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Introcluced bY 
ffi
V. D. Ada
C. C. Barrett
Il . F. BJ"as
E. T. Ctrarfauros
A; L. Cr-i-stobal
8.. R. Duenas
J. R. Dtrenas
R. P. Duenas
C. T.C. Gutierrez
B. M. Pal.omo
J. FI. Rivera
G. R. Salas
A. C. Sanchez
B. . R' Santos
R. F. Taitano
T. V.C. Tanaka
A. C. Ysrael

.AN ACT ESI]ABLISH]:NG A. SPBCTAL COI'M{TSS}ON

O}i TI{B POT,iTiCAi, S'TATUS OF GUA-M

BBITI]NAcTffDBYTHEPtroPI,EoFTIIBTERRITORYoFGUAI',l:

Section 1. Legislative findirrgs' The I'egislature fintls:

(a) That- nrevious attempt-s to concern the general

pui:li.c with questions a-l:ou't Guamo s political status have

been'inconclrrsivebecauseofalackofgeneralinformation
on and uncfersta'ding of 'the subject as vrell as a l-acl< of

direcLion,andimpermanencefcrrtl:oserrlhoinvolvethemselves

. in this vit'al and important subiect' 
- t ! rr --.

(b) That previoris studies of Guam's poli-tical- status

alongwitlrotherinforma..bionavarilable,providesthe
basicinfonna|ionfromvll.ricl"ranevlPolitica-lStabtrs

Conrmission nay set its goals ancl timetables '
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(c) Ttrat a r:esolution "l somc of Guant's basic

econonric, soc:i:iil- and po1.-itica..l- qr'lestions shottld be sought

within the franiervo::']; of lrcJ.itica1 Status negotiations with

the li'eder;rl giovernment tuith al"l due speed

(d) That anly through Political Status negotiations

vrith the Federal goverrincnt vril.l major federal cohtrols

such as the continued applicatj-otr of the Jotres Act to

Guam Shipping, the agricr-rltural. import restrictions created

by feclcral" regulations, the lrnrnigr'ation & Naturalj.zatj-on

laws of the Unj.ted St.at,es, the Organic Act of Guam and the

inability to nieaningfuLly participate in International

Organizations etrrcl share econornic ideas and progl.rams wit'h

Guam's neighbors can ever be rentoved.

(e) That a wide-ranging educational campaign

involving the me<lia, educational- institutions and the

poLiti-caL institutions of Guam must be undertalcen before

any deterrnination of Gua-m!s Political Status desires may

De lRaqe.

lfl That the individual components which make up any

poLiticaL status position should be focused upon and'

discussed., rathcr than the politica.L titles Guarn should

seek. ,

(g}ThatthemernbershipofaCommissionconcerned

with Political ,$ta-tus sllould be a-s broad as Possible to

ensure tha{: a)-L points of vievr are discussed and

cons iclerec1.

Section 2, l{etnbers of Conuni'ssion' Qualillications and
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members tlrereof. The Political status commission shall be

composed of thirt,een (fl1 member$, :Lncluding three (3i

menrbers from the rixecutive off/ce or cab.inet appointed by

the Governorr. three (3) $enators appoj.nted by Lhe Minority
Leader of the Ttrirteenth Guam Legislature, four (4) senators

appointed by the Speaker and three (3) members of the general

public appointe.l by the Spea\er.

Section 3. Purposes of Connnission. The Commission shall
be established for the follol+ing purposes in clescending

order of priority:

which

than

(.) To set the goals of the Cornnrission, among

shall be a PLel:isc.ite on Po1itical Status no later
the L976 Primary Election;
(b) To set a definite timetabl-e for accomplishment

of goals

(c) To identify compon.ents of Political Startus

that most likeJ-y woul<l lre includecl as points of discussion

in any status r:egotiations;
(d) To develop a system to interest and educa.te

the people about each component of Political Stali:us

iclentif ied. above;

(e) Scl hold public hearings and otherwise encourage
I

nublic forurn events to discuss Political Status components

(f) To draft and submit to the Legislature enabling

legislation for a Plebiscite for the L976 Primary Blectiotl

giving the publj-c the chance to fornulate a Guam position

on each in<lirr-idual conpcrnent of Political Status; and
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(g) To subrnit to the LegisraLurer ro rater than one

(1I ycar after the effcci:ive rlate of this Act, recommenclecl,,|
legislation restrr.tcLttr.i.nc; the Political Status Conlnission

to give it a gre:a'h,er degr:ee of continuity ancl broadbasecl

representation

sectic'n 4. organization meetirrg. Tlre speaker sharl".

call the first meeting of the.pol.iticar status commission,

which sha1l <ietrote it,self to organi-zing the Conu'nission, adoptingl

rtrres of order governing proceclu::e and to elect a chairnran I

from alltollg the menrberx's, the S1:ealcer to initially preside at suchl

organi.zational meeting until the rrrembers have elected their
chai-rman

Section 5.

shal1 be open to

ALl rneetings of the Po1i'ficaL Status Commission
;

. the public.

Section 6. Report to the Legislature. The Poi-itical
Status Conrmission shall, oo later than November 15, L9'76,

report to tl're Legisl.ature on its. accompli-shmer:ts in terms of

i ts prerr.f o1.rs 1:r snt" goa"l.s ancl tirnetable .

"Section 7. The staff of the Guam. Legislature shalL give

such support and assj-stance to the Special Commission on Lhe

PoliticaL Status of Gu-ain as is necessary""

"section '8. Continuation" Tire Colnmission created by this

Act shal1 continue its operations , rvith the sarfle membership,

until succeeded by another legalIy constituted Political Status

Comritissiorr. "
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