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Introduced bY -T.- H. Undorwood
F. R, Santos

AN ACT TO ADD CTIAPTBR II-A TO

TITLE XXIV OF TIIE GOVERN}.IENT

c0DE 0F 6uAt'{ RELATM T0 slzEr
WEiGIIT A}ID LOAD LIMITATIONS OF

OF VE}IICLES, A}ID RSSTRICTION OF

CENTNTN VEHiCLES FROM THE HIGIIWAY '

BE IT ENACTED BY THB PBOPLE OF TIIE TERRITORY OF GUAM:

sectlon 1. chapter II-A is hereby added to T1tle XXIV

the GoverNrent code of Guan, to read as follows:

"ChaPter II-A

Size, lt'elght and Load Llnitations' and

Restriction of Certain Vehleles'

section :'l.zoa, Definltlons. As used.ln thls chapter'

the folloring definitlons ulll hold true:

Axle: Thc coDmon axls of rotatlon of onc or nole

uheslsn whether ln one or norG s€gnents, and rcgardless of

tha nunber of wheels carrled thcreon'

Arle Group: An asserablage of trO or Dore consecutive

exles considered togethcr in deternrlning thelr corablned

load effect on a brldge or'pavenent Structufc.

Axle Load: T}re total 1oad, transnl'tted to thc road

by all wheels whoso contcrs 
^y'e7ix."luded 

betneen tho tvo

parallel transverse vertLcal planes forty (40) lnches

apart, extending across the full utdth of the vehlcle'

Connecting l-{echanlsn: At errangement of parts

inter-connecting t$o or nore consecutive axLes to the

frano of a vehlclc ln such I mannGr as to cquallzc thc

lord botwccn thc axlcs'

Gross l{elght: The welg:t of a vohlcle and/or

vehlcle corubinatlon ulthout -r'iidr plus thc nelght of any
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load thcrcon

Hglght:Thetotalvortlcaldlnenslonofanyvehlcle
abovo the ground surface lncludlng any load and load

holding devico thereon'

Highway:Theontlrowldthbetree[theboundarylines
of every publLcly nalntalnod surfaco' when any Part

theroof ls open to the use of thc publlc for purposos of

vehiculartravel;synonymousandlnterchangeablel,nusage
glth f streetf .

Length:Thetotallongttudlnaldlrnenslonofany
vehicleorconbinationofvehlcleg,lncludlagenyload
or load holding devices thereon'

Load:Atlelghtorquantltyofanythlngresttngupon
a suPport.

MotorVehicle:Avehlclorhl.chlsself-propelledor
propelledbyeloctrlcpowerobtainedfronoverheadtrolley
rlres, but not operatlng uPon rells' '

orrner; A pcrson, other than a lion holder, hav|'ng the

propcrty Ln or tit,ls to a vehicle' 'locLudlng e pcrson

cntltled to use and possession of a vehicle subJect to a

security interest ln anothor Porson' but oxcluding a

lcssee undsr e lease not Lntcnded as gecurl'ty'

ScaleTolorancc:Anellorablevarlatlonlnthg
ctatic nelght of an axle rcaa /7 accordencc wLth' but not

cxeeeding, the precislon of the scalo involved'

Senl-Traller:Avehicledeslgnedforcarrying
pers0nsorpropertyanddrawr.hyatruck-tractoronrgiric.l:
parts of its volght and Lnad rt:sts

.ElngloArlc:Anassenblyoftuoornorowheelg,rhoso
ctntcrg'rcononetransvcr'gwrtlcrlplaneorneybc
lneludod bctvcen tro perellel trtntvcrrc vortlcal ptancr

.t'
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forty (40) lnchos apart oxtendlng thc full yldth of the

vohlclc.

Single Axlo tfolght: The total .wolght transnLtted to
the road by a single axlo.

Special Pernit: A wrltten authorizatlon to noy6 or
operate on a highray, a vehlcle or vehicles ylth
lndivislble load of a slze and/or nclght oxceedlng the
linits prescribed for vehicl,os ln regular operatlon.

Tanden Axls: Any two or nore consecutivc gxles rhose

centers are more than forty (10) 'inches but less thcn

ninety-sfx (96) inches apart, and are indivldually
attached and/or artlculated fron a conmon attachrneat to
tha vehicle including a connecting rnechanisn designed to
equalize the load between the axl,es.

Tanden Axle Welghtl The total relght transmlttod to
the road by tno or more consecutive axles yhose centers

nay be included botueen parallel trensverse planes spaced

forty (40) inches but less than nlnety-slx (96) inches

apart, ertending the full yldth of thc vehlcle.
Trailcr: A vehicle deslgned for carrying persons or

property and drarn by a notor vehicle whlch carrLes no

part of the welght and load of the treiler on lts orn

wbeels.

Trusk: A tsotor vehicle d,cpLgned,, used or rnaintalned

prinarily for the transportation of property.

Truck-Tractor: A notor vehlcle designed for drawlng

otirer vehicles, but not for a load other than a part of
the weigirt of the rrehicle and load drawn.

Vchlcle: A dcvlce ln, upon or by whlch any porson or
proporty aay bc trensportcd or drern upol e htghrey.

:3
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Vchtcls Conblnatlon: A truck-tractor and sonl'traller,
elther nlth or nlthout a full trallor, or a truck rlth one

or nore fu1l trallsrs.
lfldth: The total

vehicle, lncludlng any

but excLuding approved

load.

outslde transvcrsc dlmenslon of a

load or load holdlng devlces thereon,

safety devices and tlro bulgo due to

Sectlon 23201. Slze, Welght and Load Llnltatlotlsr
(a) It ls unlawful for aay person to drive or mov€'

or for the owner to cause or knoul.ngly perrntt to be driven

or moved on any highway, an)t vehLcle or vehlclos of a sl'ze,

reight or a load exceeding or otherwlse fatllng to conply

rith the linltations or requirenents stated ln thls chapter.

(b) The provisions of thls chapter governlng slzo,

relght end load shall not apPly to a vehicle operated

under the ternns of a special permit lssued as hereln

provlded,

Sectlon 23202. l{idth of Vehicles aad Loads. No

vehlcle, includlng ony load and load holdlng devicc

thereon sha1l exceed e total rldth of onc hundred two

(102) inches.

Section 23203. Height of Vchleles cnd Loads. No

vohlcle, lncludlng any load and load holdlng davlceg

thereon, shall exceed a total,!rc,.lght of thlrteen (13) foet

end six (6) inches.

Section 73201. Length of Vehlcles and Loadg.

(a) No vehicle, inclutli.-.g any !.oad antl load holdinl

devices, shsll. exceed a totnl length of forty (40) feet

Crtrsmo overcll dinension, irrclusivo of front and rear

bunpers.
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(b) A bus, oqulpped wlth throe (3) 8r1os, shall not

orceed an equal overall length, lncluslvo of front and roar

bumpers, af forty (40) feet o .

(c) No cornblnatlon of tuo (2) vehl.cles coupled to-
gether, including any load thoreon, shall havs an overall

length, incluslve of front and rear burnpors, Ln oxcegs of
sixty (60) feet, except as othemlse provlded ln respect

to the use of a pole or pipe dolty as authorlzed ln
Subsoction 23204 (f) of thls Chaptor.

(d) No other conblnatlons of vehicles shall conslst

of more than two (2) units, except that one (1) truck-

tractor seni-trailer nay haul one (1) ful1 traller. No

such cornbinations, lncluding any load, shall exceed an

overall length, incluslve of front end rear bumpers of

sixty-five (65) feot.
(e) Subject to the foregolng provislons of tbLs

Chapter liniting the length of vehicles and loads, the

load upon any vehicle operated alone, of the load upon the

front vehicle of a conbinatton of vehlcles shall not

exceed nore than three (3) feet beyoad the foremost pert

of that vehicle. The load upon any vehlcle operated alone,

or the load upon the rear vehlcle of a conblnatlon of
vehlcles shall not crtend norc than six (6) feet bcyond

the rear of thc flxed bed or bih,; of the vehlcle, unloss

that vehicle is followed by an escort vehicle rtth e

rotating yellow beacon,' and a slgn statlng tlong Loadt.

(f) The Linitations as to the length of vehicles and

loads heretofore statcd in Section 23204 sha1l not apply

to 8nI load upon a polc or plpo dolly as doflned ln
Subsoctlon 25001 (y). No polcr or plpes or structural

-5
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natorlals or crano which cannot bc dlsruernborsd, provldod,

thrt no pole or plpo or naterial or crane oxcecds clghty

(80) feet ln length, shall be so transported unless a

pernit has first been obtainod as authorlzed ln Soctlon

23213.

Sectlon 23205, Trallers end Toued Veh!.cles.

(a) l{hen ono (X) vehlcls ls towing snother thc

drawbar or othor connectlon shall be of tufflclsnt strength

to pull all welght toved thereby, srd sald drawbar or other

connection shell not exceed flfteen (15) feet frou one

vehicle to the othor, except the connection beffieen any

two (2, vehlcl,es traasporting poles, plpes, nachin€ty

or other obJects of a structural naturo rhlch cannot

readily be disnembered.

(b) When one (1) vehicle is towlng another, and tho

a chaln, ropo or cable, that

less than tsn (10) feet, and no

feet, 8Dd there shall be dlsPlaYed

a shlte flag or cloth, not lecs

on an edge. When ono (1) vehicle

is towing another, thelr speed shall not exceed twenty-

fivo (25) niles per hour ot thc posted speod llnlt, whl'ch-

ever is loner.

Section 232A6. Maxinun Pe.rgisslblo Load Linlt.
Velricle Gross Weight: The totel gross welght lmposod

on the highway surface by a vehlclo, ot cornblnatlon of

vehiclesn shall be <ieternine,J by the appLication of
Table I:

connection consists of
connection shall be not

Eore than fifteen (15)

upon such a connectlon,

than tvelve (I2) inches

n
H

-6
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Section 23207. Perfornance

(a) Brake perfornanco shall

ments set forth in the most rocent

the National Coranitteo on Unlforn

Requironrents,

conforE to the requlre-

Unlforrn veliicle Code of

Trafflc Lars and

Ordinances.

(b) Llnkage between any cornblnation of vehlcles

shall conforrn to the current Seconslended practig€ of the

Society of Autornotive Engineers.

(c) Vehiclos ln regular oPeratLons shall be

parnissible only when such loads are transnitted to the

htghray surface through uheels equlPpod Tith pneunatlc tires'
snd no such tire cquipnent shall be deslgned for usc or

used with sn operating tnflatlol prassurc ln excess of one

hrmdred and five (105) pounds por square inch.

(d) Vehicles in regular operation shall be

per:Tiissible r)n.Ly when on said vehicLes, the wheels of the

last axle ln contact with the higirway srrrface are coVered

by fenderlng and/or nud flaps, or e slnllar device that

rltl def,lcct sny obrcet throrn by thc uhecls ln notlon.

(c) Vehisles ln regular opcratlon shell havc thclr

rI
hi

-7
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ldentlflcatlon numbers palntcd ln a contrestlng color and

at a rninlnun holght of throo (5) lnches. Theso nunbers

shall bo ln a conspicuous place on the front and roar of

that vehlcle. The conpany nano wltl be clearly dlsplayed

on the side doors of all vehiclos ln regUler operatLon.

Nr.unbers, llcenso platcs and all llghts shall bo rlped

clean before anY and all hauls.

(f) No person shall operate on any hlghrayr 8ny

vehicle with any load unless sald load and covering thereon

ls securely fastened so as to prevent said load or

covering fron being loosened, detached or ln any nanner

creating litter or constituting a hazard to othcr usor.s

of the hlghway.

section 23208. Authority to stop, Inspect and woigh

Vehictes; Renoval of Excess Loads

(a)Anypollceofficerobservi.ngcondltionsof
vehlcle appearancat operatlon or Gargo storage, whlch

night rspresent a potentlal or actual hazard, is

authorized to stop the drlver, and subult the vehlcle to

an inroedisto insPectLon.

(b) shenever an offlcer, upon lnspection of g vehl'cle

rnd/or load, deternlnes the exislso66 of a mlnor

lnfraction, a cltatlon rill be lssued snd thc vehtcle

allowed to proceed to its o*n'6Ulp for correctlon. A

vehicle found to be hazardous to tho driver or the public,

the offlcer has the authority to direct the dlscontlnuance

of the vehicle passage ancl require the vehicle to bc novt 'l

to a storage area or Governnent facility, and said

vchlclo shall renaln there untll sueh repalrs or

corrcgtlons 3s stltcd can bc cffcctcd olthpr thorcr 01,

Its oun shop. Such vehicle wll1 not bc allowsd back lnto

-8
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nornal operatlon ultll corroctlons aro nado.

(c) Any pollce offlcer havlng reeson to bellevc

that tho welght of a vehlcle, elther unladon or wlth load,

ls unlawful, ls euthorlzsd to requlre tho driver to stop

and subnit to a welghlng of sene by neans of portable

scaLes, and should a quostlon of uelght arlso, the

officer w111 requlre that such vehlcles be drlven to the

nearest official scaleg.

(d) Whenevsr an officor, upon relghlng a vehlcle and

load, as provided above, determines that the rrelght is

unlawful, such officer will require the driver to stop the

vehlcle ln e suitable place and rsmain standing until such

portlon of the load is reiloved as nay be necessar7 to

reduce the welght of such vohicle such llnit as pernltted

under thls Chapter. A two thousand (2000) pound tolerance

ovsr and above the maxl.mun pe:misslble reight w111 be

allored before tho renoval of load rill be required. All
rnatorlal so unloaded shall be cared for by the owner or

drlver of such vehicle et the risk of sald owner or driver.

(e) Any drivet of a vehicle rho falls or refused to

stop and subnlt the vehlcle, elther unladen or uith load'

to an lnspectlon andlor weighing, or rho fails or refuses

rhen directed by thc officer upon lnspectlon and/or

rclghlng of tho vehlcle to st6,,tho vohlclc and otherrrlse

eonpLy rith the provislons of this Section shall bs

subjoct to arrest and fine not to exceed One Thousand

r.roiLars ($t, C3i. ii'l) cr j-r: i::1.:risone'J for not -rorc tll;rn

one (1) year, or both.

Sectlon 23209. Rcatrictlon of Ccrtaln Vehlcles.

(e) It ls unlavful for any parson to.drlvo or Bovor

or tho orncr to cause or lnoytngly pcrmlt to bc drivon on

any highr.ray, off-roa<l !reav;' Constructlon equlpnent, steel

-9
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rollcrs, solld rubbsr tlros, sheepsfoot, tracks, tracks

ulth lugs, tlros that incorporate steol nats or chalns

end/or any othor whee1, vehlclo or contrivance that the

Dlrector of Publtc Wotks, or hls authorlzod representatlvo

deeras harnful or destructive to the highway surface,

except for thoso vehicles that are ongaged ln actual work

on or noar tho hlghway.

(b) The provlslons of thls Sectlon governlng

restrlctlons of cortaln vehlcles from the hlghway shall not

apply to any said vehlcle or vehlcles that are t,ransported

by trailor, so long as the total gross wclght does not

oxceed tho naxlnun allowable veight provlded ln Sectlon

23206.

Sectlon 232LA. Llabllity for Danage to Highways or

Structures.

(a) Any person driving or movlng anI vehlcle' obJect

or contrlvanco, lncluding any person operatlng or noving

a yehiclo or sonbination of vebiclos, elther legally or

tmder a specl.al pet'nit authorized tn Sectlsn 23213, shall

be llabLo for all darnage any highway or htghway structure

nay sustain as the result of any caroless, nogllgent or

lllogal driving or novl.ng of seld vehlcle, conblnatLon of

vchlcles, object or contrlvance.

(b) Arqy person drivt"s 
ff..movlng 

any vehlcle, object

or contrlvance, lncludlng 
"ny furson operating or noving

a vshicle or conbinatlon of vohlcles oither Xegally o?

uncler a special per.:it authorized in Section ?3?L3, shall

be Liable for all. denage to structures spanning the

highwayr or e part of the highway, by reason of vehicles

or load hclghts ln crccss of that uhleh such ttructurc

Fl

il
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rlll psrnlt, shen tho cloarancc hetght of tho vshlcle or

load or load-holdtng devlce thoreon ls ln excess of
thlrteen (13) feet slx (6) lnches.

(c) Any person drlvlng or nrovlng any vehicle, obJoct

or contrlvance, lncludlng any person operatlng or rnovlng

e vchiclc or conbinatlon of vehlcles el.tber legally or

undor a special penrit authorlzed ln Sectlon 23213, shall

be liable for all danage to stfuctures spannlng the

hlghwey, or part of the hlghway, by reason of vehteles or

load vidth Ln ercess of that yhtch such structure rl11

pernlt'and, in any event, whero ths rldth of the vohtcle

or load is in excess of one hundred and two (102) inches.

(d) Any vehicle or conbination of vehlcles of an

unusually large slze or velght shall be requlred to obtain

a special haullng pernlt at least forty-eight (18) hours

Ln advanee of the expected noving date.' At thts tisrs the

orfnor of said vehisle or eonbinatlon of vehlcles s111

provide proof that arrangenents have been made for the

renoval aad replacenent of overhead and off-road

obstructions, routing, authorized testlng of the hlghway

surface, pollce escort. and any other requirementg deenod

acccssarT for novlng by thc Dlrector of Publtc gorks or

hls guthorizcd reprcsentatlnc. All costs shall be borne

by the ownor.

(c) l{henever such atj1rye*',or mover ls not the owner of

eny vehicle or conbination of vehicles, obJect or

contrivance, but ls 3o elrlvlng or movlng sane wlth the

express or inplied perlrission of the owner, thcn the owner

and driver or nover shatl be jointly and severallT llable
for any danago. '

-11
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(f) Any such damage nay bc recovoted ln a clvll
actlon

Sectlon ZSZLL. Penaltiss.

(a) Every person convicted of a violatlon of any of

the provisions of thls Chaptor for which another pcnalty

not proviaea shall, for a flrst conviction thereof, bc

punlshed by a flne of not more than Trenty-Five Dollars

($ZS.OO1 and $0.0l/pound over the uaxinrum allowable load

euthorlzed in Section 23206, ot by lnprisonment for not

riore than two (2) days, or both such flne and inprisonment;

for a second such convictlon within ono (1) year thereafter,

such person shall be punished by a fine of not less than

Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) and $0.01/pound, but not Eore

than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) and $0.O2lpound, or by

inprisonment for not nore than five (5) days r ot by both

such fine and inprisonnent; upon a third or subsequent

conviction rithin one (1) year after the first eonviction

such person shall be punlshed by a flne of not less than

Fifty Dollars ($SO.OO; and $0.02,/pound but not more thsn

One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) and $0.O5/pound, or by

imprisonnent for not norc then seven (?) days, or by both

such finc and irnprlsonnent.

(b) A1l permit fees and flnes shall be deposited in

the Territorlal Highway Fundy. "

Sectlon 232L2. Proceedings to Make Owner Co-Defendant.

In any provision, llnitation or requirenent of this Chapter

of an E;,rpl<lyee of tl,r orlner of the vehicle cc:lcening

which the violation occurred, €mPloyccl to opernte the

vchlcle, thc court sha!!, oD thc request of such cnployeor

trkc epproprlrtc sctlon to nekc thc orncr of tbo vohlcle a

ls

a5

F1
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co-defondant. In thc cvont tt ls found that ths onployeo

has roasonable grounds to belleve that ths vohlcle or

vohicles oporatod by hlrn as such onployoe dld not vlolate

eny provlslon, litnltatlon or roquirement, the court nay

disnlss the charges agalnst the enployee.

Seetlon 23?,t3. Permits for Excess Slze and t{olght.

(a) A surety bond ln a nlnlnurn amount of Fivs Hundred

Dollars ($s00.00)r or pfoper evidence of adequate Lnsuranco,

nrlst be filed with the Dlrector of Publlc Works before a

pernit will bo issued for transport{ng over-width, over-

length or over-*eight loads on the highway, except when the

applicant is a Territorial or Federal Government Agoncy.

(b) The Director of Public l{orks, or his authorlzeC

representative, BaI in hls discretlon, upon appllcatl.on, in

rrlting good sause being shown thereforo, issue a spcelal

pernit in rriting authorizing the applicalit to operato or

movo a vehicle or conbinatlon of vehlcles of a size or

relght exceeding the naxinr$r specified ln this Chapterr or

otherrise not in conforrnity rith the provisions of this

Chapter, upon the highways of Guan. A per:alt lssued under

this Section shall not authorizo tho operation or moving

of any vehicle or cornbination of vEhicles rlthout the

conpliance with Chapter 3 of this Title.
(c) The appllcatlon f,ov,'shiy such pernlt shall

speclfically describe the vehicle or cornblnatlon of vehicles

and load to be operated or moved, and the partlcular
i:i,;hi,':y; f.:lr uhictr t1:c i'cr::it to o:)r.:rate is rcqucstu-i], 1.r'' i

whetirer such pernit is requested for a single trip, or for

contLnuous oporetlon for a dcslgnated perlod of tlrae.

(d) Thc Dlrector of Publlc Works, or hls authorlzcd
,i
il
tl

il

-15
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represontatlve ls authorlzad to Lssuo or wlthhold such

pernlt at hls dlscretlon, ofr lf such a permlt ls Lssued,

to limlt tho nurnber of trips or to estab!'lsh tlne

llmitatlong wlthin which the vehicles described uray be

operated, or to prescrlbe condttlons of operatlons of

such vehlcle or Vehlcles when nocesssry to assure agalnst

unduo danage to the hlghway foundations, surfaces or

st1ugtures, and lnay require such undortaklng or other

security as nay be deerned necessary to compensate fot any

lnJury to any such highway foundatLons' surfaces or

structure. Each per$it'shall be valid only for a designated

nurber of consecutive calendar days as speclfied ln the

permit, but in no event sha1l. a permit be granted for a

period longer than ton (10) daYs.

(e) At thE discretion of the Dlrector of Publlc

tforks or his authorl.zed represontatLve, blanket pernrlts

1111 be issued for over-slzed vehicles presently on ls1and'

aad said over-sized vehlcles ney bG subJect to tlme-of-

operations rostrictions .

(f) Every such pernit shal1 be carrled ln the vehlcle

or eonbination of vehicles to wtrtch Lt refers, and shall bs

open to inspection by any pollce offlcer. It shall be

unlawful for any person to violate any of the terns or

conditlons of such per:rits . tn''',"

(e) A fee of Flvc Dollars ($s'oo1 shall be charge for

each pernit and no such perrnlt shall be issued untll said

fee has Lreen paid"

(h) /tny vehicle lsstred r+lth a pernanent special

cqulppent llcenger ol, rcquirlng a spoclal pernlt, al

rcqulred undor thls Chapter, shall bc prohibtted fron

i

ItiIi
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opcratlng on tho hlghways durlng the hours of 7:00 to 9:00

8.m., 12:00 to 1:00 p.u., and 4:00 to 6:00 p.D. Mondeys

through Frldays, oxcopt ln cases of energonclos, or at tho

<lirectlon of the Dlroctor of Publlc Works.

(f) In tho event of disputes over Departrncnt of
Publlc Works pollcy an Appoal Board shall be convencd

upon wrltten request to thc chalrnar of tho Appcal Board.

The Board ghsll conslst of three (3) nonbers. OnG (f)
nernber fron the Guan Contractors Assoclatlon, of a monber

fron the connunity at large, the ltlrector of Publlc Safety,

or his authorized representative and the Chalrnan of the

Guan Transit Authorlty, who shall s6rye as chElrnan of tlrls
Appeal Board. The <leclsion of the Appeal Boartl shall be

blnding on all parties.

Sectlon 23214. htren the Dlrector of Publlc Works raay

Restrlct tho Use of Highr*ays.

(a) The Dlrector of Publtc lforks, or hls authorlzed

reprcsentatlver ROI prohibtt tho operatlons of certain
vehlcles upon any hlghway, or lnpose restrtctions as to the

weight of vehicles to be operated upon any hlghwslr

whenever any hlghrray b)r reason of detortoratlon, ral,n or
other cltxratlc condltlons .vhich wlll gerlously danage the

htghway unless tho usc of vehlcles theroon ls prohlblted
or the wolght thereon ls reduqpdt Such prohlbltlon or
restrlctlon shall be effectlvo rhen notlce theroof arc

erected upon the hlghrvay affectsd and/or effected when

::r:tiCe is tir.,en !'i' ir.'l-Iicntir:il"
(b) Effecti.,'* ilcto. This Act shrll !:e effcctive

-lnnredlatoly provlded that those provlslons of thlc Act

vhlch lfunltr hotght, rldth end lcngth rr deflncd ln
Sectlon 25200 shall not bo appllcablc to vehlclas uhlch

wero duly reglstered on the ,l:rtG thst thls Act becane

law untll April 30, 1982. "
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