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THIRTBENTII GUAM IEGISTATURE
1975 (FIRST) Regular Sssslon

Blll No. 305

Introduced by
C. G. Berrott-

AN ACT RELATING TO THE LEGAL CAPACITY OF
MINOR TO C0I{TIIACT FOR IIOSPITAI, HEALTH
ctINIC, MEDICAT CARE AND SERVICES.

BB IT ENACTED BY TIIB PEOPTE OF THB TERRITORY OF GUA}I:

section 1. section 35 of tho clvll codc of Guan ls hereby

anended to read as folloys:

"35. llLnorts time, dlsafflrnance. In alL cases

othcr than those speclfled in Sectl.ons 36, 37 gnd 57A, the

contract of a nl.nor lf mado rhltst he ls uador the age of
18 aray be dlsaffirmod by the nl.nor hLnself, elther before

his naJorlty or nithin a roasonable tine aftsrwards, orr

Ln case of hls deatb wlthin that period, by his helrs or

person reprcsentetives, rLthout restorlng the conslderation

to the party fronr whoa it ras roceLvedr or paylng lts
equlvalent. r'

Sectlon 2. A new Sectlon 57A is hereby added to the Ctvil
Code of Guan, to read as follons:

'37A. Legal capacity of nlnor regardlng nedical care.

(1) Definittons. For the purposo of thlt Chapter,

the followlng tetrs shall be deflnod as follors:
(a) 'Mlnorr shall be any p€rson under the

rge of elghteon. //' .. ':

(b) rParcntr n6ans the natural and thc legal
parent, and any guardian, custodlan, or steppareDt

acting in Loco parentis.
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(c) 'Mcdlcal caro and servlcsst noans thc

dlagnosls, oxanlnetlon, prescrlptlon, gnd adnlnls-

tratlon of rnodlcatLon and othor ltcms ln tho treatrnent,

of vensroal dlscases, prognaDCl, substsnce sbuss.

It shall not lncludo surgery or any treatnsnt to

lnduce abortl.on.

(d) rsubstanco abuser neans any ercossl,vo use

or misuse of substances that lead to lntorlcatlon,
psychlatrlc dlsordor, physlcal dlsease, socLal

dysfunctlon associatod rlth dopendency, and daaages

to health or soclal or vocatlonal adlustnent.

(2) Consent valld. The consent to the provlslon of

rsedical cale and service by publlc and prlvata hospitals

or public or private cllnics, of the perfornanco of sleillcal

care and services by e physlclan llcensed to practLce

aediclne or osteopathy, when executcd by e femalo mlnor

rho ls or professes to be prognant, or by a ninor rho ls

or professes to be affllcted with a vo$6r€a1 dlsease, or by

a niaor vho suffera or professes to suffer fron substance

abuse, shall bo valld and blnding as lf tbe ninor had

achlovod hls or hcr naJority at the case aay bo; that is,

a fenale ninor nho ls, or professos to be pregnantr or a

ninor who lsr of profosses to bo afflictcd vlth a venereal

dl.sease, or a nlnor rho suffers or professcs to su:ffer

frorn substance abuse, or a nlhtir who requcsts, shall be

deemed to have, and shall have tho sarne legal eapaclty to

act, and the seme legal obligations wlth regard to the

giving of such sonsent to the lirovision of rredical carc

ancl services by such hospitals and suclt clinics, and suc:'

physiclans os I pcrson of full lcgal age and capaclty,
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thc lnfancy of the nlnor and any contrary provlslone of

lau notylthetandlng, end cuch con!€nt ghall aot bo subJect

to later dlsafflrmanco by reason of such mlnorlty; and the

conscnt of no other pstson or personS (lncludlng' but not

linltod to a spouso or perent) shall be nocessary ln order

to authotlza the provlslon of rnodlcal caro ond sorvtces

by such hospltals and such cllnlcr, slld by such pbyslclans

to the ninor.

(3) Provldlng lnforrnation' Publlc end prlvate

hospltals, or publlc and private cllnlcs or physlclaas

lleensed to practlce nedl.cine or osteopathy shal1 not

lnforn the spouse or parent of any nl.nor patient of the

provision of sredical care and servlcos to the ninor or

disclosa any inforraation portalning to such carc and

servlces irlthout the specific conseat of tho aLnor

patlcnt to whon such nedlcal calc and servlceg havo

besn provlded undor thls Chaptor. '

(4) Flnancial responsibtlity. A nlnof *ho eonsents

to the provlslon of pedical care and gervl.ces shall

thereby sssurlc flnenclsl responslblltty for thc costs

of such nedical earo and sorvices. Notvl'thstandlng any

other 1aw to tho contraryr parents, goyorneental agencics

or thlrd party psyers rhoso consent has not bccn obtalne<l

or Tho havo no prlor knorleclge tlret tho nlnor has Golt'

sented to the provislon of sugh,inedtcal carc and scrvlces

shall not be llable for tho costs incurrod by virtue

of the nlnorts consont.

(5) Itat.ient courisclin;. I'he treat:rent of venerenl

clisease, preg,nancy, sulstsnce abuse, s[411 lnclude

lndlvldual coungollng for cseh nlnor patlcnt bt a

quellflcd pcrcon. Sucb coun36lltr8 shrlt tcct to opol

tho llncs of conrnunlcatlonr botvesn Prrcnt end chlld.

(6) Thls Act shall take effect luuoedlatoly"'

I


