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THIRTEENTH GUAM LBGISLATURE
1975 (FIRST) Regular Session

| Substitute
;;Bill No. 197
i

Introduced by

? ~J. H. Underwood
F. R, Santos

§? | | AN ACT TO ADD CHAPTER II-A TO
i TITLE XXIV OF THE GOVERNMENT
it : CODE OF GUAM RELATIVE TO SIZE,
i _ WEIGHT AND LOAD LIMITATIONS OF
. _ OF VEHICLES, AND RESTRICTION OF .
| - CERTAIN VEHICLES FROM THE HIGHWAY,
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY OF GUAM:
Section 1. Chapter II-A is hereby added to Title XXIV
7;of the Govefnment Code of Guam, to read as follows:
"Chapter II-A
- Size, Weight and Load Limitations, and
Restriction of Certain Vehicles.
| Section 23200, Definitions. As used in this Chapter,
?E the following definitions will hold true: »
i Axle: The common axis of rotation of oné oTr moTre
i wheels, whether in one or more segments, and regardless of
the number of wheels carried thereon.
! Axle Group: An assemblage of two or more consecutive
éé axles considered together in determining their combined
load effect on a bridge or pavement structure.
Axle Load: The total load transmitted to the road
! by all wheels whose centers_aié&included between the two
gi parallel traasverse vertical planes forty (40) inches
apart, extending across the full width of the vehicle,
‘Connecting Mechanism: Au arrangement of parts

inter-connecting two or more consecutive axles to the
-frame of a vehicle in such a manner as to equalize the
load between the axles.

Gross Weight: The weig:t of a vehicle and/or

vehicle combination without -~:d, plus the weight of any




|

|

1oad thereon.

Height: The total vertical dimension of any vehicle i

above the ground surface including any load and load
holding device thereon. |

Highway: The entire width between the boundary lines
of every publicly'maintained‘surface,'when any part ;
thereof is open to the use of the public for purposes of %
vehicular travel; synonymous'and‘interchangeable in usage
with 'street' , \ , L - g

Length: The total longitudinal dimension of any %
veﬁicle or combination of vehicles, including any load i
or loéd holding devices thereon. |

Load: A weight or quantity of anything resting upon
8 support.‘

Motor Vehicle: A vehicle which is self-propelled or
propelled by electric power obiained from overhead trolley
wires, but not operating upon rails.

Owner. A person, other than a lien holder, having the
property in or title to a vehicle, including a person
entitled to use and possession of a vehicle subject to a
security interest in another person, but excluding a
lessée under a lease not intended as security.

Scale Tolerance: An allowable variation in the
static weight of an axle load/in,accordance with, but not
exceed1ng, the precision of the scale involved.

Semi-Trailer. A vehicle designed for carrying
persons or property and draw: by a truck-tracter on which
parts of its weight and load rests.

Single Axle: An assembly of two or more wheels, whose
centers are on one transverse vertical plane or may be

1néluded between two parallel transverse vertical planes
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forty (40) inches apart extending the full width of the
vehicle, | |

Single Axle Weight: The total weight transmitted to
the road by a single axle. | '

Special Permit: A written authorization to move or
operate on a highway, a vehicle or vehicles with
indivisible load of a size and/or weight exceeding the
limits prescribed for vehicles in regular operation.

Tandem.Axle: Any two or more consecutive axles whose
centers are more than forty (40) inches but less than
ninety-six (96) inches apart,'énd are individually
attached and/or articulated from a common attachment to
the vehicle including a connecting mechanism designed to
equalize the load between the axles.

Tandem Axle Weight: The total weight transmitted to
the road by two or more consecutive axles whose centers
nay be included between parallel transverse planes spaced
forty (40) inches but less than ninety-six (96) inches
apart, extending the full width of the vehicle.

Trailer: A vehicle désigned for carrying persons or
property and drawn by a motor vehicle which carries no
part of the weight and load of the trailer on its own
wheels. |

Truck: A motor vehicle dﬁ;igned, used or maintained

‘primarily for the transportation of property.

Truck-Tractor: A motor vehicle designed for drawing
othier vehicles, but not for a load other than a part of
the weight of the vehicle and load drawn.

Vehicle: A device in, upon or by which any person or

property may be transported or drawn upon a highway.

-3 -
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" Vehicle Combination: A truck-tractor and semi-trailer,
either with or without a full trailer, or a truck with one
or more full trailers. |

Width: The total outside transverse dimension of a
vehicle, including any load or load holding devices thereon,
but excluding approved safety devices and tire bulge due to
load. |

“Section 23201, Size, Weight and Load Limitations.

(a) It is unlaﬁful for any persoh to drive or move,

- or for the owner to cause or kﬁowingly permit to be driven
~or moved on any highway, any vehicle or vehicles of a size,

"weight or a load exceeding or otherwise failing to comply

with the limitations or requirements stated in this chapter.

(b) The provisions of this chapter governing size,

 weight and load shall not apply to a vehicle operated

under the terms of a special permit issued as herein
provided.

Section 23202. Width of Vehicles and Loads. No
vehiéle, ihcluding any load and load holding device
thereon shall exceed a total width of one hundred two
(102) inches._ _

Section 23203. Height of Vehicles and Loads. No
vehicle, including any loéd and load holding devices

thereon, shall exceed a total height of thirteen (13) feet

7.
and six (6) inches. ’

Section 23204. Length of Vehicles and Loads.
. (a) No vehicle, includi=g any ioad and load holdin-

devices, shall exceed a totnl 1ength of forty (40) feet

. extreme overall dimension, inclusive of front and rear

bumpers.




W 0 N Ot RN e

I N R R N I T S Y I T S O T R = S = T R = B = Y ~ B R W
© VW o N A T & N MO WV 0N T N O

(b) A bus, equipped with three (3) axles, shall not

exceed an equal overall length, inclusive of front and rear

. bumpers, of forty (40) feet.

(c) No combination of two (2) vehicles coupled to-
gether, including any load théreon, shall have an overall
length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers, in excess of
sixty (60) feet, except as otherwise provided in respect
to the use of a pole or pipe dolly as authorized in
Subsection 23204 (f) of this Chapter.

(d) No other combinations of vehicles shall consist
of more than two (2) units, except that one (1) truck-
tractor semi-trailer may haul one (1) full trailer. No
such combinations, including any load, shall exceed an
overall length, inclusive of front and rear bumpers of
sixty-five (65) feet,.

"(e) Subject to the foregoing provisiohs of this
Chapter limiting the length of vehicles and ldéds,.the
load upon any vehicle operated alone, or the load upon the
front vehicle of a combination of vehicles shall not

exceed more than three (3) feet beyond the foremost part

of that vehicle. The load upon any vehicle operated alone,

or the load upon the rear vehicle of a combination of

vehicles shall not exténd.more than six (6) feet beyond
the rear of the fixed bed 6r bé&;»of'the vehicle; unless
that vehicle is followéd by an escort vehicle with a |
rotating yellow beacon, and a sign stating 'Long Load'.
(f) The limitations as to the length of vehicles and

loads heretofore stated in Section 23204 shall not apply
to any load upon a pole or pipe dolly as defined in
Subsection 23001 (y). No poles or pipes or structural
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materials or crane which cannot be dismembered, provided,
that no pole or pipe or material or crane exceeds eighty'
(80) feet in length, shall be so transported unless a
permit has first been obtained as authorized in Section
23213.

Section 23205, Trailers and Towed Vehicles.

(a) When one (1) vehicle is towing another the
drawbar or other connection}shall be of sufficient strength
to.pull all.weight towed thereby, and said drawbar or other
connection shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet from one
vehicle to the other, except the connection between any
two (2) vehicles transporting poles, pipes, machinery
or other objects of a structural nature which cannot
readily be dismembered.

(b) When one (1) vehicle is towing another, and the
connection consists of a chain, rope or cable, that
connection shall be not less than ten (10) feet, and no
more than fifteen (15) feet, and there shall be displayed
upon such a connection, a white flag or cloth, not less
than twelve (12) inches on an edge. When one (1) wvehicle
is towing another, their speed shall not exceed twenty-
five (25) miles per hour or the posted speed limit, which-
ever is lower. | |

Section 23206. Maximum Pfrmissible Load Limit.

Vehicle Gross Weight: The total gross weight imposed
" on the highway surface by a vehicle, or combination of
vehicles, shall be determined by the application of

Table I:
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- Section 23207. Performance Requirements.

- (a) Brake performance shall conform to the require-
ménté set forth in the most recent Uniform Vehicle Code of
the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and
Ordinances.

(b) Linkage between any combination of vehicles
shall conform to the current recommended practice of the
Society of Automotive Engineers. | _

(c) Vehicles in regular operationé shall be

permissible only when such loads are transmitted to the

highway surface through wheels equipped with pneumatic tiresg

and no such tire équipment shall be designed for use or
used with an operating inflat}9n~pressurq in excess of one
hundred and five (105) poundé ;Qr square inch. |
(d) Vehicles in regular operation shall be

permissible oniv when on said vehicles, the wheels of the
last axle in contact with the highway surface are covered
by fendering and/or mud flaps, or a similar device that
will deflect any object thrown by the wheels in motion.

(e) Vehicles in regular operation shall have their
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identification numbers painted in a contrasting color and
at a minimum height of three (3) inches. These numbers
shall be in a conspicuous place on the front and rear of
that vehicle. The company name will be clearly displayed
on the side doors of all vehicles in regular operation,
Numbers, license plates and all lights shall be wiped
clean before any and all hauls. |

- (£) No person shall operate on any highway, any
vepicle with any load unless said load and covering thereon
is securely fastened so as to prevent said load or
coveiing from being loosened, detached or in any manner
creating litter or constituting a hazard to other users
of the highway.

Section 23208. Authority to Stop, Inspect and Weigh
Vehicles; Removal of Excess Loads.

(a) Any police officer observing con&itions of
iehicle appearance, operation or cargo stdragé, which
might represent a potential or actual hazard, is
authorized to stop the driver, and submit the vehicle to
an inmediate inspection. |

(b) VWhenever an officer, upon inspection of a vehicle
and/or load, deterﬁines the existbnce of a minor

infraction, a citation will be issued and the vehicle

~ allowed to proceed to its own/%h;p for correction. A

~ vehicle found to be hazardous to the driver or the public,

the officer has the authority to direct the discontinuance
of the vehicle passage and require the vehicle to be noved
to a storage area or Government facility, and said
vehicle shall remain there until such repairs or
corrections as stated can be effected either there, or

its own shop. Such vehicle will not be allowed back into |

et =
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normal operation until corrections arc made.

(c) Any police officer having reason to believe
that the weight of a vehicle, either unladen or with load,
is unlawful, is authorized to require the driver to stop
and subnit to a weighing of same by means of portable
scaies, and should a question of weight arise, the
officer will require that such vehicles be driven to the
nearest official scales.

(d) Whenever an officer, upon weighing a vehicle and

| load, as provided above, determines that the weight is

unlawful, such officer will require the driver to stop the
vehicle in a suitable place and remain standing until such
portion of the load is removed as may be necessary to
reduce the weight of such vehicle such limit as permitted
under this Chapter. A two thousand (2000) pound tolerance
over and above the maximum permissible weight will be
allowed before the removal of load will be required. All
material so unloaded shall be cared for by the owner or
driver of such vehicle at the risk of said owner or driver.
(e) Any driver of a vehicle who fails or refused to
stop and submit the vehicle, either unladen or with load,
to an inspection and/or weighing, or who fails or refuses

when directed by the officer upon inspection and/or

weighing of the vehicle to stop, the vehicle and otherwise

comply with the proviQicns of this Section shall be
subject to arrest and fine not to exceed One Thousand -
Doilars ($1,02030.03) or bwe luprisoned for not =ore éhan
one (1) year, or both.

Section 23209. Restriction of Certain Vehicles.

(a) It is unlawful for any person to\drive or'move,
or the owner to cause or knowingly permit to be driven on

any highway, off-road heavy construction equipment, steel
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rollers, solid rubber tires, sheepsfoot, tracks, tracks
with lugs, tires that incorporate steel mats or chains
and/or any other wheel, vehicle or contrivance that the
Director of Public Works, or his authorized representative
deems harmful or destructive to the highway surface,

except for those vehicles that are engaged in actual work

~on or near the highway.

(b) The provisions of this Section governing

restrictions of certéin vehicles from the highway shall not

apply to any said vehicle or vehicles that are transported
by trailer, so long as the total gross weighi does not

exceed the maximum allowable weight prdvided in Section

-23206.

Section 23210, Liability for Damage to Highways or
Structures,

(a) Any person driving or moving any vehicle, object
or contrivance, including any person operating or moving
a vehicle or combination of vehicles, either legally or
under a special permit authorized in Section 23213, shall
be liable for all damage any highway or highway structure
may sustain as the fesult of any careless, negligent or
illegal driving or moving of said wvehicle, combin;tion of
vehicles, object or contrivance,

(b) Any person driving or moving any vehicle, object
or contrivance, including anfﬂgerson operating or moving
a vehicle or combination of vehicles either legally or
under a special peruit authorized in Section 23213, shall
be liable for all damage to structures spanning the
highway, or a part of the highway, by reason of vehicles
or ;oad heights in excess of that which such structure

e

- 10 -

|
|
|
!
1




W o N O A& W N

P P T T T
O W 0 N O th &t N M O

N
~

~n
ot

N N
[V, B

L N NN N
Q W e N O

will permit, when the clearance height of the vehicle or
load or load-holding device thereon is in excess of
thirteen (13) feet six (6) inches.

(c) Any person driving or moving any vehicle, object

or contrivance, including any person operating or moving

. a vehicle or combination of vehicles either legally or

under a special permit authorized in Section 23213, shall

be liable for‘all damage to structures spanning the
highway, or part of the highway, by reason of vehicles or
load width in excess of that which such structure will
permit and, in any event, where the width of the vehicle
or load is in excess of one hundred and two (102) inches.
- (d) Any vehicle or combination of vehicles of an |
unusually large size or weight shall be required to obtain
a special hauling permit at least forty-eight (48) hours
in advance of the expected moving date. At this time the
owner of said vehicle or combination of véhicles will
provide proof that arrangements‘have been maée for the
removal and replacement of overhead and off-road
obstructions, routing, authorized testing of the highway

surface, police escort. and any other requirements deemed

- pecessary for moving By the Director of Public Works or

his authorized representative. All costs shall be borne

by the owner.

{
:

t
!

!

(e) Whenever such drive?’or mover is not the owner of

any vehicle or combination of vehicles, object or

contrivance, but is so driving or moving same with the
express or implied pernission of the owner, then the owner
and driver or mover shall be jointly and severally liable

for any damage.

- 11 -
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(f) Any such damage may be recovered in a civil
action. . | |

Section 23211. Penalties. '

(a) Every person convicted of a violation of any of
the provisions of this Chapter for which another'penalty is

not provided shall, for a first conviction thereof, be

‘punished by a fine of not more than Twenty-Five Dollars

($25;00)‘and $0.01/pound over the maximum allowable load as
authorized in Section 23206, or by'imprisonment for not

more than two (2) days, or béth‘such fine and imprisonment;

for a second such conviction within one (1) year thereafter,

such person shall be punished by a fine of not less than
Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) and $0.01/pound, but not more
than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) and $0.02/pound, or by
imprisonment for not more than five (5) days, or by both
such fine and imprisonment; upon a third or subsequent

conviction within one (1) year after the first conviction

'such'person shall be punished by a fine of not less than

Fifty Dollars ($50.00) and $0.02/pound but not more than
One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) and $0.05/pound, or by

imprisonment for not more than seven (7 days; or by both

such fine and imprisonment.

(b) All permit fees and fines shall be de?osited in

the Territorial Highway Fundﬁj~
Section 23212. -Proceedings to Make Owner Co-Defendant.

In aﬁy provision, limitation or requirement of this Chapter -

of an Employce of the owner of the vehicle concerning
which the violation occurred, employed to operate the
vehicle, the court shall, on the request of such employee,

take appropriate action to make the owner of the vehicle 8

- 12 -
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co-defendant. In the event it is found that the employee
has reasonable grounds to believe that the vehicle or
vehicles operated by him as such employee did not violate
any provision, limitation or requirement, the court may
dismiss the charges against the employee.

Section 23213. Permits for Excess Size and Weight,

(a) A surety bond in a minimum amount of Pive Hundred
Dollars ($500.00), or proper evidence of adequate insuranco,f
must be filed with the Director of Public Works before a 5
permit will be issued for transporting over-width, over- :
length'or over-weight loads on the highway, except when the
applicant is a Territorial or Federal Government Agency.

(b) The Director of Public Works, or his authorized
representative, may in his discrétion, upon application, in
writing good cause being shown therefore, issue a special '
permit in writing authorizing the applicant to operate or
move a vehicle or combination of vehicles of a size or
weight exceeding the maximum specified in this Chapter, or
otherwise not in conformity with the provisions of this
Chapter, upon the highways of Guam. A permit issued under
this Section shall not authorize the operation or moving
of any vehicle or combination of vehicles without the
compliance with Chapter 3 of this Title. ' i

| (c) The application fopé;hy such permit shall |
specifically describe the yehicle or combination of vehicles
and load to be operated or moved, and the particular
Lichunys for which thes rermit to operate is requested,
whether such permit is requested for a single trip, or for
continuous operation for a designated period of time. ;

(d) The Director of Public Works, or his authorized

- 13 -
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 such vehicie of‘vehicles when noceSsary to assure against

representative is authorized to issue-or withhold such

permit at his discretion, or, if such a permit is issued,
to 1imit the number of trips of'to establish time
limitations within which the vehicles described may be

operated, or to prescribe conditions of operations of

undue damage to the highway foundations, surfaces or
structures, and may require such undertaking or other |
security as may be deemed necessary to compensate for any
injury to any such highway foundations, surfaces or
structure. Bach permit shall be valid only for a designated
number of consecutive calendar days as specified in the
permit, but in no event shall a permit be granted for a
period longef than ten (10) days.

(e) At the discretion of the Director of Public

Works or his anthorized representative, blanket permits

will be issued for over-sized vehicles presently on island,

and said ovethized vehicles may be subject to time-of-
operations restrictions.

| (£) Every such permit shall be carried in the vehicle
or combination of vehicles to which it refers, and shall be
open to inspection by any police officer. It shall be |
unlawful for any person to violate any of the terms or
conditions of such permits. /Jv"

(g) A fee of Five Dollars ($5.00) shall be eherge for
each pernit and no such permit shall be issued untii said
fee has been paid.

(h) Any vehicle issued with a permanent special
equipment license, or requiring a speciel permit, as

required under this Chapter, shall be prohibited from

- 14 -
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operating on the highways during the hours of 7:00 to 9:00
a.m., 12:00 to 1:00 p.m., and 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. Mondays
through Pridays, except in cases of emergencies, or at the
direction of the Director of Public Works.

| (i) In the event of disputes over Department of
Public Works policy an Appeal Board shall be convened
upon written request to the chairman of the Appeal Board.
The Board shall consist of three (3) members. One (1)
‘member from the Guam Contractors Association, or a member
from the community at large, the Director of Public Safety,
or his authorized representative and the Chairman of the
Guam Transit Authority, who shall serve as chairman of this
Appeal Board. The decision of the Appeal Board shall be
binding on all parties.

Section 23214. VWhen the Director of Public Works may
Restrict the Use of Highways. )

(a) The Director of Public Works, or his authorized
representative, may prohibit the operations of certain
vehicles upon any highway, or impose restrictions as to the
weight of vehicles to be operated upon any highway,
whenever any highway, by reason of deterioration, rain or
other climatic conditions yﬁiéh will seriously damage the
highway unless the use of vehicles thereon is prohibited
or the weight thereon is redugpgm Such prohibition or
restriction shall be effective when notice thereof are
erccted upon the highway affccted and/or effected when
netice is given By prhlication.,

(») Effective Date. This Act shall be cffective
- immediately provided that those provisions of this Act
which limits height, width and length as defined in
Section 23200 shall not be applicable to vehicles which
were duly registered on the (iate that this Act became

law until April 30, 1982, »
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