney {lt such sther tipe ag

is designaterl by the presi.tlirrg offlcer cf the public

ageacy

$ectiorr 3331,. $otices:

(a) }latice cf r*1:11L*r nestings' Any publi.c

n.gellclr w!ricl":, h<rld.s a $ieetlrrg required by statttte,

r*gr,rlatioti.. or rq:soluti*:r, sltall gLv* adequate

pc!-rLi.c nstice af sucli ;aeeting.

(b) llotice ef sp*cia-l- ;rt:etings. Any pubLlc

agency r"hlch. holels sr nesting not prcviously sche-

duled by statilte, reg.ulation, or regolutloa, o!

for wlric?r noties ts not already prol'l.ded by Law,

slrall si.vc aii.eqr-tnte public notics cf such neeting

ss reqnireel by tlrls Chapter,
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(c) l']te notic+ reqrrl.trerielrts of this Chaptrr

ar* in a,rl<llLion t$, auel nr-'t in substitution af
any other notico r:equiref by ?_ars,

Ii*ct.loit 3?32, IilieciaL neetizrg- A special rneeting

nay he calLoc at any tiir* by 6ii6'r prsstr.tling offlcer of
n public ageitcy, oT by a naJority of tho nernbors of a

pultLic *gency-. by dellv*yi.ng }rerscnally or by :irail
r*ritten notlce ta each i.*eirr?:er *f s puhlic agency.

Notico shalJ. also b* given to eseir Rer{spapor of ganeral

elrculaticn ancl lirc:reicasting station within Grra*r.

Such noticc giust be dleliyerer,l ire:rsoaally or try r.rail

at l^east 24 hours tref*re t}.e tirne of strch ncoting as

s;)ecl.ficrl iil tlre noticc" Tir* caiL anrl notice shall
speci.fy the ti;rc anil piacr: cf the special rqeetin,g and

tire busj.ness tc' be trnnsacted" l'lo otlior business shall
bo ccnsi**rsd, n-i suclr p"eotini;s by the pnlrllc agency.

-The ?,{-}rorir notic*;rey }e v;riverl irr the evont sf an

cnsrgsncF c*rtlflcrt tc La r+ritlng tiy th* presiding

cfficer or il naJority of the r;rernbers of a irubllc
sgency, A i;ublic itgr"lncf rta.y als* csn$itler alL necessary

business in tlre e.Jelli of alr criertTency, ?hi.s. sestion
sh.all" not reqr:irer * piiliLi.c ;ri;**.cy ?o give notice of
it.s ncetings by paicl nC.yerti:lrrneirts in any nei,{spaper

or $vcr arry l:roadc:rsti.;ig gt$.ti*r;r., lirritten Rotice rnay

be rlispcnsed witl"l *.g tEr s.it)' r:-rsfibef, ]irho ilt, prior go

or subseqriont to tlro ti.re the r:r:et:ing; contrencs filos
with tlie clerk or sec"etary of tire flublic agsncy :

a ';ritten r*a.l.vcr of nctice, ,$irc,jr r.rritterr notice uay

Lre dir;rc.nserl lrlth lls to any *o:,rlrr:r viho is actuelly
prescirt at n r.icctinll at thc tirre it convenes.
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$*ction 3?35 . A<l|ilurnnt.\nts. A irublic age!!c)t

fr\t:-y adjer.rm any rogul.ar, a4;io*rn+rJ regular, sileclal

or a"rljoirrnetl sJlecial rro*etir:g to ;r tlne anC place

specifi*s.l in tire oreler o.f alljou':::r:,'.ent" Less than

I t{uorilrii nay s$ arlJrturn fro:r ti;n-* to tino. If all.
ftenbers itrri ni:sent fron any re1iul:tr or adjourned

r*grl!;1x' fie$ting tlre cLerk rr secrstsr)' of tho publlc

crgency iaay t{eclare t}re n*etint a<ljourned. to a stated

tlns ltnd. pl.ace nnd hs sliall cal-rsc .'r rnritterr n$tice

of tbe nrljournnent to he 1;ir,'e:r ln the s&ne uanaer as

provicled in Section 3?32 for speclr,l" *eetings, unless

such n*tico is r.raiy*ri as prcr"ld.e* for special rueetings,

A copy sf the ord.er *r nctice of e.djournrnent ghall be

conspicuously posted on or *e*r the r1o,rf of tlte place

where tke re:;ularo ad.joutnerl regttL:rr, special or

adJournerl spaclnl. rreating uts h*l.tl r"rithit 24 lrours

after the ti'ne of tire adjournnett. I'lhen ;l rcgrlLar
:.-
or ad.Journer!. regr-r1Rr nt:eti::i,; is e.ti-ior.ir:ic.'! as ilrovieled

in this s+:ctiort, thc rcs;-llting adJeilrned reguLar neet-

$,uf{ i.s a reguli:r insleti.rrl for aLL p:-rriioses. iiSlen an

orrler af adJrlrrrlrnsnt of o"n;r ne*ti*g 'fe.il.s ts stete

tlt* hoinr at rsJric.lt the riljorrrnecL riceting: is to be helC

tt sllnll be heJ...l at the horrr si:eci"i'lerl for rog'.r1*r

neetiui,s,

Sectien 3234. Artj nllrniisnt: $a::ie . i\ny he *ring

beln:q irei.r.i eir noticed or orCctoC'Lo bc ir.rLr1" by n

public l,g,nncy at tny n*eti:tg n':ay by orrter or n*tice

of contLritranctr he cot"lti:lt*d or ?ecolltinue*. by lrny

sirhsoeil$trt neeting of thrl pl:bl"i.c il::;ency' i:r tl-re sane

nanner and to tira s.xne e,r:tcat s';t furth ln $octlon

-6
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S?35 tor th* adjorirnr?s,irt of i:reetings; prcvitlerl, th*t
if thc iicalinl; is continrred. to a titre less than 24

i:or:rs r:fter tle tir,re speeilii*ri iyr 'lhe order or,
il.*ticc +f lr.eari.irg, a crJp)' c.f tli.* *relcr or lrotice of
corrtin*:lncr: of l:earirig sliali trc Jlristed i.:m*diately

fslJ.oviil!{J ti}e *e1et irtg itt. l';lriclr tire orclef or r1e clata-
ticn oi: ccntinuance ttiis atiopti:ii. cr !il€rd*.

Section i255. Execlr'Livc sq$sions, (:r) lio public

eilency is p,rohlL:iteJ bec;iuse of tiris chal:'I+r fron

i:.oLilirrg cxecurive sessio$s rritli th* Attorney General,

llireetor o'f i'}ui:lic Si'lf*ty ur tlrr rcspective ,lesignated

represrlirtat,i.res of **cir oil a i:',fi.tter !,fhi;h ircsos a

thri:at i.t--. tire 1;tii,:1ic J'r"cr;1tir, sil.fety rlr l'rel..'ililre CIr

fror,: hol.ding sxeslrtil.* s*tsir:,ns <iuri:ig :a regi-:lar

Qr sire'cir-1 r:eefi.r:;; lo c,:rnsi.ir,r thc gf'J:rointnent,

*np3-cyl:i+rrt or disi:rissill r:f I lrui=3-ic tlfflcer or errpX.oyee

1: *o ilea,r co:'*rlrtir:lts or c:.,.ia.:fgi-ci Irrori;lltt '*.gai-nst such

affi.cer *r ..r;pLo)'cr,t bf :,i:iot,lor ;:::tl-:'1.ic c{ficer, i}erssn

otr +r1r1c1'*e utrlcss sncir '-t.i::liser nr er,rploye+: requgsts

a 1:ublic ir+ari:;.i1. A }rtllirl a$ency 114)' tlxclclde frort

an,v public o:l privett'ii ;::,c*ti:r;;, ,iitririg ilie t:xei'tia;ltinn

of ir iui-t;ress, lriry' *r itI.l otli*r vitn*ss+s in tha

nirttcr br:in;l in'r,:s'li.gi;rtc * iry i:i:e i;:ib1ic .l;;e;:c;r.

(bi liatsitirstff.'it1.in;: c:r;r' other provisian of

lal+, ;r ;,ui:Iic rrsr;--ricf -tic.t ;raJ.i1 r):it-rcl"ait't sessle"rns with

its s:*-ili to c$n$lri*r niatters i'r:ithin tiie $c(;!re of the

I'ui:1i.c iJi:lp1<:yec - irn;.l1;c;'lc;it ilcla"t ior::; .{t:'t,

lircticr:r 3?3(. ;)islur':Encg:i, In e-lly c}trrlnf, tlrrrt

aay !,1eF5r-ri1 ili1jlltLLy irii*ir;r-i:t.s a r:lt,Qtin1; of n pu,\li.c

agency sCI h;lat tI l:i*etin;1 il*y ['-]t br: coil'rlucta{l ln *n

,,
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orelerly Sasirl.o;r ;r:id p1'rler ca:tno? bs rrrstor** by the

re:rrovirl *f tiie F,srson i',".\o 1s i*lLft-t11,v iriterruptitlg

the nc..:ting, r.he r:ls:rilier; oi t.ire 'ptr!:Llc agency con-

rluctirrg th+ :rre,rting n*y +rdcr.' tir+ ir*etirr.g rooll cleareil

a:rii co:rt i;rue iri Sessiolr. f:nIi' ::latt*rs eppearing on

the agend* ruay bc consirlei:e,i in strch se$sf-on, htl'y

accreditorl tictig repcrtcrs an,.l, p|'ctogr*nhers shal1 be

al.lsn*C t.* attenei ir$f s*ssj.on lir:!.el Fllrsurint to thls

sec'eiorto i:roviCcd -tlrat ai''.y snch irerscir tgho t'rl"1firl"1y i

intcrrupts s. ilesting ';rf ;r lrlt?-'I-ic Flgcncy nay 1355 rareoYed,

in tJro snns Rilitnt:r ils a:ry otlrcr p3r$on

i3*ctisn 3237 " ilinutsrs. The ninn?es of every

:nereLilg of eec.ir Xruhl.'ic ag*ncy s!:a11 be pron;1tly an'J

fai.rly ri)'*{iri*rl} sh;r}l" l"le iii:en tn 1.-i"?:llc i.nspection

flrrai shirL} i::clu,l+ but ;,ot he ii.*ited to a recsrd of

all l.lotiong" prop*-ra1s anrl Te$cltttlons offererlo the

rcsuLts of ::::)' votc's tal;.lti *nc1 n, rccercl n[ lncUviclual

v'b'ct>g ir'r i:ycl;1: a:li roli s;rll" In**.fi!r fi"$ it may do sc

rritlioui: viglliing fi*c?;icrrl ?)7.77 ef t"1.is Chapter, &r

fr$BRC1" ?iB]" ,sl:;:l ;:t*illtrt i+-':t' ?.t g+it:r$ o-f i:erser:rs prr:sent'

at I rt* e i.i. irg .

llceii*;L ;il3J. 'tctl'ril ii*i'1sil' ln;r action taken

*t * in"::*ti"ni1 itr ttitl,ti:,ic,r i,=f i!-:ly sectitrn nf thts

ehapt*r sliaL!- he vr:lJ tin.,l rlf no offect, irrovided that'

tjlis Uirlli;f i.C.at.i,rif '*i fiCf i,)nS. 't:,rti?yt P.'t Suth r,reetingS

sh*lI" :iic't $ili)ly t,t ir.irry c-l;irij.tncflt, otjrcn+ise Leg*l,

affcctiag th* pribl"ic ,-ic.i:t ,:'f f?1.* e:rtity concorneil'

;'legtin:r 3';3!i. 1'e}ilfiJ,ti.cr e:rl1 c*r.;:rt Jrrrtr sdLction:

ia) l'ire Sutrr':ic;' il*t:r:t *ilalL ltarre Jurlsdlc-
tie;r "iu eiiioz'c* ;i:1:/ ,l.ctio:.: brortgSrt as a result
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of ;-i vi.tlnticn of tltis C!:iipter. Atry nerson

sh*J.1. lrlve standi;rg to s[?* f,pr tJr.e criforcerr.orrt

srf tlii$ th:lr:tor.

ib) l.lacir n+nir*:: of n pr:l:3.ic ag*ncy r+ho

ilygqsrl$ i'r n'l*tlng cf a rr:.t-nri!.!c agcrtqy rcitere acti+n

i.s tali.*'i ln vi.rlsti.t;r +{ rn;: provisi*rt cf thls

Ci:a;:ier, irlth k.aurvled;-;e i:f the fnct thirt the

:ne,etlng !.s in vlol,ztlon tlrereof, is ::ullty of

B. nlisf'.:-tesaor.

(c] Aay ini.er+sted perscns ?:1ay corscience an

ecti.cn lry niead.e.Hus, i.njuact:i-on rr declaretory

rel^ief for the i'uapp"q' ef stcFpLng or prcY€irtlng

g vi-ola.tioti tir threrltent:'$ iri+Lp-tinn nf this

fiiuri;i*1' l:y ";,1a;utt *f ;".i:: agillrcy nr to detcrinlne

i:li* ei:;'ii.cabili-t;* r':f l;hls i"hapter ?o a.ctlons or

lJ;3'(;,ateti{"d fntt:re ;lctlor: cf '"n $g,ency'

(:'iJ Ii. n:lcl, srlf.t hvo'-:tirt rr-nder tha Chaptsf'

'fl* ;+r:-;"t ;l:lsLl fi"i* ;: I{f i,+-lirn Fi-n'll.;igs of Fsct

ar* ilr::tctir:litlrs cof I,;*t ::nd fi*41 jrl'{gt;i*:rt r'lhich

sliri.ll :r1-lo hc r']*{lri1.cil in l3ir* 'alnlit';s of i:ody

inritl'fe,1.

(,0) Tltc ci:art rh:.1.1 i:rlr1t!!l;'tovlt11r enjoin atry

ftert?,iln. arlJ:.ril:;t;', t.; ll lrr? lris!3.{s{ tiri.s {lirgltcr

fp:;,t fnrtl:er vl"rl.=ti.n* i:]ti:; eil+ltcr" E;icil

s*i'r:.rll-e tf-ticn tltrrlir r,r!.lit:lt i'i not 1:r c.ccol:dancc

r'rl tlr i:l',J.:'; flh.spt+:: l:biili :or:sr:iiutfl I scparate

r"i e'J.:-rtl,*i.

(!l) Tlr.*: fir.:1" ju':'l'ttnt n'i 'J*f:^ee in each

si,.it. s!il.lL stflte thnt th+ crurt shell. retain
jr"irisr!i-cti,n:r o\rs-!' the pnrti,srs and subJect rratter

-9
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f*r a;;+r1,;.1 c:l *:r*,Yt)l,r f;*:t,lnt* o':.:ntfy nitd

tlr,t cOliTf shatl" c,yrl.s:r tji* r'1.* filnr?jiii'i.,9 io rc1:ort

lrr r,,'riiir].ll t''*i;* Ji.tt.xua-11.1/ ttt tlt* coirrt cf thelr

cCIi;r.ji1ia;tce i;itii thl.s Clil;:tr-r:'.

Sr)':t ion 324A . iil\terilrility, i | .try provis loa of

thi.s Cl:ai:ii:'r {;f t}rt} .:;'iil1"ic,':;li*;r *f nny s;-'ction thercof,

tr: eny lers'+il ct. uir*il'crstalc{i is i:t:J.,.1 i;r'va}l{, t}rr5

val1tli.t7- + f the rerra! *,.tre,r r:f s-l!d iir;iriet f-;rd t'i:e

appllc:liiotr ':f ;r.icit ilroviii.*::s .i* +ll-rer .f ir$ons ol

clrculit$'t,a?icers ;ha11 r*t j;c li'f-.i*':ted. tiicr;l:y."

SeCtlCI:r 2. Iil +rrlcr tn lacii i t'rir] s.!t or,;lerLy transitioll

to tire prOce;i;rres ,;*hlCir f,;l?li lilbLic iir;is*c| sil;r.11 be required

to follolor 1is{xr-l$f, of the *r,}.o1ti.*:r r.f t}is ,tct, tirls A;i

shall tak* ef'f+tt .{'5 dt;"'s ;{iei i? l'r;'is h'i:c:uc tril''t.


