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F. G. Lujanv Introduced by _
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AN ACT TO ADD CHAPTER II TO TITLE XXXVIII
OF THE GO\'ERNNENT CODE OF GUAH TO CREATE
A GUAN LA~'l REVISION COf1:'HSSION.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY OF GUAI1:

Section 1. Chapter II to Title XXXVIII is hereby add8d to

3 II the Government Code of Guam to read as follows:

'+ !I rrChapter II

5 II Guam Lau Revision Corrunission

6 II Section 42025. Findings and declaration of policy.:
7 II The peopJ~ of Guam hereby find and declare ~lat their

8 II Iat-lsare in ser·ious need of comprehens ive l~eviet-1and

9 I! revision; that their laws are unmanageable and in-

10 II efficiently organized; that ·the subs·tance and pro-

11 Ii cedUl~e of their la~'lShave often beea abandoned ClS archaic
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by mocel jurisdictions; that to resolve these deficiencies,

it is necessary:

(a) To systematically study and.revie\<1 the laHs of

Guam with a view tm:ard their reorganization and updating;

(b) To examine other jurisdictions and consider

proposed changes in the law recomm8nded by the Americwi

LaH Ins titute, the Uational Conference of COIT'~rr.issiO~1ers

on U~iform State La~s, any bar ass0ciation orro~her
-- .v

learned bodies;

(c) To effect sweeping organizational and substantive

revision of the laws based upun such study and examination;

(d) To create the Guam LaH Revision COffi;'T:issionHhich

shall study, prepar3, adopt, and submit to the Legislature

for implementation, changes and additions to Guam's, laus,
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of said Association.
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2526272829303132 in accordance Hith the spirit and provisions of this

Chapter .

Section 42026. Commission creation, membership

and compensatiqn. (a) The Guam La." Revision Commission

is hereby created and shall consist of the following

members:

(1) Three (3) members from the Legislative

Branch appointed by the Speaker, one of whom

shall be the Chairman of the COillffiitteeon

Judiciary ,·;hoshall be the Chairman of the

Commission;

(2) Two ~2) meIT~ers appointed by the

Gpvernor;
;,

(3) One (1) mcr~er £ro~ the Judicial

Branch appointed by th~ Judicial Council;

(4)'One (1) member frorl ·the Guam Bar

Associc~ion to be appointed by the President

(b) CorPJi1issionDe~ers will be appoin-ted Hi thin

thirty (30) days after the enac·tn:entof this Chap-tcl~.

Hembers shall hold offi:::efor a term of tHO (2) years,

and may be reappointed for ,ne (1) additional term.

Hm'lever, the appoint~en·t of any senator shall be

automatically terminuted ~pon th2 convening of the ne~t

regular session of the Legislature after el~ction

if he is not reelected.

(c) Any vacancy in the Commission membership sh2.11

be promptly filled in the same manner and proportions

as'·the initial appointments.

(d) Commission members shall serve t-li"choutcOlnpensa-

tion, except that each member shall be paid a per diem

of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for each day's attendance at a
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actual expenses incurred in the discharge of his duties.

1
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meeting of the COi':'LInission. Each member shall also be allo'..:=-:'\
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Section 1f2027. Executive Secretar>y.The Chairman

shall within sixty (GO) days after the enactment of this

Chapter, hire an'EXE~cutive Secretary \.Jhoshall be an

attorney in good st&nding with the highest court of

.any state, territory or aI1Y federal court. The

Executive Secretary shall have such pOvlers and duties

as delegated and assigned by -the CaTr.J'7!ission.

Section 42028. Conflict of interest. In no event

shall any employee or member of th~ COITmission advocate

the passcige or defc.::ltof any legislation or the approval

or veto of any legislation by the Governors in his
,.

officiq·f capacity as such employee or meJnber..
Section ti2029. Commission pOHel~s. In the e;~ecution

of its responsibilities under' this Chapter, -the

17
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Comm:!..sslon IDa.y:

I (a) Acc~pt grants, contributions,
...-----.----.-----".-. - ..-. ------.+.---.- ~-_._- .-------.----".-------.--------. --- -- - --- --.

(b) Contract for any professional

and appl:'opriai.:ions;

services if .such
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\-lorkor services cannot be satisfactorily perfO):,med

by its employees;

(c) Adopt any internal regulations or procedu~es

necessary for its efficient operai:ion and execu'cion of

its responsibilities;

(d) Conduct hearings and solicit ~he assistance
y-

of any government· agency or dGpartment~..,rhichshall give.-
.......

the Commission full information and support in any matter

within its jurisdiction;

(e) Request and utiiize the services of any bar

association, legislative corunittee, professional associatioD

or other or'ganization in any manner suitable for the ful-

·fillment of the purposes of this Chapter.
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(f) Employ and fix the compensution, in acco~d~nce wi

la'l!, of such professional, clerical and other 3.ssistani:s

as may be necessary.

Section 42030. Commiss:Lonresponsibilities. The

Com~issicn shall:

Ca) Within ninety (90) days af~er its first meeting

."and thereafter semi-annually submit to the Legislature

a report Hhich outlines those obj '2ctives and p:"'ojec·ted

{:' . h' h . C ..areas 0.:.. ~nqul::'Y H. J..c tne or:1J!1lSSJ.on

durin~ the next six (6) months;~

Hill ccnsic2r

(b) r> d ," L·· ..0.,",-,on 1..:ct a conl:l.nuJ_ng) cOJ:J.prencnsl.ve ~mci. eXpCul"Cl01,

exard.na:i:ion or Guarr:I s common and statuto!"} J. :-"7 a.nd judicic.l

decisions in order to iden·tify and resolve defects)

h t•• 1 h' *"h .anac, i"'OnlSTI~S ai"1c. arc aJ.sms L .ere1.n;

(c) Receive and consid~r suggestions from judges:

justices, public officials) laHyers, and the gene~"'al

public as to defects and anachronisms ·~.n the 12"';

(d) Prepare, adopt, 2..T1d subm.i:! to the Spea.ker,. as .:-.-------

completed, reports and recommendations concerning specific

revisions to "che la~·]. Such reports will, tvherever feasible,

contain draft legislation for implementatio~ by t~e

Legislature;

(c) Recomme~d the express repeaJ of all statutes

repealed by implication or held uncoTIstitutional by the

Supreme Court of the United States;
T"

(f) Study and report on a.ny topic ~·;hich -'che

Legislature, by resolution, shall refer to t1."":

COifunissian for action."

Section 2. Authorization. There :•.s h2pchy authorized to be

appropriated from any available funds in the Unappropriated

Surplus of the General Fund the sum of Five Hundred Thousand

Dollars ($500,000) fop the purposes of this Chapter.
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