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AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
AND RECREATION TO CONDUCT A REVIEW OF
BEACHES AND NEARSHORE AREAS SURROUNDING
GUAM.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM:

Section 1. Legislative Findings and Intent. [ Liheslaturan Guahan finds
that the island of Guam has an abundance of natural resources, including beautiful
beaches and pristine ocean waters. Guam’s waters have become a popular
attraction for local residents and wvisitors to participate in swimming, fishing,

surfing, diving, paddling, and other recreational and commercial water activities.
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[ Liheslaturan Gudhan further finds that this increased water activity in
Guam has led to a subsequent increase in safety concerns and, in certain instances,
the occurrence of tragic events. Past tragedies involving swimmers, paddlers and
fishermen have reinforced these concerns. The increased interest and participation
in activities offered in Guam’s waters call for a comprehensive safety review.
Information gathered from this review may demonstrate, and reinforce, the need
for hiring more lifeguards and other trained personnel, who are responsible for
keeping Guam’s shores and waters safe.

Therefore, it i1s the intent of [ Liheslaturan Gudhan to require the
Department of Parks and Recreation to conduct a review of the safety records of
beaches and other nearshore areas islandwide, and to report the findings to 7
Liheslaturan Guahan.

Section 2. The Department of Parks and Recreation shall conduct a review
of the beaches and nearshore areas in Guam, including the scope and frequency of
ocean activities at designated beaches and nearshore areas; any accidents, injuries
and deaths attributable to the activities; and the success or failure of any safety
equipment, safety features or safety procedures utilized or implemented for the
purpose of ensuring the safety of the public.

For the purpose of conducting a review, the Department of Parks and
Recreation may work in concert with other relevant instrumentalities of the
government of Guam, including, but not limited to, the Guam Police Department,
the Guam Fire Department, the Department of Agriculture, and the Guam
Environmental Protection Agency. The Department of Parks and Recreation may
also seek the assistance of instrumentalities outside the government of Guam
including, but not limited to, the United States Navy and the United States Coast
Guard.
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Section 3. Report to I Liheslaturan Guahan. The Department of Parks
and Recreation shall submit a report to the Speaker of [ Liheslaturan Gudhan on
the findings of the review, including recommendations for improving safety in
Guam’s beaches and nearshore areas, no later than January 31, 2012.

Section 4. Any funding deemed necessary for the purposes of satisfying
the mandates outlined in Sections 2 and 3 of this Act shall be expended from the
operating budget of the Department of Parks and Recreation.

Section 5. Severability. [f any provision of this Law or its application to
any person or circumstance is found to be invalid or contrary to law, such
invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this Law which can be
given effect without the invalid provisions or application, and to this end the

provisicus of this Law are severable.
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Introduced by: M. Silva Tai mﬁ%
o

AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
AND RECREATION TO CONDUCT A REVIEW OF
BEACHES AND NEARSHORE AREAS SURROUNDING
GUAM.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM:

Section 1. Legislative Findings and Intent. ! Liheslaturan Guahan finds that
the island of Guam has an abundance of natural resources including beautiful beaches
and pristine ocean waters. Guam’s waters have become a popular attraction for local
residents and visitors to participate in swimming, fishing, surfing, diving, paddling
and other recreational and commercial water activities.

I Liheslaturan Gudhan further finds that this increased water activity in Guam
has led to a subsequent increase in safety concerns and, in certain instances, the
occurrence of tragic events. Past tragedies involving swimmers, paddlers and
fishermen have reinforced these concerns. The increased interest and participation in
activities offered in Guam’s waters call for a comprehensive safety review.
Information gathered from this review may demonstrate, and reinforce, the need for
hiring more lifeguards and other trained personnel who are responsible for keeping

Guam’s shores and waters safe.



O 00 NI N s W N -

N NN S T L B T e T e T e T o T T = S = S
m»wwucomwmm.&wwwo

Therefore, it is the intent of I Liheslaturan Guahan to require the Department
of Parks and Recreation to conduct a review of the safety records of beaches and
other nearshore areas islandwide, and to report the findings to / Likeslaturan Guahan.

Section 2. The Department of Parks and Recreation shall conduct a review of
the beaches and nearshore areas in Guam, including the scope and frequency of ocean
activities at designated beaches and nearshore areas; any accidents, injuries and
deaths attributable to the activities; and the success or failure of any safety
equipment, safety features or safety procedures utilized or implemented for the
purpose of ensuring the safety of the public.

For the purpose of conducting a review, the Department of Parks and
Recreation may work in concert with other relevant instrumentalities of the
government of Guam including, but not limited to, the Guam Police Department, the
Guam Fire Department, the Department of Agriculture and the Guam Environmental
Protection Agency. The Department of Parks and Recreation may also seek the
assistance of instrumentalities outside the government of Guam including, but not
limited to, the United States Navy and the United States Coast Guard.

Section 3. Report to I Liheslaturan Guahan. The Department of Parks and
Recreation shall report to the Speaker of I Liheslaturan Gudhan the findings of the
review, including recommendations for improving safety in Guam’s beaches and
nearshore areas, no later than January 31, 2012,

Section 4. Any funding deemed necessary for the purposes of satisfying the
mandates outlined in Sections 2 and 3 of this Act shall be expended from the
operating budget of the Department of Parks and Recreation.

Section 5. Enactment. The provisions of this Act shall become effective

immediately upon enactment.
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Section 6. Severability. /fany provision of this Law or its application to any
person or circumstance is found to be invalid or contrary to law, such invalidity shall
not affect other provisions or applications of this Law which can be given effect
without the invalid provisions or application, and to this end the provisions of this

Law are severable.






Department of Parks and Recreation
Testimony on Bill No. 204-31
Author: M. Silva Taijeron
Re: An Act to require the Department of Parks and
Recreation (DPR) to conduct a Review of Beaches and
Nearshore areas surrounding Guam

Chairman and distinguished Committee Members: Thank you for allowing the Department of Parks and
Recreation to contribute to the discussion on this important matter.

The above subject Bill No. 204-31 requires a Safety ‘Review’ Report to be submitted to the legislature by
January 31, 2012. The report should consist of the following:

1. Scope of frequency of ocean activities at designated beaches;

2. Accidents, injuries and deaths attributable to the activities; and

3. Success and failure of any safety equipment, safety features or procedures utilized or implemented for
the purpose of ensuring the safety of the public.

Bill No. 204-31 recommends that DPR should work in collaboration with Guam Police Department, the
Guam Fire Department, the Department of Agriculture and Guam Environmental Protection Agency,
although the list is not exhaustive. Furthermore, Bill No. 204-31 requires that any funding needed to
conduct the Review shall be expended from the operating budget of DPR.

Based on information contained in the proposed Bill No. 204-31, DPR will be able to provide the required
information to the legislature by the timeline identified. Most of the information requested is on record
with DPR Administration through its data reports that include all Territorial Seashore Beach Parks under
the Department’s jurisdiction. The current reports include information such as permits issued, amount of
estimated visitors for the permitted area, and rented shelters and/or pavilions. DPR currently submits
these reports to the Coastal Management Agency on an annual basis. In addition to such reports, DPR
Park Rangers keep on record all incidents that occur at any/all of the DPR sites on a daily basis.

It is important to recognize however, that although these reports exits in different forms and are submitted
to other entities, that in order to meet the requirements of Bill No. 204-31, DPR will need to identify staff
that can compile the information and streamline the data. Doing so will ensure that the effectiveness of the
review will allow the demonstration and reinforcement of hiring the much needed personnel to continue
to protect Guam’s shores and waters. A thorough review of the required information of the Bill will allow
DPR to begin making contact with other organizations for information that may not currently be
documented.

However, recently the department had lost the Chief Planner, as he had accepted a private sector
opportunity. The Chief Planner would have been the most likely staff to undertake such an assignment as
the report would require analytical talents. Additionally, the department does not have an Administrative
Service Officer or an AO. This would leave the report data collections, compilation, analytical review
and reporting format to be assigned to other staff already loaded with the daily activities of the present
operation and not particularly suited to prepare this type of document. While the department would be
excited to work on such a project, the present staffing situation does not allow for this activity to be taken
on so lightly.

May we suggest that the reporting requirements be placed in the Bureau of Statistics and Plans, as most of
the information required is already sent to them for compilation and analysis? The Guam Costal
Management Division has been instrumental in compiling data and presenting plans that have benefited



the island’s growth and development. Providing the additional information would be an easy objective
for the divison, whereas DPR providing the report may further exhaust the overstretched staff resources.

If the department is assigned this activity, we will do our utmost to provide the best objective report
possible given our present staffing capacity. In addition, we would do our best to meet the legislative

timeline.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important subject.
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Bureau of Budget & Management Research
204-31 (COR)

Fiscal Note of Bill No.

AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION TO CONDUCT A REVIEW OF BEACHES AND

EARSHORE AREAS SURROUNDING GUAM.

Department/Agency Appropriation Information

[Dept./Agency Affected: Department of Parks and Recreation

Dept./Agency Head: Peter S. Calvo, Deputy Director, Acting]

IBepartment's General Fund (GF) appropriation(s) to date:

3,715,648
IDepartment's Other Fund (specify): Public Recreation Services Fund & Tourist Attraction Fund
Appropriation(s) to date: 1,082,071
Total Department/Agency Appropriation(s) to date: $4,797,719
Fund Source Information of Proposed Appropriation
General Fund: (Specify Special Total:
Fund):
IFY 2010 Unreserved Fund Balance s $0I $
JEY 2011 Adopted Revenues $0f sof s0f
IFY 2011 Appro. (P.L. 30-196 thru 30-239 & thru P.L. 31-12) sof $0] sof
Sub-total: $0| $0| $ﬂ
JLess appropriation in Bill $()| $0I $ﬂ
Total: 0} sof sq]
Estimated Fiscal Impact of Bill
One Full For Remainder of
. FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015
Fiscal Year . .
(if applicable)
seneral Fund $0I $0 $0f $01 $01 $0]
Specify Special
peetly Spect $0 $ $0 $0 $ $
und)
Total sof sof s0f $0} sof 30}
1. Does the bill contain “revenue generating” provisions? / I/ Yes /X/ No
If Yes, see attachment
2. Is amount appropriated adequate to fund the intent of the appropriation? X/ N/A /1 Yes / |/ No
If no, what is the additional amount required? $ /1 N/A
3. Does the Bill establish a new program/agency? /1 Yes /X/ No
If yes, will the program duplicate existing programs/agencies? X/ N/A /1 Yes / |/ No
Is there a federal mandate to establish the program/agency? /I Yes // No
4. Will the enactment of this Bill require new physical facilities? /1 Yes /X/ No
Was Fiscal Note coordinated with the affected dept/agency? If no, indicate reason: /1 Yes X/ No
/ / Requested agency comments not received by due date /X/ Other: Time constraint
/g«—wwd / 5 Q‘L
[Analyst (s): Joe Certeza “;% Date: _ 05/23/2011 Date: & /7

Direct%

enitd A(‘Manglona, Director
-
7

IFootnotes:

fat this time.

The Bill has a potential fiscal impact for additional funding requirements. However, in its present form, such impact cannot be determined







I Mina’Trentai Unu Na Liheslaturan Gudahan

Bill Log Sheet
May 19, 2011
Page 1 of 1
Date Date 120 Day | Committee | Public Date Status
Bill No. Sponsor(s) Title Introduced | Referred | Deadline | Referred | Hearing | Committee (Date)
Date Report Filed Passed? Failed?
Yetoed?
Overridden?
Public Law?
204-31 | M. Silva AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE| 05/19/11 5/20/11 pomngttee on
(COR) | Taijeron DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND | 3:55 p.m. Zlf‘t[“_‘c‘lf’al
RECREATION TO CONDUCT A Toﬁif,;,
REVIEW OF BEACHES AND Housing and
NEARSHORE AREAS Recreation
SURROUNDING GUAM.
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1st Notice of Public Hearing

Rhea Taitano <rhea@tinamunabarnes.com> Tue, Jun 7, 2011 at 4:43 PM
To: Clerks <clerks@guamlegislature.org>, MIS <mis@guamilegislature.org>, Senator Adolpho Palacios
<senabpalacios@gmail.com>, Senator Aline Yamashita <aline4families@gmail.com>, "Senator B.J. Cruz"
<senadotbjcruz@gmail.com>, Senator Ben Pangelinan <senbenp@guam.net>, Senator Chris Duenas
<duenasenator@gmail.com>, "Senator Dennis Rodriguez, Jr." <senatordrodriguez@gmail.com>, "Senator Frank
Blas Jr." <frankblasjr@gmail.com>, Senator Judi Guthertz <senatorjudiguthertz@gmail.com>, Senator Mana Silva
Taijeron <senatormana@gmail.com>, Senator Rory Respicio <roryforguam@gmail.com>, Senator Sam Mabini
<senatorsam@senatormabini.com>, Senator Tina Mufia Bames <senator@tinamunabarnes.com>, Senator Tom Ada
<tom@senatorada.org>, Senator Tony Ada <senatortonyada@guamiegislature.org>, Speaker Judi Won Pat
<speaker@judiwonpat.com>, Tom Unsiog <sgtarms@guamlegislature.org>

Bee: bmkelman@guampdn.com, carlene@guahanmagazine.com, cmurphy 1@guam.gannett.com,

dtamondong@ . - -..\pdn.com, editor2@directionsguam.com, editor@mvguam.com, gerry@mwguam.com,
hottips@kuem.v-m, janjeera@kuam.com, john@kuam.com, jtyquiengco@spbguam.com, koreannews@guam.net,
kprg@guar: . kstonews@ite.net, life@guampdn.com, mabuhaynews@yahoo.com,
managingeditor@glimpsesofguam.com, marketing@hitradio100.com, news@k57.com, news@spbguam.com,
publisher@glimpsesofguam.com, reporter1@glimpsesofguam.com, romeo@mvguam.com, slimtiaco@guampdn.com,
Bob Gaeth <bgaeth@k57.com>, Catriona Melyan <cmelyan@guampdn.com>, Clynt Ridgell
<clynt@spbguam.com>, Darry! Bearce <darryl@guamlegislature.org>, Davd Crisostomo
<dcrisost@guampdn.com>, David Crisostomo <dcrisostomo@guampdn.com>, Derrick Muna Quinata
<demrickmunaquinata@yahoo. com>, Don Muna <donmuna@gmail.com>, Duane George
<dmgeorge@guampdn.com>, Ed Davis <ed@guamtech.com>, Gaynor Dumat-ol Daleno <gdumat-
ol@guampdn.com>, Guam News Factor <scoop@guamnewsfactor.com>, Guam News Watch
<scoop@guamnewswatch.com>, Janela Buhain <janela@mwuam.com>, Jason Salas <jason@kuam.com>, Jeff
Marchesseault <jeff@marianasmedia.com>, John Dela Rosa <john@marianasmedia.com>, Lannie Walker
<lannie@kuam.com>, Laura Matthews <limatthews@guampdn.com>, Marianas Variety <admin@mwguam.com>,
Manvic Cagurangan <mar_vic_cagurangan@yahoo.com>, Manic Cagurangan <manic@mwguam.com>, Michael
Rudolph <michael@marianasmedia.com>, Mindy Aguon <mindy@kuam.com>, Nick Delgado <nick@kuam.com>,
Patti Arroyo <parroyo@k57.com>, Ray Gibson <rgibson@k57.com>, Richard Dohrumal <rlikeke05@gmail.com>,
Rlene Stefly <flene@rienelive.com>, Robert Kelley <rkelley@guamtech.com>, Romeo Carlos
<romeogfix@yahoo.com>, Sabiina Salas Matanane <sabrina@kuam.com>, Therese Hart <therese@mwguam.com>,
Tina Chau <tina@marianasmecia com>, Travis Coffman <travs.coffman@gmail.com>, Zita Taitano
<zita@mwguam.com>, Lisa Cipollone <cipo@guamlegislature.org>, Tanya Mendiola <tanyad4families@gmail.com>,
Ewelyn Claros <evelyndfamilies@gmail.com>, Lou Benavente <iou4families@gmail.com>, Ed Leon Guerrero
<edleonguerrero@gmail.com>, rob.tupaz@gmail.com, Doc Wyttenbach-Santos
<doc.wyttenbachsantos@gnic...com>, Bruce Lloyd <bruce.lloyd. media@gmail.com>, "Leslie E. Gatan"
<leslie.g@senatormabini.com>, sem@guamlegislature.org, Elaine Tajalle <etajalle@guamlegislature.org>, Olivia
Palacios <oliiampalacios@g¢:::nil.com>, cor@guamlegislature.org, Joshua. Tenorio@senatorbjcruz.com, Peter Leon
Guerrero <peterig@gmail.coni>, "Edward G. Lee" <edwardglee671@yahoo.com>, "Louise H. Aguon-Atalig"
<louise_atalig@yahoo.com>, /\ngela Leon Guerrero <leonguerrero.angela@gmail.com>, "James P. Castro”
<jamespcastro@gmail.com>, I.iary Fejeran <maryfejeran@gmail.com>, Mark Sayama <sayama01@yahoo.com>,
"Mark D.S. Aflague” <markafia¢ue@gmail.com>, Meia Torres <mtorres.senatordrodriguez@gmail.com>, Joseph
Mesngon <jmesngon.sena'n: ! .driguez@gmail.com>, Clifton Herbert <cherbert.senatordrodriguez@gmail.com>,
"Therese C. Santos" <chechsiinlos@gmail.com>, Senator Tina Mufia Bames <senator@tinamunabames.com>,
Chelsa Muna-Brecht <chel.a 77 ‘namunabames.com>, Carlo Branch <carlo@tinamunabames.com>, Gavin Santos
<gavin@tinamunabames.cor:i > Elaine McDonald <elaine@tinamunabames.com>, Jane Chargualaf
<jane@tinamunabames.cc:>. Audrey Ward <audrey @judiwonpat.com>, Frank Torres <fbtorres@judiwonpat.com>,
steve@judiwonpat.com, "B rle . : R. Taitano" <berlenerenae@hotmail.com>, pris@senatorpalacios.com, Cyrus Luhr
<cyrus@senatorada.org>, M.><'» Santos <nsantos@senatorada.org>, Jimmy Camacho
<jcamacho@senatorada.c -, - fice@senatorada.org



Hafa Adai,
Please see the attached mci:o from Senator Mufia Bames, relative to the public hearing on June 14, 2011.

Saina Ma'3se’,

Rhea Aguon Taitano

Research Analyst

Office of Senator Tina Mur~ ""arnes

Committee on Municipal A:..rs, Tourism, Housing and Recreation
155 Hesler Place

Hagatia, Guam 96910

(W) (671) 472-3455/6

(F) (671) 472-3400

Email: raguontaitano@gmcil.com

.E 1st Notice of Public Hearing for 6-14-2011.pdf

312K
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2nd Notice of Public Hearing

Rhea Taitano <rhea@tinamunabarnes.com> Fri, Jun 10, 2011 at 9:51 AM
To: Clerks <clerks@guamlegisiature.org>, MIS <mis@guamlegislature.org>, Senator Adolpho Palacios
<senabpalacios@gmail.com>, Senator Aline Yamashita <alinedfamilies@gmail.com>, "Senator B.J. Cruz"
<senadotbjcruz@gmail.com>, Senator Ben Pangelinan <senbenp@guam.net>, Senator Chris Duenas
<duenasenator@gmail.com>, "Senator Dennis Rodriguez, Jr." <senatordrodriguez@gmail.com>, “Senator Frank
Blas Jr." <frankblasjr@gmail.com>, Senator Judi Guthertz <senatorjudiguthertz@gmail.com>, Senator Mana Silva
Taijeron <senatormana@gmail.com>, Senator Rory Respicio <roryforguam@gmail.com>, Senator Sam Mabini
<senatorsam@senatormabini.com>, Senator Tina Mufia Barnes <senator@tinamunabames.com>, Senator Tom Ada
<tom@senatorada.org>, Senator Tony Ada <senatortonyada@guamlegislature.org>, Speaker Judi Won Pat
<speaker@judiwonpat.com>, Tom Unsiog <sgtarms@guamlegislature.org>

Bcce: bmkelman@guampdn.com, carlene@guahanmagazine.com, cmurphy 1@guam.gannett.com,
dtamondong@guampdn.com, editor2@directionsguam.com, editor@mwuam.com, germry@mwvguam.com,
hottips@kuam.com, janjeera@kuam.com, john@kuam.com, jtyquiengco@spbguam.com, koreannews@guam.net,
kprg@guam.net, kstonews@ite.net, life@guampdn.com, mabuhaynews@yahoo.com,
managingeditor@glimpsesofguam.com, marketing@hitradio100.com, news@k57.com, news@spbguam.com,
publisher@glimpsesofguam.com, reportert@glimpsesofguam.com, romeo@mwguam.com, slimtiaco@guampdn.com,
Bob Gaeth <bgaeth@k57.com>, Catriona Melyan <cmelyan@guampdn.com>, Clynt Ridgell
<clynt@spbguam.com>, Darryl Bearce <danyl@guamiegislature.org>, David Crisostomo
<dcrisost@guampdn.com>, David Crisostomo <dcrisostomo@guampdn.com>, Derrick Muna Quinata
<derrickmunaquinata@yahoo.com>, Don Muna <donmuna@gmail.com>, Duane George
<dmgeorge@guampdn.com>, Ed Davis <ed@guamtech.com>, Gaynor Dumat-ol Daleno <gdumat-
ol@guampdn.com>, Guam News Factor <scoop@guamnewsfactor.com>, Guam News Watch
<scoop@guamnewswatch.com>, Janela Buhain <janela@mwguam.com>, Jason Salas <jason@kuam.com>, Jeff
Marchesseault <jeff@marianasmedia.com>, John Dela Rosa <john@marianasmedia.com>, Lannie Walker
<lannie@kuam.com>, Laura Matthews <limatthews@guampdn.com>, Marianas Variety <admin@mwguam.com>,
Manic Cagurangan <mar_wc_cagurangan@yahoo.com>, Manic Cagurangan <manic@mwguam.com>, Michael
Rudolph <michael@marianasmedia.com>, Mindy Aguon <mindy @kuam.com>, Nick Delgado <nick@kuam.com>,
Patti Arroyo <parroyo@k57.com>, Ray Gibson <rgibson@k57.com>, Richard Dohrumal <rlikeke05@gmail.com>,
Rlene Steffy <dene@rlenelive.com>, Robert Kelley <rkelley@guamtech.com>, Romeo Carlos
<romeogfx@yahoo.com>, Sabrina Salas Matanane <sabrina@kuam.com>, Therese Hart <therese@mwguam.com>,
Tina Chau <tina@marianasmedia.com>, Travis Coffman <travs.coffman@gmail.com>, Zita Taitano
<zita@mwguam.com>, Lisa Cipollone <cipo@guamilegislature.org>, Tanya Mendiola <tanya4families@gmail.com>,
Ewelyn Claros <ewelyndfamilies@gmail.com>, Lou Benavente <loudfamilies@gmail.com>, Ed Leon Guernero
<edleonguemrero@gmail.com>, rob.tupaz@gmail.com, Doc Wyttenbach-Santos
<doc.wyttenbachsantos@gmail.com>, Bruce Lloyd <bruce.lloyd.media@gmail.com>, "Leslie E. Gatan"
<leslie.g@senatormabini.com>, sem@guamilegislature.org, Elaine Tajalle <etajalle@guamiegislature.org>, Olivia
Palacios <oliiampalacios@gmail.com>, cor@guamilegisiature.org, Joshua. Tenorio@senatorbjcruz.com, Peter Leon
Guerrero <peterig@gmail.com>, "Edward G. Lee" <edwardglee671@yahoo.com>, "Louise H. Aguon-Atalig"
<louise_atalig@yahoo.com>, Angela Leon Guerrero <leonguerrero.angela@gmail.com>, "James P. Castro”
<jamespcastro@gmail.com>, Mary Fejeran <maryfejeran@gmail.com>, Mark Sayama <sayama(01@yahoo.com>,
"Mark D.S. Aflague" <markaflague@gmail.com>, Meia Torres <mtorres.senatordrodriguez@gmail.com>, Joseph
Mesngon <jmesngon.senatordrodriguez@gmail.com>, Clifton Herbert <cherbert.senatordrodriguez@gmail.com>,
"Therese C. Santos"” <chechsantos@gmail.com>, Senator Tina Mufia Bames <senator@tinamunabames.com>,
Chelsa Muna-Brecht <chelsa@tinamunabames.com>, Carlo Branch <carlo@tinamunabames.com>, Gavin Santos
<gavin@tinamunabarnes.com>, Elaine McDonald <elaine@tinamunabames.com>, Jane Chargualaf
<jane@tinamunabarnes.com>, Audrey Ward <audrey @judiwonpat.com>, Frank Torres <fbtorres@judiwonpat.com>,
steve@judiwonpat.com, "Berlene R. Taitano" <berlenerenae@hotmail.com>, pris@senatorpalacios.com, Cyrus Luhr
<cyrus@senatorada.org>, Nicole Santos <nsantos@senatorada.org>, Jimmy Camacho
<jcamacho@senatorada.org>, office@senatorada.org, peter.calvo@dpr.guam.gov, vangelujan@yahoo.com,

thomas. morrison@bsp.guam.gov



Hafa Adai,

Please see the attached memo from Senator Mufia Bames, relative to the public hearing on Tuesday, June 14,
2011.

Saina Ma'jse’,

Rhea Aguon Taitano

Research Analyst

Office of Senator Tina Mufia Bames

Committee on Municipal Affairs, Tourism, Housing and Recreation
155 Hesler Place

Hagatiia, Guam 96910

(W) (671) 472-3455/6

(F) (671) 472-3400

Email: raguontaitano@gmail.com
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I MINA’TRENTAI UNU NA LTHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2011 (FIRST) Regular Session

Bill No. 705['3/@&/) «%

Introduced by: M. Silva Taijer(;gf’

AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS
AND RECREATION TO CONDUCT A REVIEW OF
BEACHES AND NEARSHORE AREAS SURROUNDING
GUAM.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM:

Section 1. Legislative Findings and Intent. I Liheslaturan Gudhan finds that
the island of Guam has an abundance of natural resources including beautiful beaches
and pristine ocean waters. Guam’s waters have become a popular attraction for local
residents and visitors to participate in swimming, fishing, surfing, diving, paddling
and other recreational and commercial water activities.

I Liheslaturan Guahan further finds that this increased water activity in Guam
has led to a subsequent increase in safety concerns and, in certain instances, the
occurrence of tragic events. Past tragedies involving swimmers, paddlers and
fishermen have reinforced these concerns. The increased interest and participation in
activities offered in Guam’s waters call for a comprehensive safety review.
Information gathered from this review may demonstrate, and reinforce, the need for
hiring more lifeguards and other trained personnel who are responsible for keeping

Guam’s shores and waters safe.
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Therefore, it is the intent of / Liheslaturan Guahan to require the Department
of Parks and Recreation to conduct a review of the safety records of beaches and
other nearshore areas islandwide, and to report the findings to I Liheslaturan Guahan.

Section 2. The Department of Parks and Recreation shall conduct a review of
the beaches and nearshore areas in Guam, including the scope and frequency of ocean
activities at designated beaches and nearshore areas; any accidents, injuries and
deaths attributable to the activities; and the success or failure of any safety
equipment, safety features or safety procedures utilized or implemented for the
purpose of ensuring the safety of the public.

For the purpose of conducting a review, the Department of Parks and
Recreation may work in concert with other relevant instrumentalities of the
government of Guam including, but not limited to, the Guam Police Department, the
Guam Fire Department, the Department of Agriculture and the Guam Environmental
Protection Agency. The Department of Parks and Recreation may also seek the
assistance of instrumentalities outside the government of Guam including, but not
limited to, the United States Navy and the United States Coast Guard.

Section 3. Report to I Likeslaturan Gudhan. The Department of Parks and
Recreation shall report to the Speaker of I Liheslaturan Gudhan the findings of the
review, including recommendations for improving safety in Guam’s beaches and
nearshore areas, no later than January 31, 2012,

Section 4. Any funding deemed necessary for the purposes of satisfying the
mandates outlined in Sections 2 and 3 of this Act shall be expended from the
operating budget of the Department of Parks and Recreation.

Section 5. Enactment. The provisions of this Act shall become effective

immediately upon enactment.
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Section 6. Severability. /f any provision of this Law or its application to any
person or circumstance is found to be invalid or contrary to law, such invalidity shall
not affect other provisions or applications of this Law which can be given effect
without the invalid provisions or application, and to this end the provisions of this

Law are severable.



