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Section 397 of the Penal Code of Guam, and Sections 25203,
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the age for disaffirming contracts by minors", was on
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AN ACT TO AMEND SECTIONS 25, 33, 35, 5&
AND 69 OrF THE CIVIL CODE OF GUAM, SECTION
357 OF THE PENAL CODE OF GUAM, AND SECTIONS
25203, 25208, 25308, 25308.1,- 25318,. 25318.1,
AND 25519 OF THE GOVERMMENT CODE OF GUAM T2
IREDUCE! TEE AGE OF MAJORITY FROM 21 YEARS TO
18 YBARS, AND TO CORRESPONDINGLY REDUCE THE
- AGE FOR DISAFFIRMING CONTRACTS BY MINORS.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY OF GUAM:
Section 1. Statement of Findings. The Legislature finds
that many of the laws dealing with young persons in Guam ara
inconsistent, if not senseless. As.examples, a minor 19 year:s
old can drink alcoholic beverages but cannot buy a motorcycle

on time, while a minor 18 years old can be drafted but cannot

drink. This
cannot serve
19 year olds

an adult and

boy is still

same 18 vear old can'vote in local elections but
as commissioner:. And most strange of all, if two
are married to each other, the girl is considered

can sign binding contracts and the like, but the

a minor and is deemed in the eyes of the law to be

incompetent and incapable of making a valid contract. 1In view
of all these inconsistencies, the Legislature deems it necessazy

to reform the law by changing the age of majority from 21 to 1i3.
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X : his or h=2r guardian, where such written consent is

2 filed with the Diractor of Administration, as providad
3 in Section 69 of this Code, is capable of consesntimn
4 to and consummating marriage. Provided, further that
D any female under the age of sixtesn (156} years and
o over the age of fourteen (14) vears, with thes consent
7 in writing of her parents or one of her parsnts, or
3 : of her guardian, whera such written consent is filed
9 i with the clark issuing the marriag= license, as
10 ; provided in Section 69-of this Cods and where, after
: i § : such showing as the Island Court may require, an
12 ; order of said Island Court is enterad in the minutes
13 } of the clerk of said Court, granting permission to
14 { said fesmale to marry, is capable of consenting to and
15 i consummating marriage.*
16 ; Section 6. Section 69 of the Civil Code of Guam is hersbv
1F ? amended to read as follows:-
!
13 ﬂ “Section 69. Marriage licenses. (a) All persons
19 ? about to be Foined in marriage must first obtain a
20 f licensa tharefor, from the Department of Administration,
21 E which license must show:
22 ; 1. The identity of the parties.
23 i 2. Their real and full names, -residence-and =
i1
24 !‘ place of birth.
25 ﬁ 3. Their ages and date qf birth. .
25 & 4. Their citizenship.
i ;
27 i 5. If an alien, whether a resident alien or
28 ? non-immigrant alien.
29 é 6. MNumber of previous marriages, wherever contracted
3C ? and how terminated, the occupation of the parties, maiden
31 § name of the female if préviously marriéd, the names and
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birthplaces of the parents of each, and th2 maiden
nama of the mother of each.

-

(p) Mo license shall be grantad when eithar of the
applicants therefor is an imbecile, or insane, or who
at th2 time of making the application or proofs harein
raquirasd for said licens=2, is under the influence of
any intoxicating liguor, or narcotic drug. If the
applicant is under the age of eighteen (18) vears,
and such person has not been previously marrisd, no
license shall be issu=d, unless the consent in
writing of the parents of the person under ags, or one
of such parents, or of his or her guardian, is presented
with the application, duly verified by such pareants, or
parent, or guardian, and such consent must be retainad
on file in the Department of Administration with such
application, and the fact of consent.must be notad
in the license. No license to marry between first
cousins, bstwesen an adoptive parant and an adoptiva

person, bestween a step-parent and a step-person, an

U.I

etween a guardian and ward, shall be issuad without

n order in writing from the Island Court. No license

fu

to marry shall be issusd without an crder in writing
from the Island Court for any ‘female between the ages
of fourteen (14) and sixteen (16) in addition to the
consent ¢of her parents, or one of her parenfs, or
guardian as heretofore providad. No license to marry
shall b2 issued in any case for any male under the
age of sixteen (16) or any female under the age of
fourteen (14).

(c) Application for marriage licenses shall be

made on a form prescribed by the Director of
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Administration and must be sworn to by both appli-
cants before the Director of Administration or his

deputy. No license shall be issued until after the

Ue

iration of five (5) days after the filing o

h

« the

M
'l')

application. Such waiting period may be waived upon
the ordar in writing of the Island Court granted for
good cause shown.

(d) For the purpose of ascertaining all facts
mentioned or required in this section, the Director of
Administration, or his deputy, may examine under oath,
or require written affidavits from, the -applicants for

a license and as many supporting witnesses as he deems

necessary. Such examination shall be raduced to writing

and subscribed by all parties swearing to the facts
therein. In the case of termination of a previous
marriage by divorce or annulment, the applicant shall
furnish a certified copy of the final decree of
divorce or annulment. In the case of termination of
a previous marriage by death of the spouse, the appli-
cant shall furnish a certified copy of the rascord of
death. - If a certified copy of a final decree of
divorce, annulment, or record of dsath as required
herein is not available, the -applicant may submit in
lieu thereof an affidavit setting forth, in such form
as the Director may require, the reason whé it is not
obtainable.

(¢) Any application for a marriage license, and
any allied document, on file with the Director of
Administration, shall be open to public inspection.

(f) Any person who shall swesar falsely to an

application for marriage license, or who shall make or
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prassent

in

imprisonrment for not more than five (5)

(h)

any false affidavit,

procz2ading under subsaction (4),

statement, or tastimony

any
guilty of a felony and shall be subject to a fins of

than on2 thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or

years, or

Nc marriage license shall bz effective nor
authorize the performance of a marriage
after the expiration of sixty (60) days from
of issuance of such license. This provision

printed on each license in prominent type.

The Director of Administration, and deputies.

dasignated by him, are authorized to administer oaths

in connaction with the administration of this section.

B

A fee of five dollars ($5.00) shall accompany

each application for a marriage license2 and shall not

be refundad if the license is not issued or used.

No marriage licenss fees collected by the government
of Guam prior to the enactment of this subsection
shall be rafunded."

Section 7. Section 397 of tha Penal Code of Guam is

ded to rzad as follows:

"Section 397. Alcoholic beverages, selling of,

Every person who sells, gives or delivers

any alcoholic

to minors.
to any minor under the age of 18 years,
beverage as defined in Section 25004, Title XXVI,
Chapter 1, of the Government Code of Guam, in any
quantity, whatsoever, shall be guilty of a mis-
demeanor, and shall, upon conviction thereof, be

punished by a fine of not more than $500 or by

imprisonment for a period not exceeding 90 days,
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or by both such fine and impriscnment. Providad,
that this ssction shall not apply to thz parents of

such children, or to guardians of their wards."
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Section 8. Section 25203 of the Governmen
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hareby amendad to read as follows:

"Section 25203. Same: same: minors.  Thes Board
shall not issue a licensa of any class to a person
H

under eighteen (18) yesars of age.

Section 9. . Section 25208 of the Government Cods Oof Guam is

hersby amendad to read as follows: e . i

"Section 25208. Same: same: near church, hospital,
school. (a) The Board shall not issue an on-sale licensa
for premises locatad within a distance of five hundrad
(500) feet from any church, hospital or public or
private school of general education wner= persons
under the age of eightzen (18) are taugnt, the measurs-

traight line from the canter

~ =

n

ken in a
of the nearest entrance to the building usad as
sucn church, hospital or school to the c2nter of the
nearest entrance of the pramises for which a license
is applied; except that the provisions of this saction
shall not prohibit the renewal of any valid on-sale

.
license previously issued and in effect at the time
of a subsequent construction or establishment of such
church, hospital or school within five hundred (500)
feat of such licensed premises, and provided that
such licensed premises shall not subsequently be
added to or enlarg=sd; and providaed that an on-sale
beer licensse coming under this exception shall not
thereafter be issued a general on-sale license.

(b) Exception. Notwithstanding the provisions
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of Subparagrapn (a) of this saction, ths Roard

|-

may issus an on-sale license for pra2misas located

within a distance of five hundrsd (5090) feet from any

church, hospital or public or privats school of general

education where p

(V]

rsons undar the ag= of aightsen (18)
are taught, if th= Board finds that the premises to be
sO licensed arz such that would not disturb the churct
sarvices, or the hospital patisnts, or the school
students, or detract from the peace and quist of the
neighborhood, and that the general benefit to the-
territory at large by the licensing of such premises
would outweigh" anv benefit to be derived from a strict
enforcement of the prohibition. No such exception may
be made if the presiding official of the church,
hospital or school within th= five hundred (500) £faet
distance does not consent:in writing to the waiver of

such prohibition."" T

Section 10. Section 25308 of the Government Code of Guam

is hereby amended to rzad as follows: %o L6 Bt wE

"Section 25308. Minors: employment forbidden. A
licensee shall not employ any minor under the age of
eighteen (18), in or about that portion of ‘the premises
which is used for the-:sale or service of alcoholic
beverages for consumption on the premises. Provided,
howeaver, that minors ages sixtéen (16) and above may
be employed as entertainers in on-sale premises under
regulations made by the Board. Such regulations shall
include but are not limited to,, provisions for regis-
tration of entertainers, hours of employment, conditions
of employment, and the responsibility of licensees

employing such minors.”
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is hersby amendad to read as follows:
“"Section 25308.1 Same: entrv forbiddéen. o

establishment where alcoholic beverages, sxcept beer,

are consumed, unlsss such estaplishment is a public

1

3

1ed in Section 230183 of the

r
"

eating: place as cefi
Government Coda of Guam. Every person wno violates

this section shall bs2 guilty of a misdemeanor punish-

DJ
*-—d

abla by a fine of not more than five hundrad dollars
($500.00), or by imprisonment for a period not exceed-
ing ninety (30) days, or by both such fine and

imorisonment."”

Section 12, Section 25318 of the Govzrnment Ccde of Guam

is h=areby amended to r=2ad as follows:

"Section 25318. Same: to minor. A licanse=,his
agent or employee shall not sell, give nor permit to
be sold, given or servaed any alcoholic beverages to
any person undar =ighteen (18) vears of age. For the
purpose of praventing any violation cf this section,
any licensee or his agent or employee mav r=fuse to
3211 or sarve alcoholic beverages to any person who
is unable to produce adequate written evidence that
he or she is over the age of eighteen (18) years.

In any criminal prosecution or proceeding for the
suspension or revocation of any license and based
upon a violation of this section, proof that the
dafendant licensees or his agent or emplovee demanded
and was shown, before furnishing any alcoholic
beaverage to a minor, an identification card or other

bona fide documentary evidence of majority of such
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cerson shall be a defanse to such prosacution or
proceeding for the suspension or revocation of any
licanse. Every person who violates this section shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor, punichabla by a Zine of
not morz2 than five hundred dollars (3500.00), or bv
imprisonment for a period of not exceeding ninety (90)
days, or by both such fine and imprisonment."”
f Section 13. Section 25318.1 of the Government Code oI Giam
is hereby amended to read as follows:
i “Section 25318.1. Same: false identification by
minor. Any person, under eighteen (18) years of age,
who exhibits a false identification card or false
document for the purpose of purchasing or obtaining
alcoholic beverages, shall be punished by a fine of
i not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00), or by
H imprisonment not exceeding six (6) months, or by
ﬁ both such fine and imprisconment.”
Section 14, Saction 25519 of the Government Code of Gua=z
is hereby amended to read as follows:
"Section 25519. Same: minors. Any person under the
age of eighteen (18) years purchasing alcoholic beverages
or in possession thereof shall be guilty of a misdemeanor,

and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine

of not more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) or by

imprisonment not excseding three (3) months, or by both

such fine and imprisonment.”

Section 15. Repealer. With the exception of Sections 837
and 8927 of the Gerrnment Code of Guam all other sections of
the Codes of Guam, all other laws, and all fules or regulations
to the contrary are hereby amended to reflect the changa of the

age of majority to 18 years of age.



